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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on October 25, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Mayor Donald Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Ella Jez
City Attorney, Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Neta Callahan submitted a letter to Council regarding the old swimming pool and bath house in Murphy Park.  She was requesting permission to put a tarp covering over the existing structure to prevent further deterioration.  Council restated their desire to defer any decisions until after the Parks Master Plan is complete.

CONSENT AGENDA


1. Minutes from October 14, 2004 and October 20, 2004 

2. Concur with financials and payment of bills for September 2004.

3. Ordinance 2004-22 Downtown reinvestment zone

4. Ordinance 2004-23 Taxicab Ordinance

5. Ordinance 2004-24 Non-motorized vehicle services

Minutes from October 20, 2004 were not available for review and this item was rescheduled for the next meeting.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to approve items 2,3,4, and 5 and seconded by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  5 voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REGULAR AGENDA

PRESENTATION BY CAPITAL METRO.

Ms. Annette Polleck presented an overview of the proposed referendum regarding a Capital Metro commuter rail and bus service plan on the ballot in November.  Handouts were distributed to council members.

CONSIDER REIMBURSEMENT RESOLUTION R04-27.

David Simons, Interim Director of Engineering, presented a request to approve Resolution Number R04-27 regarding reimbursement for expenditures to be paid on the high pressure plane improvement project prior to the issuance of debt.  After debt is issued, the Utility Fund will be reimbursed.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the resolution as presented and it was seconded by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CONTRACT AWARD TO FREESE NICHOLS FOR HIGH PRESSURE PLANE PROJECT.

Mr. Mike Nichols, of Freese Nichols, presented an overview of the proposed project elements for the high-pressure plane project.  His firm has developed a scope of work and fee proposal for the conceptual design report and a preliminary scope of work for the entire project for review.  The design of an elevated storage tank to replace the existing Murphy Park tank is included in the scope of work.  Staff requested permission to negotiate a contract with Freese and Nichols to complete the project once the details of the system have been worked out in the conceptual design.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to award a contract not to exceed $73,000 to Freese Nichols to produce a conceptual design report.  The motion was seconded by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CONTRACT AWARD TO DUNHAM ENGINEERING FOR WATER TOWER PROJECTS.

Mr. Simons presented a proposal to enter into a contract with Dunham Engineering for the water tower projects on Mallard Street and the one in Murphy Park.  Dunham Engineering would provide engineering services to rehabilitate the Mallard tower and present options for the Murphy Park tower and the Southwood Hills ground storage tank.  Council members had numerous questions regarding these projects and had Mr. Simons explain the details of all options available to them and the costs of each option.  Estimated time to complete these projects was four to six months from the time the contract is signed and staff anticipate the project will be completed prior to the summer of 2005.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to award a contract to Dunham Engineering not to exceed $37,000 for the preparation of plans and specifications and inspection for the rehabilitation of the water tower on Mallard Street and to include the design and inspection of structural steel repairs to the Murphy park water tank.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER THIRD QUARTERLY HOTEL/MOTEL TAX REPORT FROM THE TAYLOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Ms. Shanta Kuhl, Executive Director, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, presented the quarterly report to the council and grant application guidelines for organizations requesting funds from the Chamber.  One new requirement is that any printed material produced with funds from the Chamber carry the community brandmark adopted earlier this year.  Ms. Kuhl reported that the Moody Museum and the Lights of the Blackland which highlight Taylor are both included in the latest brochure produced on the Brazos Trail.  She stated that this publication is distributed statewide and it was critical that the city of Taylor be included.  Mayor Pro Tem made a motion to accept the quarterly report and application guidelines as presented.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER REQUEST TO CLOSE 4TH STREET FOR KASE 101 EVENT.

