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(January 28, 2003 Council meeting date)

Agenda Item No. 7

Department: Community Development

Ordinance No. 2003-4

Agenda Title: Proposed Large Lot Code Enforcement Policies 

	1. DESCRIPTION/JUSTIFICATION


Existing Policy

Section 18-26 of Article II, Chapter 18 of the Taylor Code of Ordinances states:

All persons who own, occupy or possess any real property and premises shall keep the premises mowed, and shall keep such property reasonable free of noxious weeds, tall grasses and underbrush. It shall be unlawful for the owner or occupant of any real estate or improvements thereon situated to permit stagnant water to remain upon said property or to permit any condition thereon as may be liable to produce disease or to permit any filth, carrion or other impure or unwholesome matter of any kind to accumulate, collect or remain in any house, building, establishment, lot, yard or ground within this city or to permit any other objectionable unsightly or unsanitary matter of whatever nature to grow, collect, accumulate or to remain on any lot in the city.

Analysis of Existing Policy

1. Does not distinguish between types of properties (i.e.: large and small, agricultural and non-agricultural)

2. Does not define how long grass or the size of the brush should be before it is a violation

3. Section 18-26 does prohibit the accumulation of trash and debris, stagnant water to stand, etc.

Proposed Policies:

1. No grass can exceed 12 inches in height

2. Underbrush can not exceed 18 inches in height

3. Trees must be trimmed where the canopy is no closer than seven feet to the natural ground (to facilitate a person on a riding mower)

4. Trees must be trimmed to a minimum of than 12 feet above the top of the curb or edge of pavement (to facilitate the movement of fire trucks, etc).

5. Provide definitions of “underbrush”, “agriculture”, etc.

Exemptions to Proposed Policies:

1. Greater than five acres (*) or

2. Used for agricultural purposes (crop production or livestock grazing) or

3. The grass is being cultivated for agricultural purposes and

4. Has an agricultural property tax exemption

Exempted properties must adhere to the following criteria:

1. Grass and underbrush must be trimmed back a minimum of 25 feet from the edge of pavement

2. A 50 foot minimum wide strip must be maintained in compliance with section 18-26 around any inhabitable structure.

(*)This criteria was used because the platting law generally applies to lot greater than 5 acres or more.
	2. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not evaluated

	3. RECOMMENDATION


Staff recommends approval of the attached ordinance. However, this is on the agenda for a first reading only. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns by contacting me at 352-5990 or via email at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.
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DEPARTMENT HEAD:	_(ss) R.W. VAN TIL________________	DATE: ____1/20/03_____________





CITY MANAGER:_______________________________________	DATE: _________________
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