CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

AUGUST 19, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of August 5, 2003 and August 7, 2003 meetings. (Barbara)

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

2. Public hearing and Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-22 – Zoning change application submitted by Ronald McBroom and George Williams for 11.033 acre tract of land in the John Pharass Survey, Abstract No. 495 on State Highway 95 from Single Family (R-1) to General Business (B-2) for a Chicken Express.  (Bob) The Planning & Zoning Commission has recommended approval.

3. Tax Abatement requests:  (Frank) We received three tax abatement applications before the expiration of the existing tax abatement ordinance (08-21-03) for your consideration.

· Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (ERCOT).  

· Laboratory Tops, Inc.

· HariMasa

4. Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-26 – Adopting a Tax Abatement Policy.  (Frank) The current tax abatement ordinance expires, according to State law, on August 21, 2003. To consider tax abatements in the future, Council is required to adopt another ordinance for the next two-year period.

5. Ad valorem Tax Rate and 2003-2004 Budget:  (Frank)

· Public hearing on ad valorem tax rate and 2003-2004 budget.  

· Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-27 – fixing and levying ad valorem tax rate for tax year 2003-2004.  

· Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-28 – adopt the 2003-2004 annual budget – excluding “Contributions to Civic Programs”. 

· Introduce “Contributions to Civic Programs” from Ordinance No. 2003-28. 

6. Consider Facilities Committee recommendations on city buildings. (Frank) The Facilities Review Committee is scheduled to meet at 5:50 p.m., which is prior to your scheduled meeting. They could possibly have a recommendation for your consideration.

7. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with it’s City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.
8. Executive Session:  Deliberation regarding economic development negotiations with Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. “(ERCOT”) and Harimasa; The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.087 of the Texas Government Code in order to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial or financial information that the City of Taylor, Texas, has received from ERCOT and Harimasa, business prospects that the City seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and with which the City, is conducting economic development negotiations and/or to deliberate the offer of financial or other incentives to ERCOT and Harimasa.

9. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – August 15, 2003

AIRPORT – We received notice from TxDOT Aviation division that the Airport has received another $150,000 entitlement grant for 2003. We forwarded the Council resolution to the Transportation Commission asking that the approve the use of entitlement funds for land purchase.  

BRA CONTRACT – BRA is currently updating the contract to include items suggested during the public meetings. Staff will review once we receive the update and then forward to you for review.

BUDGET – The final budget meeting will be next Tuesday, August 26th. Charles and his staff worked until 11:00 p.m. last night to complete the final budget document.

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – Mr. Routh’s contractor is working on the drainage ditch. Staff advised the contractor worked only two days this week. 

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – We still do not have an easement from Mr. Slivensky for the North drive improvements. The property owner on the east side of the bridge has dedicated an easement.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES – We have easements from the adjacent property owners, so we are still on the TxDOT schedule for bidding the projects. We will open bids on the utility line relocates next week.

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – Staff reviewed the submittals from Gould Evans. They are drafting comments to be sent back to Gould Evans. Again, there appears to be areas they have not addressed in the plans. We are considering having TxDOT review the plans and comment.

PARK RESTROOMS – I advised Casey to hire an architectural firm to begin design of restrooms in Murphy and Robinson parks.

TRUCK ROUTE – TxDOT staff advised that the problem with the signage has been corrected and approved. They plan to meet with the maintenance division next week to review the changes. After that, we hope to see the new signage being installed. 

VACATION – I have scheduled a vacation beginning August 30th - September 7th. I plan to leave Charles Cunningham in charge of operations during my absence.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT LAB – Bids were opened on August 7th. The bids came in over the budgeted amount  ($120,000) approved by Council. Staff is considering the bids and a possible recommendation to the Council.

“WELCOME TO TAYLOR” ENTRANCE SIGN – We are waiting on Stence Electric to move the electric meter and then the Garden Club will relocate the sprinkler system and install dirt and plants. City crews will then remove the old sign from Mr. Richard’s property. 

