CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 25, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
· Neta Callahan on Murphy Park Bath House. (Ms. Callaghan sent a letter to Council, which we included in the last meeting reports. She wanted to be on the agenda to discuss the placement of a cover over the old bathhouse. 

*CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve Minutes of October 14, 2004 and October 20, 2004. (Susan)

2. Concur with financials and payment of bills for September 2004.  (Jon-Etta).

3. Ordinance 2004-22 Downtown Reinvestment Zone.
4. Ordinance 2004-23 Taxicab Ordinance Amendment.
5. Ordinance 2004-24 Non-motorized vehicle services.
REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

6. Presentation by Capital Metro. (Bob)

7. Consider Reimbursement Resolution R04-27.  (David) Prior to awarding a contract for the high-pressure plane improvements, Council will need to consider a reimbursement resolution. This will allow expenditures to be paid on the project prior to issuance of debt. After debt is issued, the Utility Fund will be reimbursed.

8. Consider contract award to Freese Nichols for High Pressure Plain project.  (David) Staff would like for you to consider hiring Freese-Nichols to produce a conceptual design report for the new high-pressure plane. The scope of work might have changed due to the selling of the water treatment plant and growth issues since the master plan was completed in 2001.

9. Consider contract award to Dunham Engineering for water tower projects.  (David) Dunham would provide engineering services to rehabilitate the Mallard Street Water tower and options for the Murphy Park tower and Southwood Hills ground storage tank.

10. Consider 3rd quarterly Hotel/Motel Tax report from Taylor Chamber of Commerce. (Shanta Kuhl)

11. Consider request to close 4th street for KASE 101 event.  (Shanta Kuhl)

12. Consider lease agreement for airport office.  (Bob) Mike Green, with Autorotate, would like to lease the building at the Airport, previously leased to Xquisit Aviation, for an office. 

13. Consider request to hold “2nd Street Daze” event.  (Bob) Several merchants have asked that we allow peddler’s to set up for a sidewalk sale the first Saturday of each month on 2nd Street. I have enclosed two e-mails from Rod Stone for your review.

14. Ordinance 2004-17 – Fee Ordinance. (Jon-Etta) Staff is requesting Council adopt the Fee Ordinance as presented at the last meeting. Ted will draft a new ordinance to address the deposits, which we will present for introduction at the next regular meeting.

15. Consider code enforcement issues with regards to lots greater than 5 acres.  (Bob) In the past, we have had complaints on properties in excess of 5-acres that have weeds, grass and debris adjacent to residential neighborhoods. The property owners have advised they cannot afford to clean/clear 5+ acres. I think we have visited individually about this problem, in the past, but the neighbors are still complaining. Staff needs direction from Council on this enforcement issue.

16. Consider memo of understanding from FEMA regarding flood plain maps. (David) FEMA has advised they are planning a new study of the flood plains in Williamson County. Staff is asking your approval of a memo of understanding with FEMA.  
ADJOURN

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER – I offered the job to Charles Cunningham and he accepted. We will now conduct background check and drug testing.

CITY HALL ANNEX – We have received numerous quotes for the improvements to the new City Hall annex. Staff is current reviewing the quotes and plan to award bids and move forward with improvements shortly.

CITY OF TAYLOR PARK FOUNDATION – Ted submitted a request to the IRS for the Foundation to be tax exempt. The IRS has indicated it could take up to 120 days for review of our request. Once we receive the exempt status, the Foundation will be ready to receive the land donation from the County. 

FIRE STATION – Chief Stanford and Anita are planning to relocate to the new administration building around November 1st. Mr. Hagler advised he would be removing the building from his property prior to November 15th. 

HIGHWAY 95 & FM 397 – We have received the necessary funds from HEB for the improvements along Hwy. 95 and Carlos G. Parker Blvd. Wal-Mart has expressed concern about the construction of the improvements over the Holiday season. They feel the interruption could impact them by as much as 25%.  This impact would also affect the City receipt of sales tax. We are working to remedy the problem.

HOUSE BILL 1445 – HB 1445 deals with the City oversight of platting review in the ETJ. Bob will be presenting the agreement between the City and County at their meeting on Tuesday.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Progressing nicely on Howard Street. Staff issued notice to proceed on North Drive and we are waiting on contractor to begin. Contractor advised he could possible begin in two weeks. Engineering plans are being updated on Sloan Street based on comments from the plan review consultant (Casey).

LIBRARY DIRECTOR – Betty, Susan and I interviewed another candidate this week. We are checking references and will, hopefully, be ready to fill the position shortly.

LIBRARY/PARK RESTROOMS – We have found, by working on the preliminary design for the new Library, that we need an additional 15 feet of property from TISD. I have visited with David Krueger and he does not see a problem. We will work to get the property from the TISD. Komatsu advised the 15 feet was needed to meet the original proposal of a future 35,000 sq. ft. library.

MAIN STREET MANAGER – The interview committee developed a short list of 8 individuals and began the interview process. The committee will complete the interviews by next Tuesday and will be recommending two individuals. We plan to bring the two individuals to meet the Main Street Board at their next regular meeting in November. We hope to hire shortly after that meeting.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – TxDOT has made some initial comments back to the consultant of items that were not acceptable. They are still reviewing.

RIO GRANDE WASTEWATER – The contractor is making the residential tie-ins into the new wastewater lines and compacting ditches.

SMOKE TESTING – The contractor is 98% complete with smoke testing in the contracted areas. They did not have to test very many manholes, so we have some funds available in the contract. Bill and Albert have asked that they smoke test along Bull Branch.

TRADE AREA – I have asked FH&R, from Houston, to submit a proposal to conduct surveys on the HEB and Wal-Mart parking lots from November 4-7 to help identify our trade area. I e-mailed the proposals to you for review and comment.

