The City Council of the City of Taylor met on August 30, 2005, at City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Don Hill declared a quorum and called the special meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Mayor Don Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
City Clerk, Susan Brock
Council Member Rod Hortenstine

Council Member Bernabe Gonzales

Council Member Ella Jez


REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:


1. PUBLIC HEARING: AD VALOREM TAX RATE AND 2005-2006 BUDGET

· INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2005-17 FIXING AND LEVYING AD VALOREM TAX RATE FOR TAX YEAR 2005/2006.
Frank Salvato, City Manager, read the caption to Ordinance 2005-17 and presented an overview of how the new tax rate was determined and emphasized that the rate increase is a direct result of voter approval of a bond election in November, 2003 to build a new library and a new fire station.  Mayor Hill declared the Public Hearing opened.  As a result of no public comment, the Public Hearing was closed.

· INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2005-18 ADOPTING THE 2005/2006 ANNUAL BUDGET EXCLUDING “CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVIC PROGRAMS’

Mr. Salvato read the caption to Ordinance 2005-18 and presented an overview of the overall budget process and the necessity for a 4.1 percent increase over the previous year’s budget.  Mayor Hill declared the Public Hearing Open.  After reviewing the data presented, and with no further public comment, Mayor Hill declared the Public Hearing closed.


· “CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVIC PROGRAMS” FROM ORDINANCE NO. 2005-18

Mayor Hill recused himself from the meeting and Mr. Salvato explained why this portion of the Budget is considered separately due to the fact that Mayor Hill is employed by CARTS which is one of the groups who receives funding from the City.  In order for Mayor Hill to be able to vote on the Budget this section must be considered separately.  Contributions are a direct result of letters of solicitation and city involvement with the programs of the groups requesting the funding.   Mayor Pro Tem McDonald declared the Public Hearing Open, and with no comments, declared the Public Hearing Closed.  Mayor Hill rejoined the meeting.
2. SCHEDULE MEETING TO VOTE ON TAX RATE.  
Mr. Salvato explained how recently adopted legislation now requires a city to hold two public hearings if the effective tax rate will be increased and to officially schedule a meeting to vote on the tax rate.  The last day to vote on the tax rate and adopt the budget for the 2005/2006 fiscal year is September 29.  Since the next regular Council meeting is scheduled for September 8, the recommendation is to use this same date for the meeting to vote on the tax rate and adopt the budget.  Council member Hortenstine made a motion to schedule the meeting to vote on the tax rate increase for September 8, 2005 at 6:00 pm to be held in City Hall at 400 Porter Street.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.
3. CONSIDER TAYLOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (TEDC) 2005/2006 BUDGET.

John Nelson, Executive Director of the TEDC, presented a brief overview of the proposed budget already approved by the TEDC Board and included in Council agenda packets.  Mr. Nelson responded to council member questions regarding specific line items.  Council member Jez made a motion to approve the TEDC Budget for 2005/2006 as presented and Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN
With no further business, the council meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.


_________________________


Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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