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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on July 29, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Ella Jez

Council member Tim Mikeska
Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem McDonald and seconded by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Minutes of July 22, 2004.

REGULAR AGENDA

CONSIDER ACCEPTING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR MALLARD PARK PHASE I.

David Simons, Interim Director of Public Works, presented the Council with a list of items still outstanding related to the public improvements in the Mallard Park Subdivision under development.  Mr. Craig Biggars, met with Mr. Salvato earlier to discuss his concerns in getting this project moving forward and to indicate his intent to complete these improvements as soon as possible.  The list included a detention/retention pond that is not holding water, the lack of a 10 foot vegetative strip along the back of curbs, no asphalt testing reports, and staff have not yet received record drawings.  Mr. Biggars told the council that he has already begun selling lots to Lennar Homes and they are ready to begin building homes as soon as the plat is recorded.  

Council member Jez made a motion to accept the public improvements for the Mallard Park Phase I development with the condition that the work will be completed before the plat is recorded.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

2004/05 Budget Workshop II

Mayor Hill instructed the council and staff to open discussion on the proposed 2004/05 fiscal year budget workshop.  The focus on this session included the general fund, debt service funds, the utility fund, equipment services and capital improvement funds.  Mr. Charles Cunningham, former Finance Director and consultant, prefaced the meeting by stating that staff will continue to propose conservative estimates on revenue with a hopeful outlook that the new Wal-Mart and HEB stores will have a positive impact on the sales tax revenue for the coming year.  

Changes in staffing were discussed and included the proposed funding for a Crime Victim Services Program and the reinstatement of a Police Corporal position in the police department.  Council member Mikeska opened the discussion with his concerns for providing victims assistance locally versus the services currently provided through the Williamson County program.  Police Chief Straub indicated that there may be funds available from outside sources for this program and that he is not uncomfortable with the elimination of the Corporal position at this point.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to approve changes in staff that included the addition of an Assistant City Manager position, City Planner, Municipal Court Clerk, and to eliminate the position of Executive Assistant with the understanding the staff would seek outside funding for the Crime Victim Services program.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  One voted NO: Council Member Mikeska.  Motion passed.

Staff presented a proposal to consolidate cash services in a single location for security and staffing reasons.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to proceed with plans to combine the utility billing department and municipal court services in the newly acquired Justice Center Building on West 5th Street.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

Council member Mikeska left the meeting at 8:45 pm.

Council discussed proposed Capital Improvement Projects including street maintenance, drainage projects, water and wastewater improvements.  Council was in agreement to divert C.O. funds from the Murphy Park elevated storage tank, High Plane water system, and Water replacement projects to cover the current costs incurred on the Howard and North Street projects and use funds from the sale of the water treatment plant to the BRA to cover costs of these three projects.  

ADJOURN

With no further business Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 11:00 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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