The City Council of the City of Taylor met on April 22, 2003, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger

City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill 

City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Gary Maruska



Council member Tim Mikeska 


Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was approved by a motion from Council member Maruska and a second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of March bills.

WHITE CANE DAYS - PROCLAMATION

Mayor Berger read a proclamation submitted by the Taylor Lions Club proclaiming May 2-3, 2003 as White Cane Days in Taylor.  The Lions International helps the needy with sight problems through the use of its White Cane donations.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY & CITIES HEALTH DISTRICT 60TH ANNIVERSARY –PROCLAMATION

Mayor Berger read a proclamation submitted by Williamson County & Cities Health District to recognize the Health District anniversary for 60 years of public health service to the community and declare May 4, 2003 as “60 and Still Pedaling” Day and urge all citizens to take part in recognizing the joys of riding a bike.

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION- EAGLE SCOUT ROBERT LEE LEWIS

Mayor Berger presented Robert Lee Lewis with a certificate of recognition for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER REQUEST FOR FUNDS

Elizabeth Whitworth and John Bradley presented the Children’s Advocacy Center’s request for funds.  Mr. Bradley stated that the Center serves as the coordinator of the multidisciplinary Child Protective Team (CPT) composed of prosecutors from the County and District Attorney’s offices, the Sheriff’s Department and city police departments within the county.  The Center is devoted to helping children and their caretakers cope with the devastating results of child abuse.  The CPT is charged with reviewing each child’s unique situation to make sure no child is left behind.  Mr. Bradley said the Center is asking cities in the County for funding to pay staff salaries to keep the Center open.  Whatever amount the City could donate would be greatly appreciated, Mr. Bradley said.

Council member Maruska made a motion to table this item until the May 8th council meeting to give Finance Director Charles Cunningham an opportunity to research funding.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

INTENT TO REIMBURSE FOR CERTAIN COSTS – RESOLUTION NO. R03-11

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented Resolution No. R03-11, reimbursement for costs and expenses related to (i) purchase and renovation of county building, acquisition and upgrading of software, relocation costs and architectural services (ii) design of water system extensions, replacement lines, and other structures, software upgrades, and moving of water lines (iii) design and construction of wastewater system components and (iv) payment of professional services in connection therewith including legal and fiscal fees.  The City reasonably expects to incur debt with an aggregate maximum principal amount not to exceed $3,500,000. for the purpose of paying the costs of the projects.

Council member Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution No R03-11.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING OFFICIAL INTENT TO REIMBURSE FOR CERTAIN COSTS

SITE STUDY FOR LIBRARY AND FIRE STATION 
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hill to contract with Komatsu Architecture for basic professional services to prepare site studies for the Taylor Public Library and Fire Station for $19,200.  Second by Council member Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOTEL/MOTEL FIRST QUARTER REPORT

Chamber Director Shanta Kuhl presented the hotel/motel first quarter report.  Ms. Kuhl stated that the monies received from the city was on target compared to last year’s first quarter.  If the contributions remain the same for each quarter this year, the Chamber will be well within the proposed budget for income.  The majority of the advertising and promotion expenses were incurred for the maintenance of the Chamber website, placing an ad in the Round Rock Express 2003 season program and a section in the Progress Edition of the Taylor Daily Press. 

A motion was by Mayor Berger and seconded by Council member Mikeska to approve the Chamber of Commerce first quarter report as presented.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

PASEMANN ZONING CHANGE – RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENT – PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-15

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing for citizens to comment on a zoning change application submitted by Bury & Partners, for property owner Robert Pasemann for a retail food establishment at the northwest corner of Carlos G. Parker Blvd (Farm-to-Market Road 397) and State Highway 95.  Mark Johnson, P.E., of Bury & Partners presented plans for a new H.E.B. grocery store and answered questions about traffic lights and traffic flow.  Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-15.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS W. J. BAKER SURVEY, ABSTRACT 65, BEING A 20.54 ACRE TRACT ON STATE HIGHWAY 95 AND FARM-TO-MARKET ROAD 397 FROM RURAL/AGRICULTURE (R/A) DISTRICT TO LOCAL BUSINESS (B-1) DISTRICT 

WAL-MART ZONING CHANGE – PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-16

Mayor Berger opened the public hearing for citizens to comment on a zoning change application submitted by Wal-Mart, for property owner Mrs. Jane Jones for a retail center and automotive service center at the southwest corner of Carlos G. Parker Blvd. (Farm-to-Market Road 397) and State Highway 95 consisting of approximately 25.32 acres.

