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April 10, 2003 Meeting

	Agenda Item#:____12_______                   Department:___Public Works___
Resolution / Ordinance #__________

Agenda Item:

Authorize a Design Contract for Relocating Utilities Associated with TXDOT Bridge Replacements.




	RECOMMENDATION: 

· Authorize a design contract for relocation of utilities around the 3rd Street Bridge and the Old Thorndale Road Bridge to the firm, Dannenbaum Engineering, Corp., for an amount not to exceed $16,000.

DESCRIPTION/JUSTIFICATION:
Williamson County applied to and received approval from the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) to have bridges on Old Thorndale Road and East 3rd Street replaced as part of TXDOT’s off-system bridge replacement program.  The existing structures are wooden and probably date back to the 1930s.  Williamson County is supplying the required local construction match to TXDOT for the bridge projects.  Before bridge replacement can begin, the City of Taylor must relocate water and sewer utilities that will be in conflict with the new bridges, obtain the necessary easements and right-of-way, and coordinate the relocation of private utilities.  TXDOT is nearly complete with the bridge designs and has scheduled the award of the bridge construction contract for October 2003.

In order to have the City’s utilities moved in time for TXDOT’s project, staff has requested a proposal for the utility relocation design from Dannenbaum Engineering, Corp.  Included in the proposal are surveying and bidding services.  It appears that at both bridges, sanitary sewers will have to be relocated onto adjacent private property; therefore preparation of easement exhibits is also included in the proposal.

FINANCIAL/BUDGET:

Dannenbaum Engineering proposes to provide these design services for a total of $13,574.50 (see attached proposal).  Staff recommends that $16,000 be approved for this design contract to cover minor unforeseen change orders.  The total estimated cost for design and construction is approximately $100,000 to $120,000.  Right-of-way and easement acquisition costs are unknown at this time.

The recommended source of funding for this design contract is utility fund operating revenue.
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