CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

AUGUST 26, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of August 14, 2003 and August 19, 2003 meetings. (Barbara)

2. Concur with financials and payment of July bills.  (Charles)

3. Ordinance No. 2003-22 – Zoning change application submitted by Ronald McBroom and George Williams for 11.033-acre tract of land on State Highway 95 from Single Family (R-1) to General Business (B-2) for a Chicken Express Restaurant.  (Bob) The Planning & Zoning Commission has recommended approval.

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

4. IN REMEMBRANCE:

· James Vanecek - Resolution No. R03-22

· Gregory Rios – Resolution No. R03-23

5. Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-29 – Authorizing issuance of combination tax and revenue certificates of obligation, Series 2003; levying an ad valorem tax and pledging certain surplus revenues in support of the certificates; approving an official statement; authorizing execution of a paying agent/registrar agreement and a bond purchase agreement; and ordaining matters relating to the issuance of the certificates.  (Frank) This Ordinance will allow the issuance of $4.5M in Certificates of Obligation.

6. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-30 – Specific use permit for Loving Care Residential, 2211 W. Lake Drive – assisted living group home for senior citizens.  (Bob) The Planning and Zoning Commission has recommended denial of this request.

7. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-31 – Amend Zoning Ordinance relating to specific use permit for Community Center (Public).  (Bob) In order to construct a future community center on the County Park land, the zoning ordinance needed to be amended. This ordinance will amend the zoning ordinance and allow a community center by specific use permit.

8. Keep Taylor Beautiful request to designate an area in Murphy Park for a Liberty Garden.  (Linda Wentrcek/James Krueger) KTB wants to construct a Liberty Garden at the entrance to Murphy Park.

9. Xquizit Aviation Service lease agreement on Airport property.  (Frank) Xquizit Aviation wants to lease the building formally used by Scott & White Medivac helicopter service. They agree to pay $200.00 per month for the first year. The Rodeo Association has agreed to allow this use on the land they lease from the City. The Airport Board has recommended approval.

10. ERCOT’s request to use approximately 1.5-acre tract adjacent to airport for portable buildings.  (Frank) ERCOT has requested the temporary use of the “Prater” tract for portable buildings. Your approval is required before I will allow them to use the property.

11. Resolution R03-20 – calling a Bond Election to be Held in the City of Taylor, Texas on the Uniform Election Date on November 4, 2003, For the Purposes of Consideration of Three Bond Propositions; Designating Polling Places and Election Judges; and Providing Notice of Election. (Frank) According to Carol Polumbo, Section 1202.028 of the Government Code allows a City to adopt an ordinance calling for a bond election upon one (1) reading. Therefore, staff recommends Council adopt Ordinance No. 2003-32 at this meeting. 

12. Call for bids on sale of Murphy Park East Subdivision (E. Lake Drive and N. Main St.).  (Frank) We have completed the plat for this property. Casey applied to TxDOT for the driveway permit. If Council agrees, I request you call for bids on this two-acre tract with a minimum bid of $600,000. The appraised value is $435,000. This is parkland and the citizens of Taylor approved the sale at an election back in the 1980’s.

13. Discuss a Tax Abatement Policy.  (Frank) Staff has drafted a set of policies for your consideration. We again want your input before we submit an ordinance for introduction.

14. Ad valorem Tax Rate and 2003-2004 Budget.  (Frank)

· Ordinance No. 2003-27 – fixing and levying ad valorem tax rate for tax year 2003-2004.  

· Ordinance No. 2003-28 – adopt the 2003-2004 annual budget – excluding “Contributions to Civic Programs”. 

· “Contributions to Civic Programs” from Ordinance No. 2003-28. 

15. Main Street (Robbie)

· Façade Paint Grant policies.  

· Update on Main Street programs

16. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with it’s City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.
17. Action on Executive Session

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – August 22, 2003

BRA CONTRACT – We have enclosed a copy of the updated BRA contract in your reports. Staff will review the entire contract before we put it on the agenda as an action item.

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Mr. Routh’s contractor is slowly working on the drainage ditch. 

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – I sent you an email on the easement for North Drive improvements.

JOINT TISD/CITY BREAKFAST MEETING – Vickie and I are discussing having the next joint meeting between the Board and Council on September 16th at 7:00 a.m. at Sirloin Stockade. Please let me know if this is not a good time.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – We have easements from the adjacent property owners, so we are still on the TxDOT schedule for bidding the projects. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Staff reviewed the submittals from Gould Evans. They are drafting comments to be sent back to Gould Evans. Again, there appears to be areas they have not addressed in the plans. We are considering having TxDOT review the plans and comment.

PARK RESTROOMS – I advised Casey to hire an architectural firm to begin design of restrooms in Murphy and Robinson parks.

TRUCK ROUTE – Signs are being installed. State advised they could not put up temporary advisory sign that would alert truck drivers of the new law. According to the State, truck drivers are suppose to know what the new signs mean. 

VACATION – I have scheduled a vacation beginning August 30th - September 7th. I plan to leave Charles Cunningham in charge of operations during my absence.

“WELCOME TO TAYLOR” ENTRANCE SIGN – We are still waiting on Stence Electric to move the electric meter and then the Garden Club will relocate the sprinkler system and install dirt and plants. City crews will then remove the old sign from Mr. Richard’s property. 

