

February 6, 2003

Memorandum

To:
Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:
Charles Cunningham, Finance Director

Cc:    
Frank Salvato, City Manager


Ted Hejl, City Attorney

Date:
February 6, 2003
Re:     Revenue Ordinance 2003-07 

The City Council adopted Ordinance 2002-28 on October 10, 2002 which codified specific fees and charges for City services. At that time it was discussed that an amendment would be required a few months thereafter to revise some of the fees that were scheduled to change after the first of the year or to make any adjustments that might be required after more experience had been gained in applying some of the new fees. The purpose of this amendment to the original Fee Ordinance is to adjust some of the existing fees or add some that might have been inadvertently overlooked in the first Ordinance. 

Rather than note just the changes, the complete schedule is included as Exhibit A to Ordinance 2003-07. Specific additions or changes made to the original are listed here and commented on  as follows:

1. Item I. D 5a on page “A-2” – Building Permit Fee for New Storage, Carport, Patio (detached).  This description has been changed to “Accessory Structures” with the fee being a flat amount depending on size rather than a price per square foot. 
2. Item I. E  4-5 on page “A-2” – Plan Review for Accessory Structures . These items are recommended to be deleted since review of the plans for these items would take very little time.  

3. Item II. A  1-4 on page “A-3” – Inspection Fees for Licenses.  These four types of structures  require inspections for their licenses but were inadvertently left off the last list. 

4. Item II. A 1 & 2 on page “A-3” – Hazardous Materials Cleanup Fees. The City has charged for these clean-up services in the past and it is proposed to continue to do so at the rates indicated. 

5. Item III A – C on pages “A- 4 through A-5” – Solid Waste Collection and Disposal rates.  The base rates for these services were adjusted based on the new contract with IESI that goes into effect February 1, 2003.  The new rates will not be billed to the customer until the end of February. 

6. New - Items VI A,B,D,E on pages “A-6 through A- 7” – Wording in each section was added to make clear that the rates apply to each connections.

7. Item VI  C. 2 on page  “A-7”  - Sprinkler System Permit and Inspection. While the City is responsible for and does inspect these systems as part of the initial permitting process, subsequent follow-up inspections if they are required are done by contract inspectors and not City staff. This being the case there is no need for this fee to be established. 

8. Item IX C. on page  “A-10”  -  Library Services. None of the eight fees listed in this section were included in the original Fee Ordinance. While these fees have been in place for a number of years, they were inadvertently excluded. The Library Board may be considering changes in the rates in the future but for the time being the charges shown here are recommended to continue to be assessed.

For the reasons stated in the above, it is recommended that the City Council amend Ordinance 2002-28 by adopting Ordinance 2003-07.   

ORDINANCE NO.  2003-7
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-28 ADOPTED ON OCTOBER 10, 2002 BY CHANGING CERTAIN RATES FOR UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR:

SECTION 1.0
That the certain rates for utilities and other services provided by the city, for the support of the general government of the City of Taylor, Texas be amended in accordance with the changes shown in the attached Exhibit A.

SECTION 2.0
That the amendment, as shown in words and figures in Exhibit A, is hereby approved in all aspects and adopted as an amendment to Ordinance No. 2002-28.

SECTION 3.0
All other provisions of Ordinance No. 2002-28 shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 4.0
In accordance with Article 8 of the City Charter, this ordinance was introduced before the City Council of the City of Taylor, Texas on the 28th day of January, 2003.


PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED on the 13th day of February, 2003.

__________________________________

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

City of Taylor, Texas

ATTEST:

________________________

Barbara Belz, City Clerk
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