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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on December 9, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Mayor Donald Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Ella Jez
City Attorney, Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Clerk Susan Brock

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald

INVOCATION

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

No citizens came forward.

CONSENT AGENDA


*Minutes from November 11 and November 23, 2004.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to approve consent agenda items as presented and seconded by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSIDER AWARD OF BID ON PURCHASE OF MURPHY PARK ACREAGE.

In 1983 a city election authorized the City Council to sell city parkland with the potential for successful commercial development or other higher and better use. Recent inquiries from prospective commercial developers and the need for development of additional retail sales in Taylor, prompted the City Council to authorize bids to sell up to 3.0 acres in Murphy Park at the southwest corner of Lake Drive and Main Street.  Part of the property (Sportsman Field) is currently being used by the Pop Warner Football league and an agreement has been reached with the School District to construct a temporary replacement field on school property until a permanent location is established at the new East Williamson County Sports Field Development. Part of the sales price includes an amount of $75,000 for construction of the new field ($60,000) and purchase of equipment and supplies for the Pop Warner League ($15,000). 

Bids were opened on December 8 and three bids were considered from Crosswell-Greenwood, Cedarwood Development, and SCC Texas Group.  Based on planned use as well as bid price, council discussion resulted in a motion by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to award the bid to Cedarwood Development for a CVS Pharmacy.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER REJECTING ALL BIDS ON ‘PRINTING AND MAILING SERVICES’ BID NO. 05-001.

City investigated the feasibility of changing from a postcard utility bills to a standard full page bill, and a solicitation of bids for these services was made.  Two bids were received:

Centex 

$23,989.14 annually

Dataprose

$13,188.00 annually 

Dataprose’s bid was 55% less than Centex, a local vendor.  However, the calculations made by Dataprose were not in strict conformance with the bid form supplied in the bid packet.  The Centex bid conformed to the bid specifications but was considerably higher than Dataprose’s. 

When Dataprose was contacted to verify their bid based on the same criteria used for Centex, a revised figure was provided. Since the low bid did not conform exactly with the bidding instructions but was considerably lower than the other bid, staff recommended to reject all bids and solicit new bids with a new bid form to provide an objective comparison of the bids.  The scope of services included in the specifications also needs to be changed as staff will now be creating the monthly newsletter rather than the vendor.  In the original specifications, the vendor would have been responsible for composing the newsletter.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to reject all bids and authorize staff to revise the prior bid specifications.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER LICENSE AGREEMENT L04-2 REGARDING 1702 W. LAKE DRIVE PROPERTY.

Bob Vantil, Director, Community Development, presented a request from the property owners of 1702 W Lake Drive to allow an existing garage to remain located in a city alley.  Following the recent sale of the property, the mortgage and title companies were unable to determine if the alley had been abandoned.  City staff recommended entering into a license agreement over right-of-way abandonment.  The license agreement between the purchaser, Mary Guarard, and the City stipulates that if the garage is removed the agreement becomes null and void.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to enter into a license agreement with the owner of 1702 W. Lake Drive.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER TAYLOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOTEL/MOTEL 2005 BUDGET.
Shanta Kuhl, Executive Director, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, presented the proposed 2005 Hotel/Motel budget.  The proposed budget represents a $10,000 increase from 2004 with the added expenses being concentrated on expanded advertising activities.  Council member Jez made a motion to accept the budget as presented; Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION R04-28 REGARDING A TWDB GRANT APPLICATION FOR FLOOD PROTECTION PLANNING.

In December, 2003, a grant application was submitted to the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) for flood planning assistance.  The City of Taylor was not awarded a grant.  The TWDB is again accepting applications but they must be submitted this month (December, 2004) and they require a resolution from the governing body that authorizes the City to enter into a contract with the TWDB if the City is awarded grant money.  Staff sent out a Flood Damage Questionnaire to citizens in flood prone areas in order to document flooding problems.  Almost 10% of the 500+ questionnaires have been returned to the City and the information gained from them will be included in the application.

The current application includes a request for $100,000 from the TWDB and a City match of $75,000 to improve the chances of receiving funding.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve Resolution R04-28 to submit a grant application with a $100,000 match from the city.  Council member Jez seconded the motion. VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.
PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-27 ADOPTING 2004 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption of the ordinance:

ORDINANCE No. 2004-27

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2004 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE CITY OF TAYLOR; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH.

Mayor Hill declared the public hearing open.  No public comment was heard.  Consultant Ann Bagley presented an overview of the plan and thanked the staff and citizens for their input and cooperative efforts throughout the process.  The ordinance was official declared introduced.

CONSIDER AMENDMENT TO WHOLESALE WATER AGREEMENT WITH HUTTO.

The City of Hutto is requesting changes to the wholesale water agreement with the City of Taylor.  The proposed amendment addresses an increase the amount of water they can purchase, how impact fees are calculated and paid, and revised limits on when they can draw water, once the treatment plant is expanded and the new higher pressure plane is up and online. 

The amendment to the Agreement will safeguard the best interests of the City of Taylor by ensuring that the total needs of the City in terms of volume and pressure are served first, the sale of the water is an economic benefit to the City and that the quality of water is not diminished in any way.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve the amendment to the agreement as presented.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER MOU CONCERNING JOINT VENTURE MARKETING/BUSINESS LOCATION EFFORT.

John Nelson, Executive Director of the Taylor Economic Development Corporation (TEDC) presented a request for the City to approve a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to allow the TEDC to work closely with other entities in Williamson County to attract a Tier 1 or 2 manufacturer supplying part to the Toyota plant to be built in San Antonio.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to support the effort and approve the Memorandum of Understanding as presented.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO MAIN STREET ADVISORY BOARD AND MOODY MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD.

The Main Street Board had two vacancies and five applicants.  Council member Jez made a motion to support the Board’s recommendations to appoint Lonnie Zycha and Robert G. Ackerman, II to fill the two vacancies.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

The Moody Museum Advisory Board had three members up for reappointment and two vacancies to be filled with four applicants.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to reappoint Susan Komandosky, Sue Seggern, and Betty Jackson to the Board and to appoint Patricia Romero and Nicole Filz to the Board as new members.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.  

The council members adjourned into executive session at 7:50 pm to discuss the performance evaluation of the city manager.  Council resumed their regular council meeting at 9:55 pm.  No action was taken during executive session.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to give the City Manager Salvato a 4% raise effective December 1.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 9:56 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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