MEMORANDUM

TO:

Frank Salvato, City Manager

FROM:
Bob van Til, Director of Community Development

RE:

Community Gardens Project

DATE:

September 20, 2005

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform the City Council about a project that the Williamson County and Cities Health District (WCCHD) recently discussed with the City.

The project is the “community gardens” project. This is an initiative led by WCCHD to encourage neighborhoods to gather for the purpose of learning to garden as well as to learn healthy eating habits. This enables neighbors to learn about each other, get exercise, and learn healthy living habits. WCCHD initiated the project in other cities such as Georgetown and Round Rock.

Essentially, the District hopes to identify several locations around the City to build small gardens. The gardens allow neighbors to grow fruits and vegetables. The main purpose of the fruits and vegetables is to be eaten by the neighborhood gardeners. Other items grown may include perennials, bushes, trees, etc.

The gardens are basically made of cinder blocks and soil. They may be as small as four feet by four feet. They are of varying depths, depending on the gardener. They may be installed almost in any location. The gardens may be placed on private property, such as a church, or public property, such as in a park.

The City’s role may be to provide city owned land/lots or land/lots that were placed into trustee because of delinquent taxes, for the placement of temporary gardens. The City may place a spigot at the lot for watering. 

In the near future, Marge Tripp, Communications Director with the WCCHD, who approached the City with the idea, intends to call a meeting of community stakeholders to discuss the project. The participants may include representatives from civic organizations and clubs, TISD, the Chamber, the Ministerial Alliance, Keep Taylor beautiful, etc. Their role may be to sponsor and monitor the gardens through out the community.

Following this event, Ms. Tripp intends to present the City with a memorandum of understanding (MOU), for Council approval, to initiate the project in Taylor. In essence, the MOU will cover such things as the use of City-owned land and the provision of a water source, to mention a few.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions: 352-5990 x 16 or bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.
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