PLANNING NOTES

ANNEX U

LEGAL

These planning notes are intended as an aid in developing

Annex U.  They are not part of the annex and should not be

included in your emergency management plan.  Nor should

they be forwarded with your annex and checklist to your 

Regional Liaison Officer for review.

Planning Notes

 for

Annex U, Legal

1. General

A. Throughout the sample annex, brackets are used to highlight text that should be tailored for local circumstances.  For example, if the annex text indicates [County Judge/Mayor], County Judge will typically be deleted for municipal plans, while Mayor will typically deleted from county plans.  For interjurisdictional plans, the entry should be reworked to describe local practice.  Hence, in an interjurisdictional plan, the entry [County Judge/Mayor] might be replaced by County Judge and Mayors, County Judge or Mayors, County Judge, assisted by Mayors, or other text depending on local practice.  

B. The entry [county/city] should be replaced with an appropriate jurisdiction name -- generally the city name or the county name.  For interjurisdictional plans (a county and one or more cities), normal practice is to either enter the county name alone or enter the county name followed by the phrase “and cities adhering to this plan” or something similar to avoid having a lengthy list of cities repeated throughout the annex.

2. Specific

A. Section III.   Explain in this section any additional acronyms or other terms that you add to the sample annex.

B. Section V.A.2.a.  For an interjurisdictional plan, modify the last sentence to read:   Copies of county disaster declarations should be filed with the Division of Emergency Management (DEM) and the County Clerk and copies should be provided to the mayors of cities party to this plan; copies of city declarations should be filed with DEM and the City Secretary and a copy provided to the County Judge.

C. Section V.A.2.c

1) For an interjurisdictional plan, replace the slash between Commissioner’s Court and City Council in the first sentence with “or.”

2) In the second sentence, delete court order in municipal plans and delete ordinance in county plans that are not interjurisdictional.

D. Section V.A.3.  This section is applicable for the legal annex of county and interjurisdictional plans, but should be removed from the annex of municipal plans.

E. Section V.B.   For interjurisdictional plans, the slashes in [county/city] and [County Judge/Mayor] should be replaced with “and.”

F. Section VI.A.  For an interjurisdictional plan, the following language may be appropriate:

The County Attorney has overall responsibility for providing legal services to the County Judge, Commissioner’s Court, county department heads, and other county officials during an emergency.  The City Attorney has overall responsibility for providing legal services to the Mayor, City Council, city department heads, and other city officials during an emergency.

G. Section VI.B.  For interjurisdictional plans, the slashes in [County Judge/Mayor ], [county/city] , and [County Clerk/City Secretary] should be replaced with “and.”

H. Section VII.A .   For interjurisdictional plans, the following language may be more appropriate: 

The County Attorney is responsible for providing legal services to the County Judge, Commissioner’s Court, county department heads, and other county officials during an emergency and for preparing all legal documents necessary to facilitate emergency operations.  The City Attorney is (or City Attorneys are) responsible for providing similar legal services to the Mayor, City Council, city department heads, and city officials.  The County Attorney and City Attorney(s) shall coordinate their efforts to ensure that legal advice provided to all jurisdictions party to this plan during an emergency is consistent and provides a sound basis for integrated county/city effort.  Supervisors will exercise their usual supervisory responsibilities over legal personnel.

I. Section VII.B.  In an interjurisdictional program, the County and City Attorneys may coordinate to determine which department will provide a legal services representative in the EOC.  If so, indicate in the text of this section.

J. Section X.  For an interjurisdictional plan, either the County Attorney or a City Attorney may be assigned responsibility for maintaining this annex.

K. Appendix 2.   For county plans, delete references to city and mayor.  For city plans, delete references to county and county judge.   For interjurisdictional plans, it is desirable to provide a copy of the sample declaration formatted for county use and another copy formatted for city use.

L. Appendices 3, 4, and 5.   For county plans, delete references to city council, mayor, and city ordinance.  For city plans, delete references to county judge, commissioner’s court, and commissioner’s court order.   For interjurisdictional plans, it is desirable to provide a copy of a sample county order formatted for county use and another copy formatted as a city ordinance for city use. 

M. Appendices 6 and 7.  These sample documents are used to promulgate to burn bans for unincorporated areas within counties.  The documents are applicable for the legal annex of county and interjurisdictional plans, but should be deleted from this annex for municipal plans.
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