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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on June 12, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
Executive Assistant, Susan Brock

Council member John McDonald
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Absent:  Council members Tim Mikeska and Bernabe Gonzales

              City Clerk Barbara Belz

Mayor Hill opened the meeting at 6:03 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – May 27, 2003 meeting.

*STOLTE/HEB REZONING - ORDINANCE NO. 2003-18
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS A 1.064 ACRE TRACT OF LAND SITUATED IN THE W. J. BAKER SURVEY, AND BEING THAT SAME TRACT OF LAND (CALLED 1.0 ACRES) AS CONVEYED TO CHARLES STOLTE AND DESCRIBED IN VOLUME 442, PAGE 668, DEED RECORDS OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY ON STATE HIGHWAY 95 AND FARM-TO-MARKET ROAD 397 FROM SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO LOCAL BUSINESS (B-1) DISTRICT 

DATA FUSION TECHNOLOGIES

City Engineer Casey Sledge presented a proposal to hire Data Fusion Technologies, Inc. to install GIS-based Integrated Infrastructure Management System.  Mr. Sledge told the Council how the system would benefit the city by establishing an integrated database to manage all of the city’s information requirements in the most efficient way possible.  The integration of data including financial, engineering, regulatory, planning and development issues would all be addressed from a centralized database providing all departments the ability to share critical information.  

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the proposal to hire Data Fusion Technologies, Inc. to install GIS-based Integrated Infrastructure Management System for $38,000.  Mayor Hill seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

SLOAN STREET IMPROVEMENTS

Capital Projects Manager David Simons requested an amendment to Sloan Street design contract with PBS&J to allow them to complete the design of the Sloan Street project.  Staff halted work on this project in 2000 because of funding issues.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the amendment in the amount of $26,500.  Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE: Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ROB ROY SUBDIVISION

Developer Todd Routh submitted record drawings of Rob Roy Subdivision for staff review.  One maintenance bond was received and the Homeowners Association papers were filed with the Williamson County Clerk’s Office.  

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the public infrastructure of Rob Roy subdivision. Council member McDonald amended the motion to include a statement that the second bond must also be received prior to final approval.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

TXU GAS RATE CASE – RESOLUTION NO. R03-14

ONCOR Representative Paul Bennett presented a request from TXU to deny a rate increase so that the Public Utility Commission (PUC) will establish a system wide rate.  There were two resolutions before the Council.  Resolution No. R03-13 would authorize the city to join the Alliance of TXU Municipalities (ATM) to oppose the rate case before the PUC and hire Jim Boyle and Monte Akers to represent member cities.  Resolution No. R03-14 requested that the City of Taylor deny the TXU Gas rate increase in an effort to get the PUC to establish a statewide rate. 

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution No. R03-14 denying TXU Gas rate increase.  Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE: Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, DENYING TXU GAS COMPANY’S REQUEST TO CHANGE RATES IN THIS MUNICIPALITY, AS A PART OF THE COMPANY’S STATEWIDE GAS UTILITY SYSTEM; PROVIDING A REQUIREMENT FOR A PROMPT REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS INCURRED BY THE CITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW; AND PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO TXU GAS COMPANY

ABANDON RIGHT-OF-WAY AT E. LAKE DRIVE AND HIGHWAY 95 - INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-21

City Manager Salvato presented an ordinance addressing the right to abandon 0.241 acre right-of-way at E. Lake Drive and Main St.   The City is requesting from the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) the removal of surplus right of way along a segment of State Highway 95 from the state highway system.  TXDOT has issued a Minute Order removing the segment of State Highway 95 from the state highway system and returned to the City of Taylor.  The City of Taylor will maintain all public utility easements and drainage easements associated with the 0.241 tract.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-21.

