The City Council of the City of Taylor met on November 25, 2002, 6:00 p.m. City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Jeffrey M. Berger
City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Donald R. Hill
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Gary Maruska


Council member Tim Mikeska 

Mayor Berger opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was approved by a motion from Council member Maruska and a second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Approve minutes from November 14, 2002 meeting.

HOTEL/MOTEL QUARTERLY REPORT

Chamber of Commerce Director Shanta Kuhl presented the 3rd quarter 2002 hotel/motel funds report.  Ms. Kuhl reviewed contributions, operating supplies, advertising and promotion and contributions to civic organizations, travel expenses and capital outlay.

Mayor Pro Tem Hill moved to approve and accept the Chamber of Commerce hotel/motel 3rd quarter report.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

TOURISM ASSESSMENT

Ms. Kuhl stated that on June 11, 2002 tourism specialists with the Texas Dept of Economic Development came to Taylor to explore the natural, historic and cultural attractions as well as the shopping, dining, sports and leisure facilities that are available.  They also gathered information about festivals and special events that happen in Taylor.  Taylor’s strengths were noted as:  Main Street City, promotional literature such as the Texas BBQ Trail brochure and Festivals of Central Texas brochure, regional cooperation and regional tourism organizations.

Perceived weaknesses in Taylor are:  road conditions, railroad tracks dividing the town, limited restaurant operating hours, lack of signage and funding.  Taylor could benefit from highway signage telling visitors about the city’s offerings and where they are located.  Directional signage should be added during downtown redevelopment efforts.  The availability of trained, able, motivated workforce can be a problem to industry and tourism.

MINIMUM SITE AND LOT AREA, PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS – AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 – ORDINANCE NO. 2002-42

Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that staff recommends tabling this item to allow time to resolve the questions on vesting rights.  Council member Maruska moved to table until December 17th meeting.  Second by Mayor Berger.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT DESIGN CONTRACT

Capital Projects Manager David Simons stated that for several years, construction of a new laboratory/office has been planned at the wastewater treatment plant to replace the current 300 square foot concrete block facility.  The concept for the proposed building is 1,2000 sq. ft. with a 400 sq. ft. laboratory room, office spaces, bathroom, locker/shower room, storage, and break/meeting area.  Funding for this project has been previously budgeted for out of sewer fund operating revenue and this is still the recommended source for the design contract.  Note: only the design contract is under consideration; staff will return to Council for construction authorization.

Architect R. Gill & Associates proposes to develop a site plan and floor plan for staff’s review and approval and then design the complete set of construction plans and specifications around that layout for $9,500.  The total estimated cost for design, construction, equipment, and furnishings for this structure is approximately $100,000 to $120,000.  

A motion was made by Council member Maruska and seconded by Mayor Berger to award the design contract for the wastewater treatment plant lab to R. Gill & Associates for $9,500.00.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE SOLID WASTE CONTRACT

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that the a staff review committee evaluated the solid waste collection RFP’s from IESI and Texas Disposal Systems and is requesting authorization to negotiate a solid waste contract with IESI.

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hill to authorize staff to negotiate a solid waste contract with IESI.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPOINTMENT

Council member Mikeska moved to reappoint John Sanford to a two-year term on the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  CITY OF TAYLOR VS. JIM B. PRATER

Mayor Berger recessed the regular session of the City Council meeting to conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with it’s City Attorney regarding advise concerning litigation:  City of Taylor vs. Jim B. Prater condemnation and damage.

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Berger reconvened the regular session of the City Council meeting.  Council member Maruska made a motion to purchase Jim Prater’s property at 99 Airport Road in accordance with the settlement agreement for $85,000.00.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Berger adjourned the meeting 7:11 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Jeffrey M. Berger, Mayor

Taylor City Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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