CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER ST.

NOVEMBER 13, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Abandon right-of-way between Block 4, Lot 1 and Block 5, Lot 11, Sunset Addition, (Cecelia Street) - Ordinance No. 2003-41.  (Bob)

2. Sign Ordinance No. 2003-42 to include Downtown Signage.  (Robbie)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

3. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance 2003-39 - zoning change application submitted by Veronica Chandler for Doak Addition, Block 37, Lot 5, 0.15 acres (corner of Doak St. & W. Pecan St.) from Single Family (R-1) district to Manufactured Homes (R1-MH) district. (Bob)

4. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-40 – zoning change application submitted by Isaac Bills for 4500 N. Main Street, J. Pharrass Survey, 6.0 acres from single family (R-1) district to general business (B-2) district.  

5. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-44 – zoning change application for W. J. Baker Survey, Abstract 65 on Mallard Land, approximately 15.695 acre tract from rural/agriculture (R-A) district to local business (B-1) district for First Baptist Church.  (Bob)

6. New hangar proposal. (Ray Gill) Mr. Gill is proposing to lease land from the City to construct approximately 40 new hangars on the airport. Initially, we were going to propose using the entitlement funds from the Feds to construct the apron around the new hangars. Since we are using the funds to purchase land, Mr. Gill had to include the apron in his proposal. He is asking that the city waive land lease cost for five years since he will construct the apron. He will then pay a monthly land lease for a total of thirty years after which time the hangars will be owned by the City.

7. Comprehensive Plan - Appoint Steering Committee (Bob) At the last Council meeting, you all agreed to each appoint three members to the steering committee. Please inform Barbara of your appointment as soon as possible or at the meeting.

8. Landscape ordinance amendment – exemption – Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-37.  (Bob) Mr. Nolan Werchan brought this problem to our attention. For proper growth of his orchard, he needs to cut down every other tree. The current landscape ordinance does not allow him to remove trees. This amendment would remove orchards from the restrictions. 

9. Public hearing and consider waiving the impact fees for the covered arena.  (Bob) In the past the Council has waived impact fees to the County. The County is again asking for a waiver of impact fees on the arena.

10. Advanced funding Agreement with TxDOT for Farm-to-Market Road 397 and State Highway 95 improvements – Resolution No. R03-34.  (Casey) This agreement will allow the city to collect funds necessary for highway improvements from HEB and Wal-Mart and pass them through to TxDOT. TxDOT does not collect funds directly from developers. 

11. Williamson County Appraisal District - vote on nominees for Board of Directors.  (Council)

12. City employee retiree benefits – Resolution No. R03-29. (Frank) If approved, this would allow a retired employee, with 100% disability, to retain City health benefit if they pay the monthly premium.

13. Main Street Advisory Board appointments. (Robbie) We have two openings and two applications. The applicants are John Jones and Barbara Dominey. 

14. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.072 to discuss land acquisitions:  new fire station and airport property.

15. Executive Session: The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.087 to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial and/or financial information on a business prospect that the City of Taylor, Texas, seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and with which the City of Taylor, Texas, is conducting economic development negotiations and/or to deliberate the offer of financial or other incentives to the business prospect.

16. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – November 10, 2003

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – This project has not been completed. I visited with Mr. Routh last week. He advised he could not get his contractor out to complete the job. He was going to hire another contractor.

FIREMEN CREW QUARTERS – The firemen are moving in to the new facility.

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – Just in case you missed it, Casey had a news release in last weeks Taylor Daily Press about the construction of Howard and North.

HUNTER’S RUN DRAINAGE CHANNEL – Todd Routh brought in a survey of the drainage channel that runs from Loop 397 to T.H. Johnson and North Drive. We have drafted a deed that will transfer the property to the City. We are waiting on his signature and recording.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES –We are proceeding with the utility relocations. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Casey will be holding a public meeting tomorrow night at Northside Elementary to receive input on the plans for the streetscape project. We did not post a public meeting for the City Council, so if two of you want to attend it will meet the open meetings law. I do not recommend more than two of you attending. Staff will provide an update of the meeting for your review.

PARK RESTROOMS – Casey is still trying to negotiate a lower fee for the design of the park restrooms.  

TEXAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE – As a reminder for those signed up to attend TML, the conference will be held November 19-22, 2003 in San Antonio. TML assigned hotel rooms for Taylor at La Mansion.

TRUCK ROUTE – TxDOT advises that the signs are installed. Chief Straub will have the officers begin informing the truck drivers prior to issuance of citations.

