The City Council of the City of Taylor met on October 10, 2002, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger

Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Tim Mikeska 

Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Council member Maruska and a second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Approve minutes from September 24, 2002 meeting.

*ALTERNATES TO ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – ORDINANCE NO. 2002-29

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AMENDING ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 ADOPTED ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED BY CHANGING CHAPTER 7, ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT, SECTION 7.2.2, MEMERSHIP, TO ADD THREE ALTERNATES TO THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

*MORTUARY AND FUNERAL HOME ZONING – ORDINANCE NO. 2002-30

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AMENDING ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 ADOPTED ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED BY CHANGING CHAPTER 3, ZONING DISTRICT USE REGULATIONS, TABLE 3.8, RETAIL AND SERVICE TYPE USES, TO ADD FUNERAL HOME OR MORTUARY ZONING TO THE CENTRAL BUSINESS (B-3) DISTRICT

*COUNTY COURTHOUSE ZONING CHANGE – ORDINANCE NO. 2002-32

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS CITY OF TAYLOR ADDITION, BLOCK 29, LOTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, AND 10 FROM LOCAL BUSINESS (B-1) DISTRICT TO CENTRAL BUSINESS (B-3) DISTRICT.

RANDY MORINE HERITAGE PROPERTIES ZONING CHANGE REQUEST – PUBLIC HEARING – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-33

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing regarding a proposed zoning change submitted by Randy Morine Heritage Properties, Inc.  Developer Randy Morine stated that he had not reviewed the ordinance until this afternoon and had some concerns about several items, particularly the requirement to construct sidewalks along Carlos G. Parker Blvd. and all homes to be built with four sides masonry.  Suggested solutions were to consider landscaping along Carlos G. Parker Blvd. and require the fourteen (14) homes along the loop be constructed of 100% masonry.  

Larry Havel spoke against approving the zoning change.  Mr. Havel said a mistake was made in the Planning & Zoning Commission public hearing notice which would invalidate the legality of the P&Z public hearing.  He requested the zoning be denied.

Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-33.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY LEGALLY KNOWN AS WILLIAM J. BAKER SURVEY, ABSTRACT 65, BEING A 27.16 ACRE TRACT ON FARM-TO-MARKET ROAD 397 (CARLOS G. PARKER BLVD.) AND OLD GEORGETOWN ROAD FROM SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO RESIDENTIAL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (R-PD) DISTRICT

TODD ROUTH ZONING CHANGE REQUEST – PUBLIC HEARING – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-34

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing regarding a request for zoning change submitted by Todd Routh for property on Mallard Lane.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-34.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS WILLIAM J. BAKER SURVEY, FIVE ACRES OUT OF A 19.615 ACRE TRACT ON MALLARD LANE FROM RURAL/AGRICULTURE (R-A) DISTRICT TO SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT.

Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.

RESIDENTIAL FOUNDATIONS – AMEND STANDARD BUILDING CODE ORDINANCE NO. 2001-11 – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-36

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-36 amending the Standard Building Code Ordinance No. 2001-11 to repeal Section 2.6 relating to the requirements of residential foundations and adopting new standards.  The Council asked Community Development Director Bob van Til questions regarding the minimum size of the pad and minimum clearance between the lowest point of the structure and the natural ground.  Mr. Van Til stated that he would make the requested changes before final adoption.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS PROVIDING CERTAIN LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDARD BUILDING CODE, 1997 EDITION; REPEALING ALL OTHER ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING CRIMINAL AND CIVIL VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES; PROVIDING A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE EXCEPT WHERE A DIFFERENT PENALTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW AND EACH AND EVERY DAY SAID VIOLATION IS CONTINUED SHALL CONSTITUTE A SEPARATE OFFENSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A REPEALER CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION.

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER JOB DESCRIPTION

Police Chief Jeff Straub presented the communications officer job description.  This job description was developed to expand the communications officer’s duties to include functions that were traditionally performed by the records clerk and reclassify the existing records clerk position to communications officer.

