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 City Council Meeting 

September 8, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:           7
Agenda Title: 
Consider collection development policy for Taylor Public 



Library.
Council Action to be taken: Discuss and/or approve policy

Initiating Department:  Library

Staff Contact: 
Karen Ellis, Library Director



 
352-3434   mailto:karen.ellis@ci.taylor.tx.us
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE



The Taylor Public Library has been operating for some time without written policies to direct staff in operations.  The Collection Development Policy is a critical policy, and the Library Board has approved this policy draft.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background  The Texas Library Association and the Texas State Library and Archive Commission adopted Public Library Standards in 2004.  Parts of these new standards detail a list of administrative standards at different levels of compliance: basic, enhanced, and comprehensive.  Basic administrative standards for public libraries in the state of Texas include, among other things, having written policies and procedures in place.  It is good library operating practice to have formally approved library policies pertaining to important aspects of library services.

Currently the Taylor Public Library has the following written & approved policies:

1. Circulation Policy (approved by the Library Board & Commissioners May 2005)

2. Code of Conduct (approved by Library Board & Commissioners 1995)

3. TexShare (cooperative lending program, approved by Library Board 2002)

4. Computer & Internet Usage Policies (revision approved by Library Board 1999)

5. Library Mission Statement (approved by Library Board 1997)

b) Issues and Analysis


 This Collection Development Policy is a broad policy, also covering gifts & donations, challenges to library materials, and maintenance & de-selection.  It includes proclamations on the rights of citizens to read & access information. The Library serves as a forum for many opinions and views.   The Policy defines the purposes and intent of the collections at the Library and gives guidelines to staff to meet the best standards for material selection. This Collection Development Policy is very similar to that of other public libraries.  

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


N/A
	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


The Collection Development Policy was proposed to the Library Board in July and was approved at their August 16th Board Meeting.  

	5. RECOMMENDATION


It is the recommendation of Library staff and the Library Board that the Taylor Public Library Collection Development Policy be approved by the City Council.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


7a Collection Development Policy
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