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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on September 23, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato
Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska


Council member John McDonald

Mayor Hill opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

James Martin, owner of Bullet Cab Co. asked the Council to look at revising the Taxi Cab ordinance to eliminate the requirement for meters in cabs and go to a “zone” fare like Round Rock and reduce the dollar amount of insurance required.  Mayor Hill asked staff to put this on the next agenda.

Betty Jackson and Katy Safarik commented on the award of the ground maintenance contract.  Both Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. Safarik stated that Black Stallion Lawn Care has done an excellent job with landscape maintenance within the City and encouraged the Council to award the ground maintenance contract to Black Stallion Lawn Care.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – September 11, 2003 and September 16, 2003 meetings.

*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of August bills.

*SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-33
*FEE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-34

AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING CERTAIN RATES FOR UTILITIES AND OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, AMENDING ALL APPLICABLE ORDINANCES AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS; PROVIDING FOR SCHEDULE OF FEES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATES; AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE
CONTRACT AUDIT SERVICES – PRICHARD & ROBERSON & CO.

Finance Director Charles Cunningham stated that Prichard, Roberson has performed the city’s audits for the past four years.  There is no state law that says City’s must change auditors after any specific time period, nevertheless, the average tenure of auditors is five years and since this will be the fifth year, it is suggested that the Council consider changing auditors after this year.  Mr. Cunningham further stated that since the auditor is in a sense reviewing the work of himself and the City Manager and works directly for the City Council, the Council should have a more direct hand in selecting the auditor in the future.  It is recommended, that next year a committee be appointed by the Council to recruit and make recommendations regarding final selection of an auditor for next year.

For this year, based on services performed for the last four year’s audits, the City staff recommends the services of Prichard, Roberson be retained for another year.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to contract with Prichard, Roberson & Co. to audit the 2002/2003 city accounts and next year appoint a committee to select an auditor for the future.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

STREET LIGHTING SERVICE AGREEMENT

City Manager Frank Salvato said that it has been a problem getting street lights repairs.  Oncor Electric Delivery Company representative Paul Bennett stated that “It has never been a priority, but that has changed.”  Oncor has established a local telephone number for city staff to contact Oncor about outages, etc., and the City can also call him if they experience problems getting timely service.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member Mikeska to approve the Street Lighting Service Agreement with Oncor and cancel all previous street lighting service agreements with TXU Electric.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

TAYLOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ANNUAL BUDGET

Taylor Economic Development Corporation Director John Nelson presented TEDC’s 2003/2004 annual budget for City Council’s formal approval.  A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member McDonald to accept TEDC’s 2003/2004 annual budget as presented.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ZIZINIA/PREWITT ZONING CHANGE – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-32

Council member McDonald left the meeting and did not participate in discussions or vote on this item.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to Ordinance No. 2003-32.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-32.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17 BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS ON APRIL 24, 2001 AS HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY CHANGING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS JOHN PHARASS SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 496, BEING APPROXIMATELY A 14.09 ACRE TRACT ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF W. LAKE DRIVE AND CARLOS G. PARKER BLVD. FROM SINGLE-FAMILY (R-1) DISTRICT TO LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (M-1) DISTRICT

Council member McDonald returned to the meeting.

2002/2003 BUDGET AMENDMENT – ORDINANCE NO. 2003-35

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to Ordinance No. 2003-35.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2003-35.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-25 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 27, 2002, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2002 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2003; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY
AWARD GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Council member Gonzales left the meeting and did not participate in discussions or vote on this item.  Public Works Director Casey Sledge stated that two bids were received for grounds maintenance for Heritage Park, Moody Museum, Police Station, and the Murphy Park Aquatic Center.  TruGreen Landcare was the low bidder at $19,805 and has vast experience in the area of contract grounds maintenance in the Austin area.  Black Stallion Lawn Care’s bid was $20,940.  Mr. Sledge recommended awarding the grounds maintenance contract to TruGreen Landcare in the amount of $19,805 for the 2003/2004 fiscal year.

Council discussed the legality of awarding the contract to a company other than the low bidder and giving preference to local vendors.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to award the contract to Black Stallion Lawn Care for $20,940.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Two voted Aye.  Mayor Hill and Council member McDonald voted NO.  Motion Failed.

Mayor Hill made a motion to reject all bids and authorize the City Manager to take quotes and make an award if the quotes come in under $25,000.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska voted NO.  Motion Passed.

Council member Gonzales rejoined the meeting.

TRANSFER LIBRARY FUNDS TO TAYLOR LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Library Director Norma Patschke presented a request from the Taylor Library Foundation to transfer $46,732.20 in donated funds from the City Library account to the Foundation.  The Foundation was established in 2002 as a non-profit corporation to promote and support the Taylor Public Library as an invaluable community resource and is currently seeking tax-exempt status under Section501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  In the future, citizens can donate funds directly to the Foundation.  In response to Mayor Hill’s question about providing an annual report, Ms. Patschke said the Foundation’s by-laws require that.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to authorize the transfer of funds from the Library accounts to the Taylor Library Foundation account.  Second by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS REQUEST TO USE VICTORIA STREET STATION

Council member Mikeska left the meeting and did not participate in discussions or vote on this item.  Fire Chief Haywood Stanford presented the Volunteer Fire Department’s request to take over the Victoria Street Station when it is vacated by the City fire department.  The volunteer’s are asking the City for $1,500 per year for two years in utility costs/maintenance for efforts to keep Victoria Fire Station open.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska asked staff to provide an estimate on cost, insurance and utilities and pass on this item until the next meeting.

Council member Mikeska rejoined the meeting.

PARKS MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE

Council presented a list of names for the Parks Master Plan Committee:  in addition to staff members Casey Sledge, Mickey Landry, Fred Switzer, and Robbie Jones, the citizen nominees were Shorty Mitchell, Andrew Gonzales, Preston Hegar, Barbara Sladek, S. R. Moss, Dave Bogan, David Krueger, Chance Lowery, James Krueger, Sheryl Wilkins, Gary Brock, Rudolph Griffin, O. B. Ross and A. R. Speight.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member Mikeska to appoint the nominees as presented.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – LAND ACQUISITION: NEW FIRE STATION & RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENTS

Mayor Hill closed the public meeting pursuant to Section 551.072 of the Texas Government Code to adjourn into executive session to discuss land acquisition: new fire station and right-of-way easements.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Hill closed the public meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with its City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

No action was taken on executive sessions.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 7:59 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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