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 City Council Meeting 

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #: 5

Agenda Title: Consider alternative dispositions of the structure in front of the original swimming pool in Murphy Park. 

Council Action :  Motion to determine disposition of structure

Initiating Department: City Management/Legal

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this agenda item is to consider the disposition of the restrooms/concession stand and entrance to the original swimming pool in Murphy Park, that is currently in disuse and poor state of repair.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Background

In April of 2004, Ms. Neta Callahan approached the City Council with a request to preserve the structure that is in front of the original swimming pool in Murphy Park. She argued that the structure has historical significance and should be restored to serve the teens of this community at no cost to the City. Ms. Callahan has not however, been able to provide the City with information substantiating how her plans could be carried out and how the program would be sustained into the future. At that time, the Master Parks Plan Committee was working on the Master Parks Plan and Casey Sledge (the City’s Engineer at the time) was assigned to look at the building and provide a memo recounting the results of his investigation, to the Council. A copy of the memo dated April 23, 2004 is provided as a referenced document in Section 6 below. After discussing the results, Council made a motion to refer the item to the Master Parks Plan Committee for it’s recommendation. Ms. Callahan made a presentation to the Parks Master Plan Committee during their planning process. On December 13, 2004, the Master Parks Plan Committee made a recommendation to remove the structure, but leave the slab and old swimming pool until a decisions could be made in the future of possible use of the site. On December 14, 2004, the Facilities Review Committee considered the same issue. Ms. Callahan was at that meeting and provided input on the issue. The Facilities Review Committee unanimously recommended that the structure be removed and that no efforts be made to save it for future rehabilitation. 

Issues and Analysis

Based on the analysis of the building by the former City Engineer, the building has structural problems. Of course, with the proper amount of funds, the structure could be saved and repaired. 

While the structure may not be in eminent danger of collapse, its deteriorated condition does present an eyesore in the park as well as a contingent safety liability if unauthorized persons were able to gain access to it.  Options open to the Council are to authorize removal of the structure but retain the slab and pool areas for use in the future or take necessary steps to attempt to preserve the structure.

If it were the Council’s wish to save the building, an architect would have to be hired to put together building plans and call for bids.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Staff has been getting pricing on removal of the building. Current estimates are between $10,000 and $15,000 for removal by private contractor. Staff believes City forces can be used to remove the structure safely at a cost of between $4,000-$5,000 plus the amounts already budgeted for city crews and equipment. 

	4. RECOMMENDATION


No staff recommendation is made on this project. If Council determines that the building should be saved, we are ready to proceed with determining the cost of hiring an architect to conduct a study and provide preliminary design services. If Council wishes to demolish the structure, staff is ready to move forward with its removal.

	5. REFERENCE FILES 


a. Staff memorandum dated 4/23/04 concerning the condition of the structure                              at the original Murphy Park Pool. 

b. Photos Group 1 and 2 of Original Bathhouse and Group 3 of current structure, the latter of which is believed to have been constructed in or about 1946.  (go to CD directory under “Photos Folder” to view the last group.)
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