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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on May 27, 2003, 600 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald


Absent:  Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska


Mayor Hill opened the meeting at 6:04 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Council member Gonzales and a second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – May 6, 2003 and May 13, 2003 meetings.

*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of April bills.
SONIC DRIVE-IN PROCLAMATION

Mayor Hill read a proclamation recognizing Sonic Drive-in’s 50th Birthday and Carhop Reunion.

DAN MOODY MUSEUM PROCLAMATION

Mayor Hill read a proclamation to celebrate the 100th birthday of Governor Dan Moody and the 25th anniversary of the opening of the Moody Museum to be celebrated on June 8, 2003.

STOLTE/HEB REZONING – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-18

Mayor Hill opened the public hearing for citizen comments on a rezoning request submitted by HEB on behalf of Mr. Charles Stolte.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-18.  No citizens spoke.  Mayor Hill closed the public hearing.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS A 1.064 ACRE TRACT OF LAND SITUATED IN THE W. J. BAKER SURVEY, AND BEING THAT SAME TRACT OF LAND (CALLED 1.0 ACRES) AS CONVEYED TO CHARLES STOLTE AND DESCRIBED IN VOLUME 442, PAGE 668, DEED RECORDS OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY ON STATE HIGHWAY 95 AND FARM-TO-MARKET ROAD 397 FROM SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO LOCAL BUSINESS (B-1) DISTRICT 

HEB REGIONAL LIFT STATION DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT

Public Works Director Casey Sledge stated that staff has been working with HEB to develop plans for a regional wastewater lift station for their proposed development on Highway 95 and Farm-to-Market Road 397 which will allow other developments in the area access to city sewer.  The Utility Masterplan calls for a regional lift station in this area, so it is consistent with the City’s Capital Improvements Plan.

The City’s share of $212,000 could be funded from the 2003 C.O. Bond issue, where $100,000 was budgeted for this project from the Basin 10 Lift Station.  The C.O. Bond reimbursement resolution also calls for $250,000 to go to County Park Utility Extensions; a minimum of $35,000 should come from this project budget as lines will be extended into the County Park with this project.  City Manager Frank Salvato stated that the Taylor Economic Development Corporation Board has approved $62,000 to help fund this project.

City Attorney Ted Hejl presented a revised agreement that was submitted by H.E.B. attorneys just prior to this meeting.  A few details needed to be worked out but Mr. Hejl saw no problem with resolving these issues.

Council member Mikeska moved to accept the Regional Lift Station Developer’s Agreement with HEB pending City Manager and City Attorney final approval at a maximum cost of $212,000 including the $62,000 committed from TEDC.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

MUSTANG CREEK WASTEWATER INTERCEPTOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

Public Works Director Casey Sledge presented the Mustang Creek wastewater interceptor project which includes replacing the main wastewater line along Mustang Creek from the Wastewater Treatment Plant to the intersection of Welch Street and Sloan Street.  The current 24 inch, 21 inch and 12 inch clay pipes will be replaced by 42 inch, 36 inch and 30 inch fiberglass reinforced polymer pipe.  The new lines will help reduce significant sewage overflows and allow for growth in the system.  If this work is not completed, the City will continue to experience significant sewage overflows and growth will be limited.

Hejl, Lee & Associates (HLA) have already completed a portion of the preliminary design.   This contract is to complete the preliminary design and final design to prepare the entire project for bidding.  The cost to complete the design is $235,380.  The 2003 C.O. Bond budgeted $220,000 for this project and there is $15,380 remaining from HLA’s original $118,000 design contract.

A motion was made by Mayor Hill and seconded by Council member Gonzales to approve the Mustang Creek Wastewater Interceptor professional services agreement with Hejl, Lee & Associates for a maximum of $235,380.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

BUDGET AMENDMENT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-19

Finance Director Charles Cunningham presented the 2002-2003 budget amendments based on experiences in collecting revenue and paying expenses during the first seven months of the current fiscal year.  The continued slowdown in the economy that has persisted despite the Federal government’s best efforts to stimulate the economy and get it growing again has impacted the City of Taylor like all local governments nationwide.  Sales tax collection has been below that of last year coupled with the fact that average rates of returns on investments have been much lower than last year means that the prospect of meeting original estimates in revenue from both these sources is highly unlikely.  

Given these facts, a comprehensive review of all revenue sources and expenditure appropriations was undertaken to determine what measures could be taken to provide the best chance of maintaining a balanced budget at the end of the year.  The results of that review are reflected in the proposed amendments to both revenue and expenditures of certain funds with the most emphasis being placed on the General Fund.  Each line item for each Department/ Division was examined to determine where possible cuts could be made that would least compromise the delivery of public services.  During this process, over $200,000 in cuts were identified.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-19.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-25 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 27, 2002, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2002 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2003; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY

2003 STREET MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Director of Public Works Casey Sledge presented the 2003 street maintenance bid tabulation.  The low bidder was Asphalt Paving Company of Austin in the amount of $396,419.  The project includes one and two course surface treatments and level-up on approximately 8.6 miles of streets throughout the City.  If the Council prefers, a contract may be awarded for any funding amount as low as $300,000 but if anything less than the full bid amount is awarded, staff will have to remove certain streets from consideration on a priority basis.

