CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 14, 2002, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Minutes from October 22, 2002 and October 28, 2002 meetings. (Barbara)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Presentation on Williamson County Public Transportation Study.  (Bob) The City of Taylor, along with CARTS, Williamson County, Round Rock, Cedar Park, Georgetown and Pflugerville, have been working together to study public transportation needs in the county. A public meeting will be held Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. at Pasemann Elementary to discuss the proposed plan and receive public input. This item on the agenda will allow the group to inform the Council of their findings.

3. Williamson County & Cities Health District – Food Establishment permit fee increase. I received a request from Williamson County & Cities Health District to be placed on the agenda for the Council to consider raising permit fees. Mr. Pinto advised they have not had an increase since 1993. 

4. Ordinance No. 2002-33 – Zoning change application submitted by Randy Morine Heritage Properties for property described as 27.16 acres out of William J. Baker Survey, Abstract 65 on Old Georgetown Road from Single-Family (R-1) District to Residential Planned Development (R-PD) District.  (Bob) The Planning and Zoning Commission held their public hearing and recommended approval. You have already held your public meeting and introduced the ordinance.

5. Public hearing – Close out of Texas Capital Fund Contract No. 719132/Alliance Chemical. This public hearing is required to close out the Texas Capital Fund grant for Alliance Chemical.

6. Public hearing and Introduce Ordinance No. 2002-42 – Amend Zoning Ordinance No. 2001-17 - Minimum site area, minimum lot area, property development standards, single-family residential district and submission to the planning and zoning commission. (Bob) If approved, this amendment to the zoning ordinance would increase the minimum lot size from 6,000 sq. ft. to 8,500 sq. ft. It would also require a developer to submit a site plan along with a zoning request. P&Z has recommended this change to help protect surrounding property owner valuations. They plan to recommend additional changes to the zoning ordinance in the future to help address the issue. This change will “fix” the problem on a temporary basis. 

7. Accept lots in Rob Roy I subdivision - Block F, Lots 4, 5, and 6, Block G, Lots 7 and 8.  (David) Council approved lots south of Oaklawn at a previous meeting. Mr. Routh is asking for your approval of the five lots adjacent to the retention pond on the north side of Oaklawn. Staff is recommending approval of Block F, Lots 4, 5, and 6.

8. Cemetery land lease bid award.  (Frank) Staff advertised for bids on the pastureland at the cemetery. We received two bids. Mr. Jerry Galnor bid $900.00 per year and Mr. Gary Richter bid $1,661.16 per year. Mr. Galnor has had a lease on the property since 1993. He has planted coastal Bermuda over most of the land. With the recent problems of horses getting out, he does not plan on putting animals on the property again if he gets to keep the lease. Mr. Richter plans on planting row crops and repairing the fence. He plans on putting livestock on the property.

9. Introduce Peddler’s Ordinance No. 2002-38.  (Frank) Ted and staff have rewritten the peddler’s ordinance for your consideration. The new provisions do not allow peddlers to sell their wares on public property unless approved by the Council. 

10. Authorization to pay one-half of $5,940.00 for Safe Route to Schools grant – contract with Chiang, Patel & Yerby, Inc.  (Frank) As discussed during the joint meeting with the TISD Board, we are applying for a grant to assist with the construction of an underpass on Loop 397. This will assist children in getting to Middle School and the future park. I signed the contract with Chiang, Patel & Yerby because of the due date on the grant. Dr. Phelps agreed to cover the cost until I had time to put an item on the agenda. If approved, we would pay $2,970.00 or half of the engineering fee needed for the grant application. The grant, if awarded, could be up to $500,000.00. 

11. Zoning Board of Adjustment appointments. We have four openings on the ZBA. Three of the four are for alternates. After advertising, Barbara received one application. 

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – November 11, 2002

AIRPORT – JHL Construction continues to progress with the extension and widening of the runway. The extension and widening are ready for asphalt. Contractor may begin laying asphalt this week.

ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS, COUNCILMEMBERS AND COMMISSIONERS (AMCC) – Barbara has placed the new copy of Texas Town & City magazine in your packet. The 38th Annual AMCC meeting will be held in Austin in February. The agenda for the conference is in the magazine. You might begin looking over the agenda to see if you plan to attend. 

CITY CHRISTMAS PARTY – The City Christmas party for employees is scheduled for Friday, December 13th at the Volunteer Fireman’s Hall at 11:30 a.m. We hope all of you can attend. 

DRAINAGE – The Smith Construction is working on the Avery Drive Drainage improvements. The drainage pipe has been installed in the ground. They are finishing the overflow ditch and site cleanup. We are still waiting on Mr. Routh to revise the construction drawings for the extension of the drainage structure between T.H. Johnson and Crystal Circle. 

ELECTRICITY PURCHASE – Governmental Aggregation Group accepted bids for electricity last Thursday. We received bids from TXU Energy and First Choice Power, Inc. Charles and I reviewed the bids and agreed with GAP that the best bid was First Choice Power, Inc. I signed the agreement on Friday morning for a two-year contract with First Choice. TXU Energy would not quote a two-year price. Also, First Choice submitted a “bundled” price that includes the “wires” charges from ONCOR and pass through charges from the Public Utility Commission. These charges can vary under a normal contract. With First Choice these charges will remain the same for two-years. I have enclosed a summary from GAP for your information. If you have any question, please give me a call.

ERCOT – AIRPORT ROAD – The contractor needs to establish grass and clean the drainage ditches to complete the punch list on the improvements to Airport Road.

FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE – The committee will have a field trip Saturday morning, November 16th at 9:00 a.m. They plan to tour the 1935 City Hall/Fire Station and the Pierce Building. Their next scheduled meeting will be on Monday, November 18th at 6:30 p.m.

HILLS OF MUSTANG CREEK SUBDIVISION – Staff accepted the slurry seal on the streets and refunded the $12,500 to Frankie Limmer.     

HOWARD & NORTH DRIVE – Nothing new to report.

HUNTERS RUN DRAINAGE DITCH – Mr. Routh’s contractor, Smetana Construction, is working on grading of the ditch. David Simons is still working on a cost estimate to construct a concrete pilot down the ditch to handle the seep water that continually runs in the ditch. Todd Routh has agreed to work with us to construct the pilot. If funds are needed, I will put this item on the agenda for your consideration.

MAIN STREET MANAGER – The interview committee reviewed the applications and selected one applicant for an interview. We will continue to advertise the position until a Main Street Manager is selected.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Ted will forward Casey’s comments to Terra Design after his review.

PARADE ORDINANCE – Ted and staff are working on a new parade ordinance. We did not have it ready for introduction at this meeting. 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL CONTRACT – We received three RFQ’s, which staff reviewed. We checked on their references and then selected two of the three companies to submit RFP’s. The RFP’s are due Friday, November 15th. Staff will review the RFP’s and have a recommendation for the Council at your next regular meeting.

SOUTH EDMUND – The contractor is still working on the drainage way through the Mustang Creek Industrial Park.

TAYLOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION – I will be discussing a future meeting date between the Council and TEDC Board with John Nelson. I placed a call to the Attorney General’s Office and have not had a response. Just a note for your information, the Texas Department of Economic Development will hold a training seminar in January in Corpus Christi. State law requires the Executive Director of the local economic development corporation and either the City Manager, City Attorney or City Clerk attend a training seminar once every two years. Ted and I plan to attend the training in Corpus in January. Let me know if any of you are interested in the training.

TAYLOR PUBLIC LIBRARY – The Library staff continues to clean books and place them in the right order. We hope to have the Library open in a few weeks. 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION – We are waiting on the proposal from BRA.

WHOLESALE WATER AGREEMENT – We have sent a revised contract to Noack for their consideration.
