The City Council of the City of Taylor met on August 23, 2005, at City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Don Hill declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Mayor Don Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
City Clerk, Susan Brock
Council Member Rod Hortenstine
City Attorney, Ted Hejl


Council Member Bernabe Gonzales

Council Member Ella Jez

INVOCATION

Council member Rod Hortenstine led the group in prayer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Mr. Tim Mikeska presented a request to speak on agenda items no. 8, 9, and 10 during the regular agenda discussion.  

CONSENT AGENDA

1. MINUTES FROM JULY 28, AUGUST 8, AND AUGUST 11, 2005.
2. CONCUR WITH FINANCIALS FOR JULY.


Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to accept the consent agenda as presented and Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:


3. PUBLIC HEARING: AD VALOREM TAX RATE AND 2005-2006 BUDGET

· INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2005-17 FIXING AND LEVYING AD VALOREM TAX RATE FOR TAX YEAR 2005/2006.
Ted Hejl, City Attorney, read the caption to Ordinance 2005-17 and Mr. Salvato presented an overview of how the new tax rate was determined and emphasized that the rate increase is a direct result of voter approval of a bond election in November, 2003 to build a new library and a new fire station.  Mayor Hill declared the Public Hearing opened.  As a result of no public comment, the Public Hearing was closed.

· INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2005-18 ADOPTING THE 2005/2006 ANNUAL BUDGET EXCLUDING “CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVIC PROGRAMS’

Mr.Hejl read the caption to Ordinance 2005-18.  Staff presented council with an update on specific budget items that have been incorporated since the first Public Hearing.   Mayor Hill declared the Public Hearing Open.  After reviewing the data presented, and with no further public comment, Mayor Hill declared the Public Hearing closed.


· “CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVIC PROGRAMS” FROM ORDINANCE NO. 2005-18

Mr. Salvato explained why this portion of the Budget is considered separately due to the fact that Mayor Hill is employed by CARTS which is one of the groups who receives funding from the City.  In order for Mayor Hill to be able to vote on the Budget this section must be considered separately.  Contributions are a direct result of letters of solicitation and city involvement with the programs of the groups requesting the funding. 
4. CONSIDER A WATER TOWER CO LOCATION LEASE AGREEMENT WITH HOUSTON CELLULAR TELEPHONE COMPANY, LP, AND ITS GENERAL PARTNER NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC.

Bob VanTil, Director of Community Development, presented a request from Cingular Wireless to install a wireless antenna on the Mallard Lane water tower.  Council member Jez expressed concern for improved reception and was assured by Cingular representatives that this installation would improve reception for Cingular customers in the area.  Staff reported that after a survey of surrounding communities the proposed payment appears to be in line or above what other cities have negotiated for similar services.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the lease agreement as presented and Council member Hortenstine seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

5. CONSIDER REQUEST FROM ST. PAUL LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF 600 BLOCK OF FOWZER STREET DURING SCHOOL HOURS.
Ms. Lyn Parmer, Principal of St. Paul’s Lutheran Elementary School, requested permission to close Fowzer Street between 6th and 7th Streets during school hours between 8am and 3pm Monday through Friday.  She cited the concern about student safety when crossing this street to use the playground.  Mr. Salvato reminded Council that the city has previously granted a similar street closure for Washburn Street to St. Mary’s Catholic School.  In this instance the City provided barricades but the school is responsible for placing them and removing them each day.  The cost for providing barricades is $780.00  Council member Hortenstine expressed a concern for use of the street for funerals or other church activities and was assured that the both the School Board and Church officials support this request and will make arrangements to accommodate the Church needs.  

Council member Jez made a motion to approve the request for temporary closure of the 600 block of Fowzer Street with City barricades when they become available.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.  

6. CONSIDER QUARTERLY HOTEL/MOTEL REPORT FROM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
Ms. Shanta Kuhl, Executive Director, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, presented the Second Quarter Report to Council.  Ms. Kuhl emphasized the slight reduction in Hotel/Motel revenue for the quarter.  Advertising, promotions, and regular operations were the primary expenses.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to accept the budget as presented and Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.
7. CONSIDER REIMBURSEMENT TO KB HOMES FOR UTILITY OVERSIZING.
Dennis Kleppe, Interim Public Works Director, presented a request to Council to approve payment to KB Homes for the additional cost of materials and construction to upsize the utility lines to accommodate growth to the north and east of the subdivision.  During the planning stage of the first phase of Summerfield the City asked KB Homes to consider the upsizing of water and waste water lines and the unpaid balance is now due.
Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the request for payment to KB Homes and Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE. Motion passed.

8. INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2005-15 CREATING ASSIGNMENT PAY FOR CERTAIN ASSIGNMENTS AND SENIORITY PAY WITHIN THE FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS.
Mayor Hill asked Mr. Hejl to read the caption to Ordinance 2005-15 and declared the item open for discussion.  Mr. Tim Mikeska addressed the Council on an unrelated issue regarding emergency dispatch policies.  Council made no additional comments and Mayor Hill declared the Ordinance officially introduced.

9. INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2005-16 FEE ORDINANCE FOR SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY.
Ms. Jon-Etta Ross, Director of Finance, presented an updated Fee Schedule for Ordinance 2005-16 for Council review.  Numerous fees for many departments were recalculated (i.e. Cemetery, Library, Permits) and some new fees added (i.e. First Responder Fees).  Mr. Hejl read the caption of Ordinance 2005-16.  With no further discussion, Mayor Hill declared the Ordinance officially introduced.
10. CONSIDER SALE OF CITY OWNED PROPERTIES.
Mr. Salvato presented background information regarding recent requests from citizens to consider the sale of specific city owned properties.  Council member Gonzales recused himself due to a conflict regarding his personal relationship with one of the requestors.  Council agreed to allow staff to move forward with the potential sale of the old West End School property but to continue to study the other properties and gather additional information about their market value and any future use issues.  Council reiterated their intent to continue to manage the city cemetery and stated that they were not seeking to sell the cemetery property.  With no further information presented, Council took no action on this item.

11. CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO THE MAIN STREET ADVISORY BOARD.
Ms. Jean Johnson, Main Street Director, presented an overview of the extensive process the Main Street Board used to review the applications received.  The Board recommended the appointments of Irene Michna, Anne Mehevec, Rebecca Rowe, and Debbie Kiewit as new members and the reappointment of Jim Milholland for a term to end in January 2006.  Council member Jez expressed her appreciation for their diligence in the selection process and made a motion to approve the appointments as presented.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN
With no further business, the council meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.


_________________________


Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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