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(November 13, 2003 City Council meeting)

Agenda Item #: 8

Department: Community Development

Resolution / Ordinance # 2003-37

Agenda Title: Agricultural Use or Zoning Exemption to the Landscape Ordinance

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to introduce an ordinance adding an exemption to the landscape ordinance for agriculturally used or zoned property.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Currently, the landscape ordinance applies to all “new construction of non-single family property”.  The ordinance specifically exempts single family dwellings, property zoned as the Central Business District, and the Taylor Municipal airport.

The current amendment to the ordinance adds agriculturally used or zoned property as exempt from the ordinance. This effort came about by a local orchard owner, in an agricultural area (zoned B2), who grows pecans. Pecan trees are identified in the ordinance as protected trees (six inch diameter, 24 inches from the ground) and can not be removed unless they are : 1. injured, dying, diseased or infested with harmful insects, 2. are in danger of falling, interfere with utility service or create unsafe vision clearance, and 3. in any manner create a hazardous or dangerous condition so as to endanger the public health, welfare, or safety. He intended to cut several of them down, as part of his routine business practices, but felt as though the ordinance prevented him from doing so.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not applicable

	4. RECOMMENDATION


To ensure that the ordinance is clear and with out any misunderstanding, staff added the additional exemption.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns by calling me at 512-352-5990 or contacting me via email at bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.
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