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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on December 9, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato
Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska


Council member John McDonald

Mayor Hill opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – October 28, 2003, November 7, 2003 and November 13, 2003.
*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of October bills.

*ORDINANCE NO. 2003-40 – ZONING CHANGE REQUEST FOR 4500 NORTH MAIN STREET

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS J. PHARRASS SURVEY, APPROXIMATELY 6.00 ACES, 4500 N. MAIN STREET FROM SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO GENERAL BUSINESS (B-2) DISTRICT

*ORDINANCE NO. 2003-44 – ZONING CHANGE REQUEST FOR 15.695 ACRES ON MALLARD LANE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS W. J. BAKER SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 65, APPROXIMATELY 15.695 ACRES ON MALLARD LANE FROM RURAL/AGRICULTURE (R/A) DISTRICT TO LOCAL BUSINESS (B-1) DISTRICT

*LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT - ORDINANCE NO. 2003-37

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE NO. 2001-13 ADOPTED ON APRIL 24, 2001 BY CHANGING SECTION 2, SCOPE, ADDING EXEMPTIONS FOR PROPERTY USED FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES OR ZONED “RURAL/AGRICULTURE”

WILLIAMSON COUNTY “URBAN COUNTY PROGRAM”
Future Links Technology representative Latrice Hertzler and Leo Wood of Leo Wood & Associates presented the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) Williamson County “Urban County” Program.  Five grants are a part of the HUD Consolidated Plan which brings Federal money to the County, Ms. Hertzler said.  The County must develop a consolidated plan and then the County Commissioners will make recommendations for funding to Cities.  Mr. Wood said these grants can expand economic development, provide decent housing and create a suitable living environment.  The CDBG grant of $1.28M is to be distributed to participating cities.  A public hearing will be held on January 20, 2004.   The City of Taylor’s survey is due to the County by December 17, 2003.

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (TCEQ) INVESTIGATION

Public Works Director Casey Sledge reviewed the Summary of Investigation Findings conducted by the TCEQ on the water treatment plant.  TCEQ was invited to attend a Council meeting to discuss the alleged violations and issues involving potential expansion of our surface water treatment facility but they declined.

INTERLOCAL PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT

City Manager Frank Salvato said that the Texas Local Government Statewide Purchasing Cooperative was created to assist Cooperative Members in compliance with state bidding requirements, in identifying qualified vendors of commodities, goods and services, in relieving the burdens of the governmental purchasing function and to realize the various potential economics, including administrative cost savings.  It is staff’s recommendation that the Council approve the Interlocal Participation Agreement for the Texas Local Government Purchasing Cooperative.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to join the Texas Local Government Purchasing Cooperative.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

4TH STREET STATION LICENSE AGREEMENT L03-2

4th Street Station manager Deborah Dutton said she would be taking over operation of the 4th Street Station Restaurant on January 1, 2004 and is asking the council to approve the License Agreement allowing them to transport open beverages across the alley to the meeting rooms. City Manager Frank Salvato said the license will allow usage of the public alley required by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member McDonald to approve License Agreement L03-2.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE. Council member Mikeska abstained.  Motion Passed.

REIMBURSE CERTAIN COSTS RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF 2004 BONDS – RESOLUTION NO. R03-36

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution No. R03-36.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING OFFICIAL INTENT TO REIMBURSE FOR CERTAIN COSTS 

Council member Gonzales left the meeting because of a prior commitment.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Public Works Director Casey Sledge stated that the City has received a proposal from Rimrock Consulting to update the water and wastewater impact fees and create roadway impact fees for $25,000.  The impact fee update will be funded by impact fees collected to date.  Also the cost to proceed with handheld meter reading units, software, training, (2) EZ-GO carts, 250 drive-by meters, and the drive-by radio computer system to read the new meters is $70,000.

The City has received a contract to begin the process of recoating Murphy Elevated Tank (still at $200,000) but would like to evaluate our options further before committing to the recoating.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the proposal from Rimrock Consulting as presented for $25,000 and also purchase the handheld meter reading units for $70,000.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

MAIN STREET ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to appoint Cole Reed and Eric Roberds and reappoint Miles Baska, Dean Threadgill, and Tessa Streit to the Main Street Advisory Board.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

MOODY MUSEUM BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to reappoint Mrs. John Griffith, Tom Bullion and Shirley McCoy to the Moody Museum Board for three-year terms expiring December 2006.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to appoint Brunner Grau and reappoint Gayle Collins and Gloria Felder to the Zoning Board of Adjustments for two-year terms expiring November 2005.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ANIMAL CONTROL APPEALS BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to reappoint Larry Miller, D.V.M., Dan Redden and Ms. Duane Reinier to the Animal Control Appeals Board for two-year terms expiring September 2005.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to appoint Diann Fox and reappoint Evelyn Flowers-Cook to the Library Board for three-year terms expiring October 2006.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS – CITY MANAGER EVALUATION, LAND ACQUISITION FOR NEW FIRE STATION AND DISCUSS COMMERCIAL BUSINESS PROSPECT

Mayor Hill closed the public meeting pursuant to Section 551.074, Section 551.072 and Section 551.087 of the Texas Government Code to adjourn into executive session to discuss the City Manager evaluation, land acquisition for a new fire station and a commercial business prospect.

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska stated that the city manager has done an outstanding job with staff and council.  Council member Mikeska commented that Mr. Salvato has been a key player in retail development.  

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Mayor Hill to give the City Manager a three percent (3%) salary increase and conduct an interim evaluation the second meeting in April.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

Mayor Hill said Mr. Salvato has done a terrific job and the Council would like to take care of the City Manager better but with the economy at this time I feel the community can live with a three percent increase.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 8:21 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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