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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on August 7, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill 
City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska


Council member John McDonald

Mayor Don Hill opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
Anne and Jerry Mehevec, Co-Presidents of Keep Taylor Beautiful (KTB) presented a progress report on KTB’s activities.  The group has received a Governor’s Award, in the process of building a Liberty Garden, and the Spring and Fall trash-off days were a success.  Mayor Hill stated that he appreciated KTB and “keep up the good work.”

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member McDonald.

*MINUTES – July 22, 2003, July 24, 2003 and July 31, 2003 meetings.

PROCLAMATIONS

Mayor Hill read a proclamation proclaiming August as World Breast Feeding Month and read a proclamation celebrating the 121st Anniversary of the First Baptist Church, 300 Robinson Street.

WATER TREATMENT PLANT CONTRACT WITH BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY – PUBLIC HEARING

City Manager Frank Salvato stated that the City has held two public meetings on the contract with Brazos River Authority (BRA) to purchase the water treatment plant and was not asking Council to take action on the contract at this time but to give staff direction as to moving forward with finalizing a contract or not.

Mayor Hill opened the public hearing for comments on the contract with Brazos River Authority.  No citizens spoke.  Mayor Hill asked the Council if they would like to comment.  Mayor Hill said that the city would only sell the plant once in a lifetime and if we don’t do upgrading soon we will have to play catch up.  He would like to see a contract put together.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to proceed with contract negotiations to sell the plant to BRA.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  Council member Mikeska said “he was not in favor of selling the plant until more information was available on the long-term effects.  I guess it has become an emotional issue… I am for keeping the plant.”  Council member McDonald said that citizens can’t afford to keep the plant.  From a financial standpoint, it seems like a win for the city.  We’re getting rid of debt that we can apply to other projects.  I want to continue with negotiations on the contract.”  Council member Gonzales stated that with his second to Mayor Pro Tem Maruska’s motion he was in agreement to continue with the contract.  Mayor Hill closed the public hearing.

VOTE:  Four council members voted AYE.  Council member Mikeska voted NO.  Motion Passed.

ENTERPRISE ZONE – PUBLIC HEARING AND INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-23
Community Development Director Bob van Til presented Ordinance No. 2003-23 amending Ordinance 2001-45 relating to the nomination of the Taylor Enterprise Zone, by adding to the existing financial incentives already provided in the enterprise zone for the provision of safe and affordable housing by reducing by fifty percent zoning, platting, site plan review, building, plumbing, mechanical, electrical, and gas permits; and reduce by fifty percent water and wastewater impact fees.

Mayor Hill opened the public hearing.  No citizens spoke.  Mayor Hill closed the public hearing.  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-23.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE 2001-45 RELATING TO THE NOMINATION AND DESIGNATION OF ENTERPRISE ZONE EZ-340-021302-T PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS ENTERPRISE ZONE ACT (TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE, CHAPTER 2302); PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL INCENTIVES

NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT ZONE #1 – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-24

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-24.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS DESIGNATING A CERTAIN AREA OF THE CITY AS NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT ZONE #1 PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE CHAPTER 378; AND PROVIDING LOCAL INCENTIVES

NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT ZONE #2 – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-25

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-25.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS DESIGNATING A CERTAIN AREA OF THE CITY AS NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT ZONE #2 PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE CHAPTER 378; AND PROVIDING LOCAL INCENTIVES

NON-PRIMARY ENTITLEMENT FUNDS – AIRPORT LAND ACQUISITION - RESOLUTION NO. R03-19

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented Resolution No. R03-19 requesting approval to use the Airport’s non-primary entitlement funds for appraisal services and land acquisition.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska moved to approve R03-19.  Second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

GRANT AGREEMENT FOR NON-PRIMARY ENTITLEMENT FUNDS

ESTABLISH UPPER LIMIT OF AD VALOREM TAX RATE AND DESIGNATE PUBILC HEARING DATE

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to establish the upper limit of the ad valorem tax at the current rate of $0.748762 per $100 assessed valuation and schedule the public hearing for August 19, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.  RECORD VOTE:

Mayor Donald R. Hill 
Yes

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
Yes

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
No

Council member Tim Mikeska
Yes

Council member John McDonald
Yes

Motion Passed.

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD APPOINTMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to appoint Gary Brock to a three-year term on the Parks & Recreation Board.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS – ELECTRIC RELIABILITY COUNCIL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (ERCOT) & HARIMASA AND OTHER ITEMS AS STATED

Because of a conflict of interest with the ERCOT agenda item, Council member John McDonald recused himself and did not attend the Executive Session relating to ERCOT but he did attend the other portions of the Executive Sessions.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Section 551.087, Texas Government Code, the Taylor City Council adjourned into Executive Sessions at 6:00 p.m. to discuss economic development negotiations with ERCOT and Harimasa.  

And pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, the Taylor city Council adjourned into Executive Session in order to meet with its City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.

Council resumed the public meeting at 7:24 p.m.  No action was taken on Executive Sessions.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 7:24 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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