The City Council of the City of Taylor met on February 13, 2003, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger

City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill

City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Gary Maruska


Council member Tim Mikeska 


Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Council member Maruska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*SPECIFIC USE PERMIT – DAY CARE – 2911 MONICA LANE – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-2

AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR A DAY CARE GROUP HOME ON PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS BULL BRANCH SUBDIVISION, SECTION 2, LOT 17, 2911 MONICA LANE AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

*FEE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT –ORDINANCE NO. 2003-7

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-28 ADOPTED ON OCTOBER 10, 2002 BY CHANGING CERTAIN RATES FOR UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY

*BUDGET AMENDMENT – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-6

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-25 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 27, 2002, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2002 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2003; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY

*FARMER’S MARKET STREET CLOSURE

Closure of Fifth Street between Porter Street and Main Street on Monday and Wednesday afternoons 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. beginning May 5, 2003 through November 26, 2003 with City providing barricades during market hours.

CHAMBER HOTEL/MOTEL QUARTERLY REPORT
Chamber of Commerce Director Shanta Kuhl presented the fourth quarter hotel/motel tourism budget report.  A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Council member Maruska to approve the budget as presented.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

LARGE LOT CODE ENFORCEMENT POLICY - ORDINANCE NO. 2003-4

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented the changes to the ordinance to include: no grass can exceed twelve inches in height and underbrush cannot exceed eighteen inches in height and owners must maintain a strip of land at least ten feet wide from any property line developed with single family dwellings; and a minimum of twenty-five feet from the edge of any street or pavement of a public thoroughfare.

Council member Maruska made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-4 as presented with changes.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 74-10 REGARDING NUISANCES CREATED BY WEEDS, TALL GRASS, UNDERBRUSH, MUNICIPAL POWER CONCERNING STAGNANT WATER AND OTHER UNSANITARY CONDITIONS AND PROVDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

LIVING QUARTERS FOR FIREMAN AT CENTRAL STATION

City Engineer Casey Sledge presented several plans for placement of a portable building near the central fire station for living quarters for the firemen and one estimate of cost for lease, lease/purchase and purchase of a portable building.

Council member Maruska made a motion to go out for bids for lease/purchase and purchase of a 16 by 84 foot portable building with a one year, three year and five year option.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECTS

City Engineer Casey Sledge said there was about $500,000 of unfunded funds available for CIP projects.  The 5-year plan (attached) presented options discussed at the CIP meeting held February 6th.  

Council member Maruska made a motion to approve the 5-year plan as presented but take $50,000 from the Parks Master Plan and apply to Parks/Restrooms/Concessions and tennis court restrooms.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

Council stated that the Jaycees were to provide more portable restrooms during their events.

FIRST RESPONDER INITIATIVE – RESOLUTION NO. R03-4

A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hill to approve Resolution No. R03-4.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION URGING THE TEXAS CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION TO SUPPORT PROVIDING FUNDING FOR PRESIDENT BUSH’S $3.5 BILLION FIRST RESPONDER INITIATIVE DURING THE 108TH SESSION OF CONGRESS

TRUCK BID AWARD

Council member Maruska made a motion to award the bid for 1-ton extended cab truck to Capital Chevrolet in the amount of $19,981 and a 1-ton single cab with bed to Marshall Chevrolet in the amount of $20,447 for the Public Works Department.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

A motion was made by Mayor Berger to appoint Lou Driver and Elizabeth Kovach-Hayes to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Pursuant to Section 551.074 “Personnel” of the Texas Government Code, Mayor Berger adjourned to executive session to conduct Municipal Court Judge Randall J. Pick’s performance evaluation.  Council member Gonzales excused himself from the meeting because of a prior commitment.

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Berger reconvened into open session.  Mayor Berger stated Mr. Pick’s performance evaluation was very positive and the council was pleased with the performance of the court.  Council member Maruska said the court is very professional and dignified.  

Council member Maruska made a motion to increase Judge Randall Pick’s compensation by 6% to $21,000 per year.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:52 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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