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 City Council Meeting 

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #: 10

Agenda Title: Consider Ordinance Approving the Taylor Comprehensive Plan.

Ordinance:  #  2004-27

Initiating Department: Community Development

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this agenda item is to consider an ordinance approving the new Comprehensive Plan.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Background

Last year the City received a grant from the Office of Rural and Community Affairs (ORCA) to update our comprehensive plan. The last time the City updated its comprehensive plan was in 1996. In addition to the $36,900 grant, the City provided a $50,000 match and the Taylor EDC provided $35,000 for the economic development portion of the plan.

In the fall of 2003, the Council awarded planning contracts to Wilbur Smith and Associates and Anglou Economics to assist with the preparation of the plan. Also in that timeframe, the Council appointed a Steering Committee to guide the planning process. The Taylor EDC Board also appointed a Steering Committee to guide the planning process of the economic development portion of the plan.

The Steering Committees met together for a while until the economic development portion of the plan was completed. That part of the plan was completed in April of 2004.  The Steering Committee for the comprehensive plan has met monthly, sometimes twice per month, to prepare the plan.

Issues and Analysis

The contract with the State (ORCA) ends on January 31, 2005. The public hearing on the 9th of December will allow enough time for the Council to consider any new public input or for the staff to include any Council-led initiatives. The final adoption of the plan is scheduled for the first meeting in January.

The City Council conducted a public hearing on the plan during the December meeting and also introduced the ordinance approving the plan.

The final public hearing on the plan is also scheduled for this meeting, following which the Council will be asked to consider the ordinance.

Should the Council approve the plan, staff will begin work on the Implementation Committee appointments. As you will see from the information contained in Chapter 11, Implementation, the Committee will meet at least on a semi-annual basis to review the progress of the implementation of the plan.

This committee will be appointed by the Council, with appointments from other effected stakeholders (TEDC, TISD, County, TCNET, TCAT, Health District, etc), to review the progress of the implementation of priorities identified in the implementation plan and report back to the numerous elected and appointed boards. They will also recommend any changes that may be needed to the plan through the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not applicable

	4. RECOMMENDATION


On October 26, 2004, the Steering Committee recommended that the City adopt the plan. On November 9, 2004, the Planning and Zoning Commission conducted a public hearing on the plan. Following the public hearing, they recommended that the Council adopt the plan.

Staff recommends approval of the plan.

Attached you will find an electronic version of the plan for your review. If you would like a hard copy of the plan, please let me know.

Also attached is the ordinance adopting the proposed comprehensive plan.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns by calling me at 512-352-5990 x 16 or contact me via email at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.
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APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL





DEPARTMENT HEAD:	_(ss) R.W. VAN TIL________________	DATE: _______1/3/05____
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