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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on August 12, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales


Council member Ella Jez

Council member Tim Mikeska
Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Ed Komandosky represented the Taylor Chamber of Commerce and introduced members of this year’s Taylor Leadership Institute who were attending the council meeting as part of their program.  

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem McDonald and seconded by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Minutes of July 20, 2004 and July 29, 2004.

REGULAR AGENDA

PROCLAMATION FOR AUGUST AS BREAST FEEDING MONTH.

Mayor 
Hill presented a proclamation to members of the Williamson County and Cities Health District proclaiming August as Breast Feeding Month.  

CONSIDER SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH MCCREARY, VESELKA, BRAGG & ALLEN, PC FOR COLLECTION OF DEBTS.

Mr. Harvey Allen with the firm of McCreary, Veselka, Bragg and Allen presented a proposal for collection of debts and accounts receivable including unpaid court fines, fees, court costs, forfeited bonds, and restitution.  Mr. Allen reported that his firm has been in the business of debt collection for the past two years and has worked with the city in other areas of interest for many more years.  Ms. Lillie Lawler, Interim Finance Director, reported that the two previous firms the city has contracted with for this service have not been very productive and eventually turn over their accounts to a law firm.  It is believed that the city will be better served using a law firm from the beginning.  Mr. Allen stated that the contract before them contains an additional fee for submitting data in a non-electronic format.  Mr. Allen stated that he would delete the additional fee for submitting data non-electronically since the city is currently in the process of securing a new software program that would eventually allow the data to be transmitted electronically.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to enter into the amended contract and Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION R04-21 TO IMPOSE ADDITIONAL FEE FOR COLLECTION COSTS ON FINES AND FEES.

In order to facilitate the above contract a resolution is necessary to be presented and adopted by the city council.  The following resolution was presented for consideration:

RESOLUTION R04-21




A RESOLUTION TO IMPOSE ADDITIONAL FEE FOR COLLECTION 

COSTS ON FINES AND FEES.

Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the resolution as presented. Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 2004-10 FOR SPECIFIC USE PERMIT ZONING REQUEST FOR LIQUOR STORE.

Mayor Hill declared the pubic hearing open and asked for discussion.  No persons came forward to present comments regarding the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Bob VanTil, Director, Community Development, stated that the request meets state law requirements and that the Planning and Zoning Commission approved the request with a condition that the lift station issue be resolved. Mr. Van Til stated that since the commission’s decision was made, the lift station issue has been resolved and there are no outstanding conditions to their supporting this request.  With no further discussion the public hearing was declared closed and the following ordinance was introduced:

ORDINANCE 2004-10

AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT FOR A 

LIQUOR STORE ON PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS 100 CARLOS G.

 PARKER BLVD. SUITE 102

TEDC 2004/2005 BUDGET

Mr. John Nelson, Executive Director, Taylor Economic Development Corporation (TEDC), presented the 2004/2005 budget approved by TEDC directors.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to accept the budget as presented and Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

AD VALOREM TAX RATE AND 2004/2005 BUDGET

· Establish upper limit of the ad valorem tax rate and take record vote, to be discussed at a public hearing.

Charles Cunningham, consultant, presented information regarding the city’s ad valorem tax rate for the current year and for the proposed 2004/2005 fiscal year.  After much discussion about the existing rate and level of services currently included in the proposed budget council agreed to set the upper limit for the ad valorem at the same rate as last year.  Council members discussed the possibility of lowering the tax rate and will continue to evaluate the proposed budget and tax rate at the public hearing.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to set the upper limit of the ad valorem tax rate at the current rate of $0.78475.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  RECORD VOTE:


Mayor Donald R. Hill


AYE


Mayor Pro Tem McDonald

AYE


Council member Bernabe Gonzales
AYE


Council member Ella Jez

AYE


Council member Tim Mikeska
AYE

Motion passed.

· Designate the day, time, and place of a public hearing on ad valorem tax rate and 2004/2005 budget.

mayor Hill asked council members to set a date for the public hearing.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to set the public hearing on the ad valorem tax rate and the 2004/2005 budget for 6:00 pm on August 24, 2004 with a special council meeting set for September 1 at 8:00 am to adopt the budget.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  RECORD VOTE:


Mayor Donald R. Hill


AYE


Mayor Pro Tem McDonald

AYE


Council member Bernabe Gonzales
AYE


Council member Ella Jez

AYE


Council member Tim Mikeska
AYE

Motion passed.

CONSIDER ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION FOR TAYLOR PARK FOUNDATION

Mr. Salvato explained how the establishment of a 501c3 foundation would benefit the city parks department.  Having such an organization in place would allow the county to transfer property to the foundation that would then ultimately donate the land(s)to the city when submitting grant applications.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the articles of incorporation and to appoint the Mayor, City Manager, and the Parks Chairman or his representative from the Parks Board to serve on the Board of Directors.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER PURCHASING AIRPORT FUEL SYSTEM

Mr. Van Til explained that the existing AutoGas system will no longer support the system’s hardware or software by the end of the year.  This circumstance has led the city to seek alternative vendors.  Staff and the Airport Board recommended the Fuel Master system.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to approve the agreement with Fuel Master Systems for $13,725.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER CALLING FOR BIDS FOR BANK DEPOSITORY

Mr. Salvato told the council that the city needs to call for bids for bank depository services every five years and our current agency, City National Bank’s agreement is due to expire.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to proceed with the call for bids.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER LETTERS OF APPRECIATION TO WILLIAMSON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT, SENATOR OGDEN, REPRESENTATIVE KRUSEE, AND CONGRESSMAN CARTER.

Council member Jez suggested that it was time to express appreciation to those elected officials who have worked on the behalf of the city and continue to provide support for city projects and issues within Williamson County.  She suggested they also add Judge Judy Hobbs and Constable Marty Ruble to the list.  Council member Jez made a motion to proceed with the letters of appreciation and Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk
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