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INVITATION TO BID

The City of Taylor, Texas is soliciting sealed bids to Lease out 41.46 acres of land out of Parthinia Coursey Survey, Abstract No. 131 at 1605 E. Fourth Street.  The lease is for a twelve (12) month period commencing on January 1, 2005 with the option to renew on a one-year term on an annual basis.

SEALED bids will be received at the office of the Purchasing Manager, 400 Porter Street, Taylor, Texas 76574 until 2:00 P.M., Monday, December 27, 2004.   All bids will be publicly opened, read aloud and retained by the City for tabulation, checking and evaluation.

Bids sent via facsimile WILL NOT be accepted.  Any bid received after the time set for opening will be returned to bidder unopened.

Bids shall be submitted in sealed envelopes on the blank form furnished for that purpose.  Sealed envelopes shall be marked as follows:

"CEMETERY LAND LEASE BID NO. 05-006
-DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 
2:00 P.M. Monday, December 27, 2004”
Specifications and bidding documents may be examined without charge at the office of the Purchasing Manager, 400 Porter Street, Taylor, Texas 76574.  For more information, please call (512) 352-5997 ext. 11.

The City of Taylor reserves the right to accept or reject bids submitted, waive any or all informalities in bidding, and hold the bids for a period of sixty (60) days without taking action thereon.

CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

ADVERTISEMENT DATES:

December 10, 2004

December 17, 2004
INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS

1. The lease period is for twelve (12) months with the option to renew on a one-year term on an annual basis commencing on January 1 of each year and ending on December 31 of the same year.

2.  The City or Lessee may cancel the lease by giving a thirty (30) day written notice prior to the commencement of the next term of said lease.
3. Full payment will be made simultaneously with the execution of the lease and the lease shall be considered a fully 

paid up lease.

4. All proposals submitted must state a detailed description of the following:

a. Use of land – farming, etc.

b. Care of land – shredding, herbicides, etc.

4.  The bid award shall be based upon, but not necessarily limited to the following factors:

       a.   Price

b. Willingness and ability to meet special needs and requirements of the City

c. Specified use and care of land

5. Direct questions about this invitation and specifications to Lisa Thompson, Purchasing Manager at  (512) 352-5997 ext. 11.

Land Lease Specifications

1. Lessee agrees to farm cultivated land in a good and farm like manner and to use his best effort to keep noxious weeds and grasses from going to seed on said premises.  All spraying on land will be done by a licensed applicator.

2. Lessee agrees to keep pasture land free of noxious weeds and vegetation and to herbicide said land at least one time during the term of this lease and to further shred same, as often as may be necessary to control such noxious vegetation if same is not controlled by herbicide.

3. Lessee agrees to pay for liability insurance in connection with both the cultivated land and pasture land showing the City as an additional insured and to furnish evidence of such insurance.

4. Lessee agrees to keep fences around the pasture land in a good state of repair which shall be sufficient to turn cattle or larger livestock.   The Lessor may terminate the lease at Lessor’s discretion upon the Lessee’s inability to maintain any livestock kept on the property within the confines of the fenced area. 

5. Lessee agrees to keep said lease premises in a neat and clean appearing condition and shall be responsible to all neighbors in connection with his operations hereunder.

6. Lessee agrees to protect any governmental allotments, quotas or bases and shall be entitled to receive, keep and retain any governmental payments by reason thereof.

7. Lessee agrees to not permit hunting on the land.  No discharging of firearms of any kind will be allowed.  Signs stating firearms prohibited will be posted.

8. Lessee agrees no equipment or vehicles will be sold on this land.  

9. Lessor reserves the right for itself, its agents and employees to go in and upon said land at any time for the purpose of inspecting same or for the purpose of making improvements such as terracing such land.  Such improvements shall be conducted at a time when it shall not interfere with Lessee’s operations.

10. Lessor reserves the right to place signs and to permit others to place signs on said property along the highway frontage without any compensation being paid to Lessee.

11. This lease shall not be assigned or sublet without the express consent of Lessor first obtained in writing.

12.  At the termination of this lease, Lessee agrees to surrender prompt and peaceful possession of said property and premises, and if it should be necessary to hire an attorney to take possession, Lessee agrees to pay reasonable attorney’s fees and court cost.

BID FORM

Annual Lease Price                               $__________________________

Use of Land:                 _______________________________________________________________________

                                      _______________________________________________________________________



           ________________________________________________________________________

                                     ________________________________________________________________________

                                     ________________________________________________________________________

                                     ________________________________________________________________________

Care of Land:               ________________________________________________________________________

                                     ________________________________________________________________________

                                     ________________________________________________________________________

                                    _________________________________________________________________________

                                    _________________________________________________________________________

                                    _________________________________________________________________________

Bidder Name:              ____________________________________________

Signature:                    ____________________________________________

Address:                      ____________________________________________

                                   _____________________________________________

Telephone #:               ____________________

Date:                           ____________________

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1.  APPLICABLE LAW
This agreement shall be governed by the Uniform Commercial Code as adopted in the State of Texas as effective and in force on the date of this agreement.