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS RELEASING A 0.241 ACRE RIGHT-OF-WAY DESCRIBED ON PAGE 1 AND 2 OF EXHIBIT ‘A’ ALONG A SEGMENT OF STATE HIGHWAY 95 AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF EAST LAKE DRIVE AND STATE HIGHWAY 95

LEASE AGREEMENT FOR “WELCOME TO TAYLOR” SIGN ON TAYLOR MEAT CO. PROPERTY
City Attorney Ted Hejl drafted a lease agreement for moving the “Welcome to Taylor” sign on West 2nd to the property owned by Taylor Meat Company.  The owner of the adjacent property has asked that the sign be removed from his property.  Ron Ivy, President of Taylor Meat Company agreed to the lease agreement for the new sign with no lease fee.  A bid of $2,800 from C&C Construction has been received to build the sign.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the lease agreement and accept the bid from C&C Construction to rebuild the sign.  Mayor Hill seconded the motion.  VOTE: Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ACQUISITION OF FIRE DEPARTMENT PUMPER AND FIRST RESPONDER VEHICLES AND CLOSURE OF THE VICTORIA STREET FIRE STATION

Fire Chief Haywood Stanford presented a proposal to replace two pumper trucks with one new Custom Class A 1250 Pumper and to purchase two smaller first responder vehicles to enhance the use of emergency vehicles when responding to calls.  Vehicles will be purchased with the future issuance of Certificates of Obligation (CO’s) that are planned for August/September.  In addition to achieve the desired results in vehicle operations, Chief Stanford requested that the Victoria Street Fire Station be closed to better utilize current staff and vehicle distribution.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the purchase of the fire department vehicles as presented for a price not to exceed $315,000 and approve the closure of the Victoria Street Fire Station.  Mayor Hill seconded the motion.  VOTE: Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

BANNER, TEMPORARY/PERMANENT SIGN ORDINANCE NO. 2003-17 

Community Development Director Bob Van Til presented Ordinance No. 2003-17, an amendment to Sign Ordinance 2001-15 to clarify the definitions of banner, temporary/permanent signs and to establish fees.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-17.  After some discussion, Mayor Hill seconded the motion.  VOTE: Two voted AYE.  Council member McDonald voted NO.  Motion Passed

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-15 THAT ADOPTED THE SIGN ORDINANCE, BY AMENDING SECTION 2.0 DEFINITIONS, SECTION 3.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS, AND SECTION 6.0 FEES; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

BUDGET AMENDENT - ORDINANCE NO. 2003-19

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented Ordinance No. 2003-19, a budget amendment with several changes to projected revenue and expenditures for the current budget year.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-19.  Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE: Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-25 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 27, 2002, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2002 AND ENDING SSEPTEMBER 30, 2003; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPART-MENTS OF THE CITY

RECLASSIFICATION OF MUNICIPAL COURT POSITIONS

Finance Director Charles Cunningham made a request to approve three job descriptions in the Municipal Court department.  By reclassifying these positions Mr. Cunningham stated that the Municipal Court would gain more flexibility in handling routine judicial matters without delay when the Municipal Court Judge is not on site during regular business hours.

The positions under discussion include the Municipal Judge, Associate Municipal Court Judge, and a Municipal Court Administrator job description.  As a result of these changes in job classifications, if approved, it would also be necessary to appoint an Associate Municipal Court Judge.  Staff recommended that Dolores Chavana be appointed to this position.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve all job descriptions and appoint Dolores Chavana as Associate Municipal Court Judge.  Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

AUTHORIZE TRANSFER OF $215,000 TO WILLIAMSON COUNTY FOR CONSTRUC-TION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER UTILITIES TO EASTERN WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK.  

City Manager Frank Salvato presented a letter requesting authorization of a transfer of $215,000 to Williamson County for construction of water and wastewater utilities to eastern Williamson County Park.  These funds were included in the reimbursement resolution and need the approval of the Council to be expended.

Mayor Hill made a motion to approve the transfer of funds.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

MAIN STREET BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Two members of the Main Street Advisory Board have submitted their resignations.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to appoint Connie Zycha and Miles Baska to fill the unexpired terms.  Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD APPOINTMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to fill the vacancy on the Parks & Recreation Board by appointing Gerald Jones.  Mayor Hill seconded the motion.  VOTE: Three voted AYE.  Motion passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – EDWARD R. TEALER LAWSUIT
Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Section 551.071, Texas Government Code, the Taylor City Council adjourned into Executive Session at 7:45 p.m. to consult with its attorney regarding a lawsuit filed by Mr. Edward Ray Tealer.

Council resumed the public meeting at 8:14 p.m.  No action was taken on Executive Session.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 8:14 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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