A Dunaway Associates representative presented plans for a new Wal-Mart Supercenter and automotive service center.  Mayor Berger closed the public hearing.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-16.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS W. J. BAKER SURVEY, ABSTRACT 65, BEING A 25.317 ACRE TRACT ON STATE HIGHWAY 95 AND FARM-TO-MARKET ROAD 397 FROM RURAL/AGRICULTURE (R/A) DISTRICT TO LOCAL BUSINESS (B-1) DISTRICT WITH A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR INCIDENTAL OR ACCESSORY RETAIL OR SERVICE USES (MINOR AUTO REPAIR)

HUGHES ZONING CHANGE – 518 WEST 12th STREET – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-11

John Hughes requested the zoning change, which was endorsed by the Taylor Planning and Zoning Commission and revised his plans at the request of the city council by filing deed restrictions that regulated how homeowners would be able to add to their property and stating specifically how the park was used during special events.  Council member Maruska stated that he opposed the project because he likes the entrances to the park as they are and did not want the aesthetics of the park entrances to change.  Mayor Berger said he was concerned about the density of the residences in the plan.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-11.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Two voted AYE.  Mayor Berger, Mayor Pro Tem Hill and Council member Maruska voted NO.  Motion Failed.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS MURPHY ADDITION, BLOCK 9, LOT C, APPROXIMATELY 0.465 ACRES, 518 WEST 12TH STREET FROM SINGLE FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO MULTI-FAMILY (R2-A) DISTRICT WITH A RESIDENTIAL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (R-PD) OVERLAY

ZONING MAP UPDATE

Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that the last formal update of the zoning map was April 25, 2001.  Numerous zoning changes have occurred since that time.  To clean the map up and eliminate the clutter, staff has electronically added those zoning changes to the map.  The action of the Council will be to ratify the changes made to the map.

With a motion by Council member Mikeska and a second by Council member Maruska, the Council unanimously approved the zoning map update.  

MAIN STREET ACTIVITY AND REINVESTMENT REPORT

Main Street Manager Robbie Jones presented information on the Cot’n Pik’n Festival scheduled for April 26th; the new downtown brochure; new commercial property that features available properties downtown and gives basic information and contact information is available on the City’s web site; and the Texas Alliance of Education & Arts will meet with interested citizens about forming an Arts Committee. 

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE BID AWARD

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that based on inquiries from vendors, the bid documents for grounds maintenance were confusing, so rather than dissect each inquiry, staff is recommending rescinding the bid award to TruGreen Landcare in the amount of $ 8,600 

Council member Maruska made a motion to rescind the award to TruGreen Landcare and look at bidding the ground maintenance after the budget process.  Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

TAYLOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Pro Tem Hill recused himself from the discussion and vote on this item and left the meeting.  

TEDC board members Don Hill and Andy Littlejohn have expressed interest in being reappointed to the TEDC Board.  The Council was also presented with two other applicants: Johnny Leschber and Christine Lopez.  Mayor Berger made a motion to reappoint Don Hill and Andy Littlejohn.  No second to the motion was forthcoming.

Council member Maruska asked when staff had advertised for TEDC applicants as he felt there may be others interested in serving.  Council member Maruska made a motion to table this item until the May 8th council meeting and advertise for additional TEDC applicants.  Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member Gonzales voted NO.  Motion Passed.

Mayor Pro Tem Hill rejoined the meeting.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:30 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk

(4-22-03)
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