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October 6, 2003
Press Release

Children’s Advocacy Center Key to Protection of 3-Year old Child

Jeremy Jacob Holt (DOB 5/2/77) pled guilty and was convicted of aggravated sexual assault.  Judge Billy Ray Stubblefield (26th District Court) then sentenced Holt to 20 years in prison.  The victim in the case was a 3-year old child.

On May 9, 2002, Evelyn Frances Beran Bunge, the victim’s great grandmother, noticed that her great granddaughter was behaving oddly.  She also complained of pain between her legs.

The Taylor Police Department and Children’s Protective Service were notified.  The family then was advised to take the child to the Children’s Advocacy Center, located in Georgetown.

The Center is a nonprofit organization that gives children a safe, professional place to talk about abuse.  Forensic interviewers talk to the children using age-appropriate vocabulary.  In addition, for very young children, the interviewer also may use an anatomically correct doll to help the child communicate.

“Interviewing a young child, particularly a 3-year old, is very difficult,” said District Attorney John Bradley.  “A proper interview requires special training; otherwise, we are not likely to obtain admissible evidence.  In this case, there is no doubt in my mind that we could not have successfully prosecuted the man who was abusing this young child if we didn’t have the Children’s Advocacy Center.”

The city of Taylor recently committed $10,000 for the first time in their budget this year to the Center.  In addition, the cities of Round Rock, Georgetown, Cedar Park, and Leander have each committed this year for the first time to supporting the Center.  The county has supported the Center since 1997 and increased its support this budget year.

After the evidence was collected from the child, Taylor police then confronted Holt, who confessed to a single occasion of abusing the child with his finger.  Holt had access to the child because he was living with the her mother.

“Once again, the Taylor Police Department successfully worked with the Children’s Advocacy Center and stopped a child molester from continuing to hurt a child that could barely communicate to adults,” said Bradley.  Holt will not be eligible for parole for at least 10 years, but most child molesters serve about 95% of their sentence.
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