Ms. Kuhl presented a request to the council to approve an event sponsored by the Chamber and downtown merchants.  The KASE 101 radio station would like to conduct a live remote broadcast on the morning of November 19th on the 100 block of West Fourth Street.   She believes this event will bring new publicity to the community and the businesses who have agreed to contribute funds to help bring the show to Taylor to broadcast between 5:00 am and 9:00 am that morning.  If approved, the street will be closed to traffic between Talbot and Main during the event; police have already been notified of these plans.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the request to close 4th Street on the morning of November 19th; the motion was seconded by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER LEASE AGREEMENT FOR AIRPORT OFFICE.

Bob VanTil, Director Community Development, presented a request for the Council to approve a lease agreement between Mr. Mike Green and the City for the property located at 305 Airport Road.  The building is on the north side of the pilot lounge and was previously leased by Xquisit Aviation and Medivac.  Mr. Green is requesting use of the building to house his office for Autorotate, a helicopter refurbishing business which has been located at the Taylor Municipal Airport for many years.  The lease is a two-year lease with the rent set at $300 per month for the first year increasing to $400 per month at the beginning of the second year of the lease, if renewed.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the lease agreement as presented; Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER REQUEST TO HOLD “2ND STREET DAZE” EVENT.

Mr. VanTil presented a request from several downtown merchants to conduct a new event called “Second Street Daze”.  The event is designed to help attract pedestrian traffic to the downtown area by allowing artisans to set up small booths on the sidewalk in front of businesses in the 100 block of West Second Street.  The merchants are requesting permission from the council to waive the city ordinances that prohibit vendors from selling merchandise outside their stores or place signs on their sidewalks.  The group suggested that this may only be a temporary situation if the event develops into a larger program and that it may be needed to be moved to another area of town, perhaps Heritage Square at some point in time.  Ms. Cheri Wolbrueck and Ms. Barbara Hernandez addressed the council urging them to help them draw attention to the downtown area and to consider their request.  A member of the Downtown Merchants Association and a member of the Main Street Board were present to show their support for the event but were unable to present official support from their respective groups until they have time to meet with their boards when a vote can be taken.  Council acknowledged the receipt of a letter from a downtown merchant not in favor of the event as well as a petition submitted by the downtown merchants supporting the event.  Council encouraged these merchants to seek a sponsor for the event such as the Main Street Advisory Board or the Downtown Merchant’s Association to make future requests on their behalf regarding fees.  Council member Jez made a motion to approve the event.  After discussion by council members, and at the request of council member Mikeska Council member Jez amended her original motion to include a statement to waive peddler fees.  Council member Gonzales seconded the original motion and the amended motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

ORDINANCE 2004-17 FEE ORDINANCE.

This ordinance had been previously introduced at the September 9th Council meeting.  Due to questions and discussion regarding utility deposits and reconnect fees the ordinance was not approved on second reading.  In order to facilitate the adoption of all other fees, Ms. Jon-Etta Ross, Director, Finance, brought back the ordinance with no new changes.  Items still under discussion including the utility deposits and reconnect fees will be addressed in a separate ordinance at a later date.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the ordinance as presented.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CODE ENFORCEMENT ISSUES WITH REGARDS TO LOTS GREATER THAN 5 ACRES.

Mr. VanTil presented a request for council to review Ordinance 2003-4 which relates to grass and tree trimming on tracts of land greater than five acres and land used for agricultural purposes.  A specific case has presented a situation where the landowner cannot afford to maintain the property.  The City could mow the property and file a lien on the property in the amount of the costs to clean up the property, but the costs is somewhat prohibitive in this instance and staff is seeking advice on how to proceed.  After discussion among council members and the city attorney, council agreed to continue to enforce the ordinance and proceed with court action.

CONSIDER MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING FROM FEMA REGARDING FLOOD PLAIN MAPS
Mr. Simons presented a request to consider signing a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  FEMA is requesting local government support to update flood maps and share information in an effort to help reduce costs of updating Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Williamson County.  The latest maps available for Taylor were generated between 1977 and 1981.  FEMA is seeking federal funding for the project and the MOA does not obligate any city funds.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding as presented;  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.


ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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