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 City Council Meeting 

May 12, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:                     7
Agenda Title:
Hold Public Hearing and Consider Resolution R05-15 Supplement to the Indoor Park and Recreation Master Plan 

Council Action to be taken:
Conduct Public Hearing





Approve, Deny, or Table Action on Resolution 

Initiating Department:  
Community Development

Staff Contact: 

Bob van Til, AICP, CEcD





Director of Community Development





512-253-5990 x 16





bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us
	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item is to conduct a public hearing and consider a resolution adopting the indoor supplement to the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

Earlier this year, the City and the YMCA hired Carter and Burgess, Inc. to add additional information to the City’s parks and recreation plan. This effort was prompted by requirements of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in order to submit grant applications for parks and recreation funding.

Carter and Burgess, Inc. was hired to identify the types of activities the community would like to have in a recreation center and teen/youth center. This information is supplemental to the recently completed Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan. The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan identified a recreation center and a teen center as one of the highest priority items established by the community. However, the plan did not identify specifically the types of facilities and activities the community might enjoy in these buildings, should they be built. 

In January of this year, a public meeting was held to receive in put on the types of facilitates and programs the community might want in a recreation center and teen center. This information was used to design the questionnaire that was mailed out later.

In early March, over 3,000 surveys were mailed to randomly selected households in Taylor. The survey asked what types of facilities and programs they would like to see in a recreation center. In addition, approximately 1,200 surveys were distributed to 11 through 15 year olds in both parochial and public schools in Taylor. The survey was designed to find out what types of activities they would like to see in a teen center.

b) Issues and Analysis

The Plan Supplement is divided into two parts: 1) facilities and activities in a recreation center, and 2) facilities and activities in a teen/youth center. The tabulation of the survey results revealed the following high priority items for the recreation center:

1. Gymnasium

2. Exercise/karate/dance room

3. Weight room

4. Multi-use rooms

5. Locker/dressing rooms

6. Indoor swimming pool

The tabulation of the teen survey revealed the following high priority items:

1. Movies

2. Video games

3. Computer lab

4. Dances

These priorities will represent the core activities that will be highlighted in the indoor recreation grant application to the Department of Parks and Wildlife.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not applicable, at this time.

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


The immediate goal is to submit the Indoor Supplement of the plan to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by May 15th.  The supplement must be approved by the State before the City can submit the application. The grant application for indoor facilities is due by July 31st, 2005.

	5. RECOMMENDATION


The Parks Board and the Planning and Zoning Commission will conduct / conducted a joint public hearing on the plan during a meeting on May 10, 2005. Due to time constraints, their recommendation will be delivered to the Council during the Council meeting of May 12, 2005.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


7a   Resolution R05-15
7b   2005 Indoor Supplement to the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan
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