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 City Council Meeting 

July 26, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:

8          

Agenda Title: 
Conduct Public Hearing and Consider Resolution R05-23 Approving Submittal of an Application to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for an Outdoor Recreation Grant

Council Action to be taken: Conduct Public Hearing





Consider Resolution and approve or deny
Initiating Department: 
Community Development

Staff Contact: 

Bob van Til, AICP, CEcD

Director of Community Development

512-352-5990 x 16

bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to conduct a public hearing and consider a resolution approving the submittal of an application for an outdoor recreation grant.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

On May 31, 2005, the City Council concluded over two years of parks and recreation planning by approving the site plans for East Williamson County Park, Murphy Park, Robinson Park, and the hike and bike trails.

Prior to that time the Council approved the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as well as the Indoor Supplement to the plan.

The parks site plans identified long range plans to improve the parks. The parks comprehensive plan identified priorities that the community communicated to the planners. These top (high) priorities are:

1. Playground equipment for children

2. Picnic areas/Pavilions

3. Soccer fields

4. Benches/Seating areas

5. Basketball Courts

6. Water Recreation activities

The next highest priorities identified are (moderate priorities):

1. Extend Trail System

2. Softball Fields

3. Open Space/Natural Areas

4. Baseball Fields

5. Sand Volleyball Courts

As a result of all these planning efforts, the Staff retained Langford and Associates to prepare a grant application to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) for an outdoor recreation grant.

b) Issues and Analysis

The City will apply for the high priority items plus a trail extension. In the agreement for the sale of the land for the CVS site, the City agreed to build Pop Warner a new football field. This is included in the plan. In addition, the City plans to also build restrooms, either stand alone or as part of the proposed recreation center.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


The City intends to apply for a $500,000 grant, using approximately 40.5 acres as the local match. The $500,000 grant will pay for the high priority items in the plan and additional trails into and through out the park. The City will also provide, in addition to the land match, a $250,000 cash match. These funds will come from the land sales proceeds and will help cover non-grant eligible activities (i.e. the Pop Warner football field, bathrooms, etc)

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


The application is due to the State on July 29, 2005

	5. RECOMMENDATION


Conduct the public hearing and approve the resolution.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


8a Resolution R05-23
8b Limmer letter of support
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