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 City Council Meeting 

June 28, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:          
8

Agenda Title: 
Consider expanding 2nd Street Daze to include Main Street for July 9, 2005 event.

Council Action to be taken:
Approve or deny request to expand 2nd Street Daze to
 


 
include Main Street for July 9, 2005 event.

Initiating Department:  
Community Development

Staff Contact: 

Bob van Til, Director of Community Development

Jean Johnson, Main Street/Communications Manager

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


On October 25, 2004 Council approved the 2nd Street Daze event for sidewalk vendors to set up on sidewalks on 2nd St. on the first Saturday of each month.  This request expands the event to include two blocks of Main Street and to waive the peddler’s license fee and to allow vendors to set up booths on the sidewalks of Main Street between 2nd St. and 4th St. on July 9, 2005.  Currently, this area does not have the correct zoning for peddlers.  

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Since the City Council approved 2nd Street Daze in October of 2004, the Taylor Merchants Association held 7 successful events.  These events have resulted in increased awareness and shopping traffic in the downtown area.  These are critical for the success of Taylor’s downtown merchants and the business climate.  

The Taylor Merchants Association and the Taylor Main Street program are partnering to expand the 2nd Street Daze shopping event to include Main Street.   An outcome will be to assess the potential of hosting the event on a regular basis and expanding it further.  

Several downtown businesses have closed this year.  Empty storefronts portray a distressed downtown and send a very negative message for potential retailers, developers, investors and employers for the entire community.  It is important to generate community interest in and support for business activities downtown.  

The Taylor Merchants Association originated with the downtown merchants who organized to unite in promoting business in the downtown area.  This group is aggressively searching for ways to generate more traffic and establish downtown as a good shopping destination.  

Supporting special events and promotions for downtown activities is a strategic goal of the Taylor Main Street program.  The viability of the downtown business climate is important in marketing for new business and investment in the core business district.  

This request is to authorize vendors or peddlers for this event in the B3 or Central Business Zone.  This is an exception to current criteria allowing peddlers to operate only in light or heavy industrial zoning.  Also requested is the waiver of vendor registration fee.  This request is similar to allowing vendors to participate in the Bloomin’ Festival held downtown each spring.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


The purpose of authorizing vendors in the central business zone is to attract increased shopping traffic in the downtown area that in turn could general increased sales tax.  The potential income that the City would forego is the $25 per vendor if the fee is waived.  

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


The Taylor Merchants Association and members of the Taylor Main Street Advisory Board request consideration and approval of this request.  The event is scheduled for July 9, 2005.

	5. RECOMMENDATION


Cherri Wolbrueck, President of Taylor Merchants Association, Dana Hines, Chair of Taylor Main Street Advisory Board, and Jean Johnson, Taylor Main Street/Communications Manager will be at the City Council meeting to address any questions and to provide additional information if needed.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns by calling Jean Johnson at 512.353.5448 or contact via email at jean.johnson@ci.taylor.tx.us.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


None
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