Council member Gonzales made a motion to award the 2003 Street Maintenance contract to Asphalt Paving Company of Austin and renegotiate a “not to exceed amount” of $350,000.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member Mikeska voted NO.  Motion Passed.

HARIMASA TEXAS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (TCDP) CAPITAL FUND GRANT #721172 – RESOLUTION NO. R03-12, ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES CONTRACT

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that HariMasa has not the purchased the property from TEDC and finalized plans for construction of a plant, so, until more definite plans are completed, staff recommends Council pass on this item.  The Council agreed.  No vote was taken.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT AGREEMENT

City Manager Frank Salvato presented the Economic Development Grant Agreement between the City and Temple College at Taylor Foundation for funding for expansion, equipment and facilities for the Taylor campus.  Mr. Salvato said that the TCAT Foundation has not taken action on this agreement and suggested the Council pass on this item until the TCAT Foundation approves this agreement. 

WILLIAMSON COUNTY CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER REQUEST FOR FUNDS

City Manager Frank Salvato presented the agreement with Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center (WCCAC) for the City to provide $5,000 for the operation of the center.  Mr. Salvato said the City has already received a written request from WCCAC for the 2002-2003 funds.  

Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the WCCAC agreement as presented.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

MOODY MUSEUM ACCOUNTS

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented a proposal approved by the Moody Museum Advisory Board (MMAB) to transfer the Museum’s landscaping and restoration and renovation funds to the Friends of the Dan Moody Museum and that the revenue from the museum rentals go directly into the City’s General Fund as of June 1, 2003.  The reinstatement of Friends of the Dan Moody Museum, a non-profit organization, was created to support the museum.  The rental income estimated at $600 to $800 annually is legally the City’s because the City owns the Moody Museum, consequently the funds should go directly to the City.

At the May 8th MMAB meeting, the members explained that some of their General Fund’s income was from donations and memorials.  Instead of voting to return this account to the City, the Board voted to determine what amount of the account was related to donations and memorials and what portion of the account was from rentals.  When this is determined, a portion of MMAB’s general fund will be returned to the City.

A motion was made by Council member Gonzales and seconded by Council member McDonald to approve the allocation plan for the Moody Museum accounts and accept rental income beginning June 1, 2003.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC PLANS

Community Development Director Bob van Til submitted six strategic plans, one for each division in the Community Development Department, for Council approval.  Mr. Van Til said that the strategic plans identify long range scope of work that the Department believes it must carry out in order to accomplish its mission.  The plans do not identify a time frame in which all the things identified must be completed.  The plans are implemented by the annual work plan or work program around which each year’s budget is built and will be reviewed and updated annually as part of the budget process.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to adopt the strategic plans.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

SIGN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-17

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented the proposed ordinance which provides revised definitions of banners and permanent signs, revised the time frame a banner sign can be displayed, adds a fee for banner signs and suggests several changes to the abandoned, damaged, or unsafe sign section.  

Council members Mikeska and McDonald both said they had received calls regarding the restrictions on banners and temporary signs.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-17.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-15 THAT ADOPTED THE SIGN ORDINANCE, BY AMENDING SECTION 2.0 DEFINITIONS, SECTION 3.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS, AND SECTION 6.0 FEES; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

ROB ROY SUBDIVISION INFRASTRUCTURE

Developer Todd Routh asked the Council to accept the public infrastructure associated with Rob Roy Subdivision.  Mr. Routh addressed items on the punch list as provided by the Public Works Department, which included seeding, homeowners association, warranty and maintenance bond and record drawings.  Mr. Routh stated that approval of the infrastructure for all lots but lots 99-114 and lots 135-150 would allow the sale of lots and construction to continue in the subdivision.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the infrastructure for all remaining lots in Rob Roy Subdivision except Lots 99-114 and 135-150.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE:  Two voted AYE.  Council member Gonzales and Council member McDonald voted NO.  Motion Failed.

COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENT TO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD

A motion was made by Council member McDonald and seconded by Council member Gonzales to appoint Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to the Chamber of Commerce Board.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT

A vacancy was created on the Planning and Zoning Commission with the election of John McDonald to the City Council.  Council member McDonald stated that he served on the Facilities Committee with John Taylor and felt Mr. Taylor would be an asset to the P&Z Board, so he was nominating Mr. Taylor to fill the vacancy on the Planning and Zoning Commission with a term expiring January 2005.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Mayor Hill made a motion to appoint Gloria Felder to the Zoning Board of Adjustment to fill an unexpired term expiring November 2003.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Council member McDonald to reappoint Duane Danek and appoint Andres Leal to the Parks & Recreation Board for three year-terms expiring May 2006. VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 8:13 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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