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City Council Meeting 

January 13, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #: 9

Council Action: Conduct Public Hearing
Agenda Title: Conduct Final Public Hearing for Comprehensive Planning Grant.

Initiating Department: Community Development

Staff Contact: Bob Van Til, Director of Community Development
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to conduct a final public hearing to close out the comprehensive planning project.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Background

As you know, the City received a grant from the Office of Rural and Community Affairs (ORCA) in 2003 to prepare a new comprehensive plan. This $34,900 grant was supplemented with a local match of $50,000 from the City and $35,000 from the Taylor Economic Development Corporation. In late 2003, the City Council and the Taylor Economic Development Corporation Board appointed two steering committees. One Committee prepared the Economic Development Plan, the other prepared the “core” plan consisting of housing, transportation, land use, etc. In that same time frame, the City hired Angelou Economics to assist with the preparation of the Economic Development Plan, and Wilbur Smith to assist with the completion of the “core” plan.

The planning process began in January 2004. In October 2004, the Steering committee recommended adoption of the plan. In November 2004, the Planning and Zoning Commission also recommended approval of the plan to the City Council. 

In December, the Council conducted a public hearing on the plan in anticipation of taking action on the plan in January 2005.

Issues and Analysis

The contract the City has with ORCA ends on January 31, 2005. It stipulates that before we can close out the project, the City must conduct a public hearing, not so much on the plan, but on the planning process.  In part, the plan must benefit all low to moderate-income citizens in the city. Consequently, we must demonstrate that the staff made every effort to include and inform low to moderate income citizens of the plan.

This public hearing will allow citizens to comment on that process. To prepare for this public hearing, staff carried out the following out-reach plan:

1. A bi-lingual notice was published in the non-legal section of the Taylor Daily Press

2. A notice was placed on the city’s utility bills

3. A notice was posted on the City’s planning web-site: www.growingtaylor.com
4. An email was distributed key stakeholders in the community with the request to pass on the information to others

5. A draft plan was placed in the library

6. Posters were distributed through out the City.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not applicable.

	4. RECOMMENDATION


            Conduct the public hearing to satisfy planning grant requirements.

	5. Reference documents



N/A
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