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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on October 14, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the following present:

Mayor Donald Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Council member Ella Jez
City Attorney, Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska
City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Shanta Kuhl, Executive Director of the Taylor Chamber of Commerce presented the new City Maps to the council.  This edition has been printed with a new contractor and copies will be distributed free of charge.  Ms. Kuhl also handed out the latest Brazos Trail brochures which now include information on the Moody Museum and the Lights of the Blackland.  Ms. Kuhl mentioned that a requirement for including the Moody Museum was that it must have established regular hours and they were pleased to be able to include it in this edition. 

CONSENT AGENDA

*Approve Minutes from September 28, 2004.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McDonald to approve the minutes as presented and seconded by Council member Jez.  VOTE:  5 voted AYE.  Motion passed.

REGULAR AGENDA

PRESENTATION BY CAPITAL METRO.

Staff was not available from Capital Metro and they asked to have the presentation rescheduled after the agenda was posted.  The presentation will be rescheduled at a later council meeting.

CONSIDER REQUEST FOR LIGHTED CHRISTMAS TREE IN MURPHY PARK

Mr. Brian Neidig presented information to the council regarding his Christmas tree project.  Mr. Neidig is requesting permission to construct a lighted tree on the island in the lake at Murphy Park during the Christmas season.  His handout included details on construction, preferred height, electrical considerations and a stipulation that the only costs to the city will be to pay for the electricity used during the time it is lit.  Mr. Neidig ensured the Council that all safety concerns will be addressed and he will be responsible for construction and maintenance of the project.  With these conditions as stated Council member Gonzales made a motion to grant permission to Mr. Neidig to proceed with his project and Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER HOME GRANT AWARDS

Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, presented the HOME Grant Scoring and Review Committee’s recommendations regarding grant awards from the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs program.  Fifty applications were received in June, 2004 and eight were selected for funding.  Homeowners selected included Mr. and Mrs. Howard Ross, Mrs. Maria Alderette, Mrs. Adela Hunt, Mrs. Ruby Nell Hubbard, Mr. and Mrs. Jessie Simms, Mrs. Amelia Campos, Mrs. Eula Henderson, and Mrs. Beola Jones.  Mr. James Conquest, Vice President of Leo Woods and Associates, explained the contractor selection process and what his responsibilities will be during the construction period.  He emphasized that local contractors will have an opportunity to bid on the projects and is hopeful that the community will benefit from this experience.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to accept the list of grant recipients as presented.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

Council member Mikeska excused himself from the meeting after the vote.

CONSIDER TAX INCREMENT FINANCE (TIF) DISTRICT WORKSHOP 

Mr. VanTil introduced the concept of a Tax Increment Finance (TIF) District to the Council for their consideration.  He explained that one advantage to having a TIF District is that it allows the freezing of property values in a specific area.  As the property value increases, the difference between the base year value and the increased value becomes the “increment” value which is taxed at the current level and then deposited into a TIF fund.  The base value of the property remains the same for 20 years and the property tax continues to be added to the general fund.  TIF funds can be used for public improvements including parking, landscaping, sidewalks, street lighting, drainage and public building renovations.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to authorize staff to proceed with the creation of a TIF District.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-22 DOWNTOWN REINVESTMENT ZONE
Ted Hejl, City Attorney, read the caption to Ordinance 2004-22:

ORDINANCE 2004-22

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING TAYLOR, WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS, AS REINVESTMENT ZONE NO. 4 FOR COMMERCIAL TAX ABATEMENT, CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, ESTABLISHING THE BOUNDARIES THEREOF AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO

Mayor Hill declared the pubic hearing open.  With no public comment, Mayor Hill declared the public hearing closed.  This ordinance is an update to Ordinance 99-32 and is required to extend the program period.  The ordinance was officially introduced.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-23 TAXICAB ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

Mr. Hejl read the caption to Ordinance 2004-23:

ORDINANCE 2004-23

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 960423-01 REGULATING TAXICAB BUSINESS AND OPERATORS BY EXCLUDING FROM THE OPERATION OF A TAXICAB THE OPERATION OF NON-MOTORIZED SERVICES; AND BY EXCLUDING FROM THE DEFINITION OF TAXICAB THE OPERATION OF NON-MOTORIZED SERVICES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-24 NON-MOTORIZED VEHICLE SERVICES

Mr. Hejl read the caption to Ordinance 2004-24:

ORDINANCE 2004-24

AN ORDIANCE ADOPTING NON-MOTORIZED SERVICES WITHIN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS; PROVIDING FOR A FINE OR PENALTY OF THIS ORDINANCE AS A MISDEMEANOR SUBJECT TO A FINE NOT TO EXCEED $500.00 FOR EACH OFFENSE, EXCEPT HOWEVER, WHERE DIFFERENT PENALTY HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW FOR SUCH OFFENSE, IN WHICH EVENT THE PENALTY SHALL BE FIXED BY STATE LAW AND IF DEEMD A VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISIONAL LAW THAT GOVERNS FIRE SAFETY, ZONING, OR PUBLIC HEALTH AND SANITATION, THE PENALTY SHALL NOT EXCEED THE SUM OF $2,000.00 FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND HAVING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND HAVING A REPEALER CLAUSE.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION R04-24 INVESTMENT POLICY

Jon-Etta Ross, Director of Finance, presented a resolution to renew the existing Investment Policy with minor changes:  1) Authority to invest will be changed from the Accounting Manager to the Assistant City Manager and 2) personnel authorized to transact fiscal affairs now include the Assistant City Manager and the Accountant.  No other changes were made to the existing Investment Policy.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve Resolution R04-24 and council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, AND DECEMBER

Due to the scheduling of the Texas Municipal League (TML) Annual Conference from October 26 to October 29 no quorum of council members will be available to attend the regularly scheduled council meeting on Tuesday, October 26.  Council considered moving that meeting to Monday, October 25 but not to change any other meetings for November and December at this time.  Council was also requested to consider calling a special meeting on October 20 at 6:00 pm to discuss the calculation of firefighter pay with regard to civil service regulations.  Council member Jez made a motion to reschedule the October 26th meeting to Monday, October 25th and to call a special meeting on Wednesday, October 20th.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

DISCUSS CURRENT CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS.

Charles Cunningham, Consultant, presented an overview of the current and proposed capital improvement projects for the upcoming fiscal year.  No action was taken on any of these issues.

ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Pro Tem McDonald adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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