2.  DEFINED TERMS
 The term "Bidder" means one who submits a Bid directly to the City, as distinct from a sub‑bidder, who submits a bid to a Bidder.  The term "Successful Bidder" means the qualified, responsible and responsive Bidder to whom the City makes an award.  The term "Bidding Documents" includes the Advertisement or Invitation to Bid, Instructions to Bidders, and the Bid Form (including all Addenda issued prior to receipt of Bids).

3.  COPIES OF BIDDING DOCUMENTS
3.1. Complete sets of the Bidding Documents in the number and for the sum, if any, may be obtained from the Purchasing Manager.

3.2. Complete sets of Bidding Documents must be used in preparing Bids.  The City assumes no responsibility for errors or misinterpretations resulting from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding Documents.

3.3.  The City in making copies of Bidding Documents available on the above terms do so only for 

        the purpose of obtaining Bids and do not confer a license or grant for any other use.

4.  QUALIFICATIONS OF BIDDERS
No pre-qualifications of Bidders is required.  

5.  INTERPRETATIONS AND ADDENDA
5.1. Questions received less than 96 hours prior to the date and time for opening of Bids may not

       be answered.  Only questions answered by formal written Addenda will be binding.  Oral and 

       other interpretations or clarifications will be without legal effect.

5.2. Addenda may also be issued to modify the Bidding Documents as deemed advisable by the City.

5.3. The bid proposal as submitted by the bidder shall be so constructed as to include any

       addenda issued by the City prior to 24 hours of the opening of bids, with the appropriate recognition of addenda so  

       noted in the bid proposal.

6.  BID FORM
6.1.  The Bid Form is included with the Bidding Documents.

6.2.  All blanks on the Bid Form must be completed in ink or by typewriter.

6.3. Bids by corporations must be executed in the corporate name by the president or a vice‑president (or other corporate 

        officer accompanied by evidence of authority to sign) and the corporate seal must be affixed and attested by the 

        secretary or an assistant secretary.  The corporate address and state of incorporation must be shown below the    

        signature.

6.4. Bids by partnerships must be executed in the partnership name and signed by a partner, whose title must appear 

        under the signature and the official address of the partnership must be shown below the signature.

6.5. All names must be typed or printed.

6.6. The address and telephone number for communications regarding the Bid must be shown.

7.  SUBMISSION OF BIDS
Bids shall be submitted at the time and place indicated in the Invitation to Bidders and shall be enclosed in an opaque sealed envelope, marked with the bid title and name and address of the Bidder and accompanied by the Bid security and other required documents.

If the Bid is sent through the mail or other delivery system the sealed envelope shall be enclosed in a separate envelope with the notation "BID ENCLOSED" on the face of it.  The Owner shall not be responsible for bids not received prior to bid opening if sent by mail or other means. 

8.  MODIFICATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS

Bids may be modified or withdrawn by an appropriate document duly executed (in the manner that a Bid must be executed) and delivered to the place where Bids are to be submitted at any time prior to the opening of Bids.

9.  OPENING OF BIDS

Bids will be opened and read aloud publicly.  An abstract of the amounts of the base Bids and major alternates (if any) will be made available to Bidders after the opening of Bids.

10.  BIDS TO REMAIN SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE
All bids will remain subject to acceptance for sixty (60) days after the day of the Bid opening, but the City may, in its sole discretion, release any Bid and return the Bid security prior to that date.

11.  AWARD OF CONTRACT
11.1.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all Bids, to waive any and all informalities not involving price, time or 

changes in the service and to negotiate contract terms with the Successful Bidder, and the right to disregard all nonconforming, nonresponsive, unbalanced or conditional Bids.  Also, the City reserves the right to reject the Bid of any Bidder if the City believes that it would not be in the best interest of the City to make an award to that Bidder, whether because the Bid is not responsive or the Bidder is unqualified or of doubtful financial ability or fails to meet any other pertinent standard or criteria established by Owner.  Discrepancies between the indicated sum of any column of figures and the correct sum thereof will be resolved in favor of the correct sum.  Discrepancies between words and figures will be resolved in favor of words.

11.2.  In evaluating Bids, the City will consider the qualifications of the Bidders, whether or not the Bids comply with the 

          prescribed requirements, and such alternates as may be requested in the Bid Form or prior to the Notice of Award.

11.3.  The City may conduct such investigations as the City deems necessary to assist in the evaluation of any Bid and to 

         establish the responsibility, qualifications and financial ability of Bidders, proposed Subcontractors, Suppliers and 

         other persons and organizations to perform and furnish the service in accordance with the City's satisfaction 

         within the prescribed time.

11.4.  If the contract is to be awarded, it will be awarded to the Bidder whose evaluation by the City indicates to 

          the City that the award will be in the best interests of the City.

11.5.  If the contract is to be awarded, the City will give the Successful Bidder a Notice of Award within sixty (60) days      

         after the day of the Bid opening.
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