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 City Council Meeting 

September 27, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:          10
Agenda Title: 
Consider use of Disaster Relief Fund for Hurricane evacuee assistance.  (Frank)
Council Action to be taken: Approve or Deny
Initiating Department:  City Management
Staff Contact: Frank Salvato
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


We have evacuees moving into Taylor from Louisiana. Some of the evacuees do not have sufficient funds for deposits and/or utility payments. (We now could have evacuees from Hurricane Rita)


	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a)
Background – Hurricane Katrina brought evacuees to Taylor for housing. Many of the evacuees do not have sufficient funds for food, clothing, shelter, utilities, etc.  Some have requested assistance from the City with deposits and/or monthly utility bills.

b) 
Issues and Analysis – I believe Council could waive utility deposits, but I would not recommend that you “gift” utilities. If you feel as though we should offer some assistance, I would recommend we budget funds from the General Fund to pay utility bills for a specific time period with a not to exceed amount.
	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Amount requested___$3 - 6,000_________

Fund/Account No._______________

Cert. Obligation ______________________

GO Funds_____________________

Other source: _General Fund reserves_____

Grant title _____________________

Addtl tracking info: _______________________________________________________

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


I would recommend we not pay utilities for over three months. This would allow the evacuee’s time to apply for assistance or find employment.

	5. RECOMMENDATION


Waive utility deposits for a period not to exceed three (3) months. Approve $3-6,000 from the General Fund to pay monthly utility bills for a period not to exceed three consecutive months. Allow up to a maximum of $300.00 per residence.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 
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