Council member Maruska made a motion to approve the communications officer job description.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

COPS MORE 2002 GRANT

Police Chief Jeff Straub stated that the Police Department has been awarded $111,713.00 in grant funds from the Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing to purchase and implement mobile data computer technology.  Chief Straub asked the Council to accept the grant and authorize $37,237.00 in required matching funds.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to accept the COPS MORE 2002 grant and authorize the $37,237.00 match.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AMEND SKATEBOARD NO. ORDINANCE 2001-46 – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-41

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-41.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SKATEBOARD ORDINANCE NO. 2001-46 ADOPTED ON OCTOBER 11, 2001 BY DELETING SECTION 4.0 “WARNING” AND AMENDING SECTION 5.0 “PENALTY”

AMEND THROUGH TRUCK ORDINANCE NO. 2002-1 – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-39

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-39.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-1 ADOPTED ON MAY 9, 2002 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED BY DESIGNATING STATE HIGHWAY 79, FARM-TO-MARKET ROAD 397 AND LOOP 427, MORE COMMONLY CALLED CARLOS G. PARKER BOULEVARD AS “THROUGH TRUCK ROUTES” AROUND THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

AMEND CEMETERY ORDINANCE NO. 2002-20 – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-40

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2002-40.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CEMETERY ORDINANCE NO. 2002-20 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 20, 2002 BY ADDING “STANDARD GRAVE” IN SECTION 2.0, “DEFINITIONS”; AND AMENDING SECTION 7.2 “PRICES FOR GRAVE OPENINGS”

FEE ORDINANCE NO. 2002-28 

Council member Mikeska recused himself from the meeting because of a conflict of interest.  Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented several changes to the Fee Ordinance including parade permit fees, animal control, plan review and subdivision fees.  Council member Maruska made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2002-28. Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member Gonzales voted NO.  Motion Passed.

AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING CERTAIN RATES FOR UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ALL APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS; PROVIDING FOR A SCHEDULE OF FEES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE.

Council member Mikeska rejoined the meeting.

INVESTMENT POLICY – RESOLUTION NO. R02-13

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented the Investment Policy Resolution No. R02-13.  A major change to the policy is to the “Diversification of Investment Maturity” from five to ten years and for the Operating Reserve Fund, the weighted average life of the security is recommended to be changed to five years.  A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hill to approve Resolution No. R02-13.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS RENEWING ITS INVESTMENT POLICY

PRICHARD, ROBERSON & CO. LETTER OF AGREEMENT

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented the letter agreement with Prichard, Roberson & Co. to audit the general purpose financial statements for year ending September 30, 2002.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hill and seconded by Mayor Berger to approve the letter agreement with Prichard, Roberson & Co. for $20,000.00 as presented.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

FACILITIES COMMITTEE

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that after distributing the facilities space study by Komatsu Architecture, several Council members asked about the possibility of appointing a review committee.  The Planning and Zoning Commission has been charged by ordinance to evaluate the facility needs for the city.  Mr. Salvato recommended the Council appoint the Planning and Zoning Commission along with five citizens (each Council member appoint one citizen) to serve on the Facilities Committee.

Council member Maruska made a motion to appoint the Planning and Zoning Commission and John Thompson to the Facilities Committee.  Mayor Berger appointed Mike Bass, Council member Tim Mikeska appointed Chuck Schwartz and Mayor Pro Tem Hill appointed John Taylor.  Council member Gonzales did not have an appointment at this time.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

SUNSET ADDITION SUBDIVISION PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hill and seconded by Council member Maruska to accept the public infrastructure of the Taylor Housing Authority’s Sunset Addition Subdivision.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

LIBRARY RELOCATION AND USE OF SERIES 2002 TAX NOTES

Council member Maruska made a motion to authorize redistribution of funds from the Series 2002 Tax Notes to move the Library into the City Hall Auditorium (see attached “Taylor Public Library – Move to Auditorium”).  Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE: All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:35 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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