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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on July 22, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem John McDonald
Assistant City Clerk Susan Brock

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Ella Jez

Council member Tim Mikeska
Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Council member Mikeska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – Minutes of July 8, 2004.

*ORDINANCE 2004-7 REZONING REQUEST FOR TRACTOR SUPPLY

REGULAR AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was pulled from the consent agenda for additional discussion:


CONCUR WITH FINANCIALS AND PAYMENTS OF BILLS FOR JUNE 2004

Mayor Pro Tem McDonald questioned the higher than usual balance in the utility fund.  City Manager Frank Salvato explained that $750,000 of that amount was due to the sale of the water treatment plant to the Brazos River Authority.  The remainder of the fund is elevated due to the higher than average use of water during the summer months and an increase in utility income is common at this time of the year.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald made a motion to accept this item as presented. Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER AMENDING CONTRACT WITH XQUIZIT AVIATION SERVICES.

Bob Van Til, Director, Community Development, presented a letter from Ms. Charlene Daniels to the council from Xquizit Aviation Services requesting an amendment to their original contract.  As Operations Manager of the corporation Ms. Daniels has indicated that they have not been able to begin operations at the airport as initially planned and would like to request a continuation at the current lease rate of $200 per month for the next year.  At this point, the building is still being used strictly as office space and their business has not grown as expected.  The original contract agreement calls for an increase to $300 per month at the end of the first year.  Council member Jez indicated that she has several unanswered questions regarding the contract and use of the property and that she would prefer to have the owner respond to these concerns.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to table this request until Ms. Daniels has an opportunity to respond to the questions that were raised.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER HOTEL/MOTEL QUARTERLY REPORT. 

Shanta Kuhl, Executive Director, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, presented a summary of hotel/motel funds for the second quarter of 2004.  Receipts are up from last year.  Expenses for this quarter were primarily for advertising and promotion to attract and assist visitors to the City.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald asked if the Chamber tracks the websites linked to our city or chamber web pages.  Ms. Kuhl said she currently does not but does know that they are linked to other Chamber of Commerce web pages and the Texas Main Street Program, Texas Downtown Association, and other Festival sponsors.  Council member Jez made a motion to accept the report as presented.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER ADOPTING BRAND MARK FOR COMMUNITY OF TAYLOR.

Ms. Kuhl and Mr. John Nelson, Taylor Economic Development Corporation, readdressed the issue of a community brand mark with the council.  The brand mark was first presented to the council at the June 10 meeting and the council took no action at that time.  Ms. Kuhl and Mr. Nelson asked the council for support in adopting this image for use within the community and on all city materials for publication.  After much discussion on the concept of marketing and the need for the community to move forward with the recommendations included in the comprehensive plan, Mr. Nelson encouraged the council to consider the brand mark as a starting point.  Council member Jez agreed with the concept of marketing the community but stressed that it was the actual design of the brand mark and the tagline that she felt needed improvement.  She would prefer to see a more positive statement made about Taylor and a more graphically clean image that can be quickly read and easily grasped.  Mr. Nelson stated that various individuals and committees have worked on this project for a number of years and that this design was the result of numerous efforts to reach a decision.  Council member Mikeska requested to abstain from the vote due to his previous work on this project.  Council member Gonzales made a motion to accept the brand mark with the understanding that it could be changed if needed.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald “reluctantly” seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE (Gonzales, McDonald, Hill) One NO (Jez) and One abstention (Mikeska).  Motion passed.

DISCUSS CITY OF TAYLOR AND CITY OF HUTTO EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION (ETJ) MAP.

Frank Salvato, City Manager, presented a map of the City of Hutto Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).  Prior to the meeting, Mr. Mel Yantis, City Manager of the City of Hutto, asked Mr. Salvato to ask the council to agree on a boundary prior to any annexation efforts.  Mr. Yantis suggested that CR101 could serve as the dividing line north of US HWY 79 with Hutto claiming rights west of the county road and Taylor to the east of the county road.  Mr. Yantis also proposed that CR 3349 could mark the boundary south of US HWY 79, even though Taylor has already annexed much of the properties west of this county road.  Mayor Pro Tem McDonald commented that it is too early for the city to be considering such a proposal and that he was not ready to make such a commitment regarding future property rights.  He made a motion to pass on this issue with no action.  Council member Jez seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  One voted NO  (Council member Gonzales).  Motion Passed.

CONSIDER BOARD APPOINTMENTS TO HOUSING AUTHORITY.

Mr. Steve Shorts, Director of Taylor Housing Authority, submitted two names for reappointment to the Housing Authority Board.  This is not a council appointed board and the Mayor has sole appointment authority.  Mayor Hill accepted the appointments as presented.  

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 6:55 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk

(7-22-04)
3

