CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 28, 2004, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve Minutes of September 1, September 9, and September 13, 2004. (Susan)

2. Concur with financials and payment of bills for August 2004.  (Jon-Etta)

3. Ordinance 2004-18 Budget Amendment. (Frank) This will be the final budget amendment for the 2003-2004 fiscal year budget.

4. Ordinance 2004-14 to allow access to Personnel “G” files. (Starla) This ordinance identifies who has access to the “G” files.  

5. Ordinance 2004-19 to address assignment pay for police officers and firefighters. (Starla) This ordinance allows for assignment pay, as discussed during the budget workshops, for certain police and fire personnel.

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

6. Resolution R04-24 honoring Barbara Belz, City Clerk 1995-2004. (Mayor)

7. Consider purchasing software package. (Frank) We requested proposals on software and received four complete quotes and two partial quotes. Only two companies, Incode and Springbrook, submitted complete packages of software to meet our needs. After evaluation by all departments involved, staff is recommending to purchase software from Incode.

8. Ordinance 2004-17, Fees.  (Jon-Etta) We have added the change of requiring a deposit on every account/connection. This will allow citizens, with a good payment history, to not be required to put up additional deposits. We have also included connect, reconnect and return check charges. These were not in the previous ordinance.

9. Consider semi-annual Impact Fee report. (Bob) 

10. Consider freezing sick leave and vacation leave for civil service employees.  (Starla) Staff is recommending the Council allow fire fighters and police officers to “bank” sick leave accumulated prior to Civil Service (Oct.30th) and that they be required to use sick leave accumulated under Civil Service prior to use of the “banked” sick leave. On vacation, Civil Service does not require the City to allow carry-over from year to year. Under the present personnel policy, an employee can carry over up to 3 weeks of vacation. I am recommending you allow fire and police personnel to carry over one week.

11. Consider land donation from David Lawrence family.  (Frank) Please see the attached letter from David Lawrence. David is requesting the City Council accept the donation of land, approximately 3.5 acres, from the Lawrence family. 

ADJOURN

CITY HALL ANNEX – Ray Gill Architects submitted plans to us for remodeling, i.e., cabinetry, painting and carpeting, of the new City Hall Annex. Staff is currently getting bids on the services. 

CITY OF TAYLOR LAND FOUNDATION – Ted completed all of the paperwork necessary to create the Foundation.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – Bob has sent out the Comprehensive Plan ranking spreadsheet for Council and Committee input. He would like to have the rankings back from you by October 4th. The Committee meets again on October 11th.

FIRE STATION – Mr. Samuelson will be out of his building on October 1st. We will proceed with getting the building ready for Chief Stanford and Anita to relocate. Mr. Hagler has until the middle of November to vacate the property. Komatsu met with staff on Thursday to discuss the new facility.

HIGHWAY 95 & FM 397 –We are waiting on funds from Wal-Mart and HEB. HEB advised they would be sending a check next week. We have not heard from Wal0Mart. David will place a follow-up call today.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Shallow Ford wants to begin work at the North Drive bridge, but they are still being delayed by the gas line along Bull Branch Creek. David hopes to have an answer from TXU on the relocation of the line by next week.

LIBRARY/PARK RESTROOMS – Komatsu Architecture met with staff on Thursday to discuss specifics on the buildings. They are working on the preliminary design and cost estimates.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – TxDOT is still reviewing the plans. 

RIO GRANDE WASTEWATER – Smetana and Associates has replaced the wastewater lines in the Rio Grande/Dickey Street area. They have plenty of work to do, such as patching and line testing, to complete the project.

SMOKE TESTING – Smoke testing is continuing. They should finish the smoke testing next week in the downtown area if they are not delayed by the weather. They have located numerous failures in the wastewater system.

STREET SEAL-COATING – Ramming Paving completed all level up, but they did not show up this week to begin seal coating.

SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE – We did not place the amendment to the Subdivision Ordinance on the agenda because the P&Z granted the variance on the Stoll property last week. 

UTILITY BILLS – We continue to work with a company to get final pricing on the new billing format. We had hoped to begin October 1, but that will not occur. We went forward on creating the Quarterly Newsletter in its original form.

