CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER ST.

JUNE 24, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of June 12, 2003 meeting. (Barbara)

2. Concur with financials and payment of May bills.  (Charles)

3. Ordinance No. 2003-21 – Abandon 0.241 acre right-of-way at E. Lake Drive and Main St. (Frank)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

4. IESI Quarterly Report.  (Frank) The garbage collection contract requires a quarterly report from IESI. A copy of the report is included in your packet. An IESI representative will be in attendance at the meeting for comments and questions.

5. Brazos River Authority contract for purchase of water treatment facilities. (Frank) We have enclosed the updated agreement with BRA. The highlighted areas are the corrected wording that has been agreed upon. We are not asking that you approve the contract at this meeting. Staff would like to know how you would like us to proceed. Do you want staff to conduct a public meeting to allow citizen input and then the Council hold a public hearing on the matter? Or do you want us to handle this in some other manner?

6. City Economic Development Grant Agreement with Temple College at Taylor Foundation. (Frank) Ted drafted an agreement between the City and the TCAT Foundation for the consideration of the future donations. The TCAT Foundation has signed the agreement.

7. Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-8 – Abandon public alley adjacent to 406 Talbot running east and west between Fourth and Fifth Street. (Bob) We have a request to abandon the alley right-of-way and maintain a utility easement. This will allow the adjacent property owners to block access to the public and use the property, but they will not be allowed to construct permanent facilities over the easement. I am not sure that all adjacent property owners agree with this abandonment.

8. Amendment to HEB Developer’s Agreement for regional lift station. (Frank) I am bringing this item back before you for your consideration of a section that deals with the issuance of a building permit prior to the acceptance of public infrastructure by the City Council. With residential development, we have waited until the Council officially accepted public improvements prior to the issuance of building permits. I feel commercial development is a little different in that the end user is usually the developer. In residential development, the developer is not the end user. Bob is taking a proposed policy to address this issue to the P&Z in July. The agreement that I have enclosed has the highlighted area that needs consideration. I have sent an e-mail to the HEB attorney asking that the wording be changed. I hope to have the correct wording in the agreement by Tuesday night. 

9. Chamber of Commerce’s use of City list of new utility connects for chamber members.  (Mayor Pro Tem Maruska) The City’s newest member of the Chamber Board has asked that this item be placed on the agenda. It appears the Chamber requests a list of new customers from the City every month and then wants to provide the list to Chamber members for an annual fee. The list is open records unless customers have signed a request to keep their information confidential.

10. Texas Department of Public Safety Law Enforcement Agency’s certification of installation and use of video units.  (Chief Straub) We have received and installed the video cameras in all of the patrol units. The State requires the Council authorize the City Manager and Chief of Police to sign and forward a certificate to DPS confirming the installation and use of the cameras.

11. Funding for repair of park benches in Heritage Square. (Robbie) The Main Street Board is asking the Council to authorize $300 of Main Street funds to repair park benches in Heritage Square. The funds come from the annual fundraiser.

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Deliberation Regarding Economic Development Negotiations with Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (“ERCOT”); The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.087 of the Texas Government Code in order to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial or financial information that the City of Taylor, Texas, has received from ERCOT, a business prospect that the City of Taylor, Texas, seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and which the City of Taylor, Texas, is conducting economic development negotiations and/or to deliberate the offer of financial or other incentives to ERCOT.

13. Action on Executive Session.

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – June 20, 2003

AIRPORT – Bob and John Nelson are discussing the possibility of the TEDC guaranteeing a loan to construct hangars at the Airport. We will keep you updated.   

ANNUAL STREET SEAL-COATING – Staff is working on the contract for the annual street seal-coating. 

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Mr. Routh’s contractors are approximately 75% complete with the improvements.

ERCOT EXPANSION – This item is on the agenda.

FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE – We should have Komatsu Architectures recommendations for the Library and Central Fire station within a week. The Committee is scheduled to meet again June 30th to discuss the recommendations. 

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Nothing new to report. Still waiting on private utility relocates and staff plans to bid the North Drive improvements as soon as possible.

OLD TAYLOR HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING – Komatsu Architecture completed the Preservation Maintenance Master Plan on the building. This project was supported by grants received and funding from the City and TISD.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD BRIDGE – K & S Iron Works gave the City a bid for $3,000 to make emergency repairs to the old bridge. This amount includes labor and materials as specified by the structural engineer. I have authorized the work to proceed. This will get the bridge open again within a few weeks.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Gould Evans has not submitted their final construction document for staff review. Terra advised they would like to bid the project this fall.

TRUCK ROUTE – We continue to wait on TxDOT to install the signage.

