CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER ST.

JUNE 12, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of May 27, 2003 meeting. (Barbara)

2. Ordinance No. 2003-18 – Zoning change application submitted by Charles Stolte for W. J. Baker Survey, (called 1.0 acres) on State Highway 95 and FM 397 from Single-Family (R-1) District) to Local Business (B-1) District.  (Bob)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

3. Hire Data Fusion Technologies, Inc. to install GIS-based Integrated Infrastructure Management System.  (Casey) 

4. Amendment to Sloan Street design contract with PBS&J.  (David Simons) Due to the delay in the construction of Sloan Street, PBS&J has requested an amendment to their design contract in the amount of $26,550.

5. Approve public infrastructure of Rob Roy subdivision. (Frank) Mr. Routh submitted record drawings for staff review. A few comments will be made and Mr. Routh assured me the drawing would be complete before the meeting on Thursday. He is working on the maintenance bonds from Smetana and Champion. He advised the HOA (Home Owners Association) papers would be filed today with the County Clerks office.  

6. TXU Gas Rate Case: (Frank) TXU Gas has filed for a rate increase. TXU is asking that cities deny the rate increase so that the Public Utility Commission (PUC) will establish a system wide rate. Some cities (ATM) have hired Jim Boyle and Monte Akers to address the rate filing before the PUC. I have included two separate resolutions for your consideration. The first resolution would join the other cities (Alliance of TXU Municipalities - ATM) in opposing the rate case before the PUC and hires Jim Boyle and Monte Akers to represent the cities. The second resolution would comply with TXU’s request to deny the rate increase. You do not need to approve both resolutions. You only need to approve one or the other. 

· Resolution No. R03-13 authorizing participation in a coalition of cities to respond to TXU Gas rate filings.  

· Resolution No. R03-14 denying TXU Gas rate increase.

7. Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-21 – abandon 0.241-acre right-of-way at E. Lake Drive and Main St.  (Frank) The State Transportation Commission adopted a minute order in May relinquishing all State rights to the right-of-way at the corner of East Lake Drive and Hwy. 95. Staff is asking Council to abandon the right-of-way but keep a drainage/utility easement across the property.

8. Lease agreement for placement of “Welcome to Taylor” sign on Taylor Meat Co. property.  (Frank) Ted drafted a lease agreement for your consideration. The current “Welcome to Taylor” sign on West 2nd is not located on Taylor Meat Co. property. The owner of the adjacent property has asked that the sign be removed for his property. Ron Ivy has agreed to sign a lease agreement for the new sign. I have a bid from C & C Construction to build the sign in the amount of $2,800. 

9. Acquisition of fire department pumper and first responder vehicles and closure of the Victoria Street Fire Station.  (Haywood) If approved, staff would include these purchases with the future issuance of Certificates of Obligation (CO’s) that are planned for August/September. Pictures of the proposed trucks are in the reports folder.

10. Ordinance No. 2003-17 – Amend Sign Ordinance 2001-15.  (Bob) Staff is asking Council to clarify the existing sign ordinance as it relates to banners, temporary/permanent signs and fees. Barbara included a hard copy of the existing sign ordinance in your Council folder for your information.  

11. Ordinance No. 2003-19 – Budget Amendment.  (Charles) Charles made a few more changes to the budget amendment since the last meeting. Please see his transmittal letter for an explanation.

12. Municipal Court: Staff is asking Council to approve the following job descriptions. The Municipal Court Judge will have direct oversight of the Associate Municipal Court Judge. The Associate Municipal Court Judge will help with day-to-day activities of the Court. Staff is also asking Council to approve a change from Municipal Court Clerk to Municipal Court Administrator. Judge Pick and Staff are asking Council to appoint Delores Chavana as the Associate Municipal Court Judge. Delores will answer to the Director of Finance as the Municipal Court Administrator and to the Municipal Judge as to the duties of Associate Municipal Court Judge.

· Approve Municipal Court Judge job description.

· Approve Associate Municipal Court Judge job description.

· Approve Municipal Court Administrator job description.

· Appoint Associate Municipal Court Judge.

13. Authorize transfer of $215,000 to Williamson County for construction of water and wastewater utilities to eastern Williamson County Park.  (Frank) Please see the letter I wrote at the request of Commissioner Limmer for presentation at the Commissioners Court meeting on Tuesday. These funds were included in the reimbursement resolution but we need your approval to expend the funds. 

14. Board appointments:

· Main Street – Mary Linda Hayes and Norma Swaim have submitted their resignations from the Board. We have application from Connie Zycha and Miles Baska.

· Parks & Recreation – We have one vacancy and one application from Gary Brock.

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Section 551.071, Texas Government Code, the Taylor City Council will adjourn into executive Session to consult with its attorney regarding a lawsuit filed by Mr. Edward Ray Tealer.

16. Action on Executive Session

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – June 9, 2003

AIRPORT – A fly-in was a great success.   

ANNUAL STREET SEAL-COATING – Staff is working on the contract for the annual street seal coating. 

BRA (Brazos River Authority) CONTRACT – We have received the final draft of the contract from BRA. Although all of the exhibits are not attached and staff has to proof the contract one last time, I placed the proposed BRA contract under reports for your review. 

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Smetana Construction began work on Wednesday, May 21st on the drainage structure between T.H. Johnson and Crystal Circle. Casey and David Simons visited with Ms. Herrera on the designed improvements. 

ERCOT EXPANSION – Staff, along with john Nelson, is working with ERCOT on the possible expansion of their facility in Taylor.

FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE – We should have Komatsu Architectures recommendations for the Library and Central Fire station within a week. The Committee is scheduled to meet again June 30th to discuss the recommendations. 

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Nothing new to report. Still waiting on private utility relocates and staff plans to bid the North Drive improvements in June.

LOADING ZONE – I have had a few requests to either place or take out loading zones in downtown Taylor. I had a loading zone painted on 4th Street to the dismay of some of the owner/occupants. I have since had the loading zone sign removed. The request came from one individual. Staff will have the Architect on the Streetscape project address loading zones and handicapped parking as part of the project. Until then, I will not put in or take out any loading zones.

MURPHY PARK POOL – A temporary solution was found to provide water to the mushroom playscape in the zero entry pool. The concrete deck was re-poured and the pool was able to open on time. We are still trying to bring in a diver to pressure test lines, conduct a dye test and patch the cracks. Repairs are being paid out of the funds set aside for the grounds maintenance contract ($24,000). We hope the $24,000 will cover the costs.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Gould Evans and staff met on May 8th and discussed the construction documents. Staff felt after the meeting that Terra Design would move forward and make the necessary correction to the construction documents. Terra advised they would like to bid the project this fall.

REGIONAL WASTEWATER LIFT STATION – The developer’s agreement with HEB was forwarded to them for consideration.

RESIDENTIAL ZONING – Bob is still working with the Planning & Zoning Commission to develop multiple residential zoning districts. 

TRUCK ROUTE – I visited again with Mike Schultz from TxDOT. He continues to work on the sign changes for Taylor’s truck route. He advised he had been busy with other projects but should be complete shortly.
