Water Treatment Plant

Presentation of the Facts

Public Meeting II

August 5, 2003

Taylor High School Cafeteria

3101 N. Main St.,Taylor, Texas

Minutes

For a second time, city staff, City Council members, and staff from the Brazos River Authority (BRA) were on hand at 5:30 pm to meet with citizens to discuss the water treatment plant.  Mayor Donald Hill called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  All council members were present.  City staff attending included Frank Salvato, City Manager, Charles Cunningham, Director, Finance, Casey Sledge, Director, Public Works, Susan Brock, and Beverly Currie.

Mr. Salvato introduced city staff, council members, and BRA staff including John Baker, David Collinsworth, and Curtis Smalley.  Mr. Baker led the meeting with an introduction to what the BRA is, how their organization is structured, and future projections for water needs and growth in the Williamson County area as well as within the state.

Following Mr. Baker, Mr. Sledge led the staff presentation by giving an overview of the current water treatment plant situation and details of the BRA proposal to the city.  This presentation was the same as the first with some additional information regarding other potential sources of water and their costs inserted to respond to questions received after the first meeting.   Mr. Cunningham followed with details on the financial considerations, with a closing statement by Mr. Sledge.  Mr. Salvato summarized the facts and opened the meeting for questions at 7:30 pm.

Questions were received from the public for the next thirty minutes.  Attendance sheets indicated that 52 people signed in: 27 from Taylor.  Mr. Kit Worley of San Gabriel asked to be recognized to discuss an issue outside of the realm of the public meeting and was asked to not continue in this venue as this meeting was focused on a proposed agreement between the BRA and the citizens of Taylor who are water customers.

A list of the questions and a list of those in attendance are attached.  With no further questions, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.  

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk

Water Treatment Plant

Presentation of the Facts

Public Meeting

August 5, 2003

QUESTIONS:

1.  What happens when the city reaches its 4.8 MGD limit?  Does our cost  
     increase?  No.  Under the proposed agreement, the BRA is required to expand the 
     plant while freezing our current rate per 1,000 gallons for the next five years.

2.  Where would the next fifty years of water come from?  BRA has many options
     in their regional plan including better managing the basin to create more  
     access.

3.  When looking at the costs to keep and expand the plant are the costs of 
     providing water to Hutto included?  Yes

4.  How does the actual cost per gallon affect my water bill?  Finance department 
     has those calculations and has included a chart in your handout to address some of  
     that concern.

5.  Explain what makes the difference between our cost of $1.20 and the $1.44?    
The $1.44 is the excess water rate, that is the rate the City would pay for any water taken over the average of 2.16 MGD.  It includes additional production costs (chemicals, energy, etc.) that are not in BRA’s cost figures for producing 2.16 MGD.  

6.  If BRA can expand our water plant, why can’t the City?  We can.  The city is 
     quite capable of expanding and managing the existing water treatment plant.  The
     real issue at hand is the cost to do so.  The citizens need to consider if the city can 
     afford to take on more than $8 million of debt to become involved in the business of 
     developing a regional water plant.  Water rates would increase for all customers and 
     our debt service would nearly double. Additional staff would have to be added to   
     market the surplus water and every thousand  gallons of water sold would reduce the
     city’s future allocation which is finite. 
7.  I asked at the last meeting and I am asking again now, how much is it costing
     us to provide water to Hutto?   The answer at the last meeting and this one is the
     same:  the rate has not been set.  Hutto agreed to a contract that states that the cost 
     of the water from Taylor will not be set until the pipe system is complete.  

8.  Do Texas water rights laws give Taylor title to the water in Granger Lake that 
     we are currently paying for?  No.  The current agreement allows us to “reserve” 
     8,525 ac ft of water each year.        
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	John and Judy Trevino

P. O. Box 333

Granger, TX 76530
	
	Ken Clark

10692 FM 487

Rockdale, TX 76567
	
	Ted Hejl

Box 192 

Taylor, TX 76574

	Bill Brown

1201 N. Main St.

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Oscar and Elsie Theis

6611 CR 418

Thorndale, TX 
	
	Mrs. Chester Oslick

764 CR 420

Thorndale, TX

	Joe William

40 CR 126 

Georgetown, TX 78626
	
	James Hartmann, Jr.

1301 Cypress Trail

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Mel and Judy Wideman

1303 Cypress Trail

Taylor, TX 76574

	Leland Stevens

1506 W. Lake Dr.

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Mr. Baird

389 CR 421

San Gabriel, TX 
	
	Alvin Faykus

3406 FM 1331 

Taylor, TX 76574

	Franklin Schramm

300 FM 1063

Thorndale, TX 
	
	Evelyn Summerlin

4630 N. FM 486

Thorndale, TX
	
	Donny Hertz

653 FM 3061

Thorndale, TX

	Edward Parker

6370 N. FM 908 

Rockdale, TX
	
	William Penal

8360 N. FM 908

Rockdale, TX
	
	Thomas C. Polk

Box 1309

Rockdale, TX

	Mike Morrison

4055 International 

Ft. Worth, TX
	
	Ron Pekar

1300 Willow Brook Trail

Taylor, TX 76574


	
	James and Lynn Pounders

8341 N. FM 486

Thorndale, TX 

	Lyle Rash

P. O. Box 458

Thorndale, TX
	
	Clark Jackson

P. O. Box 949

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Doug Oslick

P. O. Box 10

Thorndale, TX

	John Wehby

P. O. Box 55

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Janette Polach

2207 N. Main

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Ed Komandosky

2207 Gladnell

Taylor, TX 76574

	Elizabeth Page

Taylor Daily Press

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Stefan Srnensky

1004 Randall

Taylor, TX 76574


	
	Edward Parker

Rockdale, TX

	H. L. Farrell

P. O. Box 656

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Jerry Ash

3005 Davis

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	Wayne and Sonja Van Atta

2187 CR 421

Thorndale, TX 

	David Singleton

SWL Dr.

Leander, TX
	
	Frankie Limmer

12510 FM 1660

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	*Jim Vance

901 FM 1331

Taylor, TX 76574

	*Kate Alexander

Austin American Statesman

Austin, TX
	
	*Rod Hortenstine

403 Pintail

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	*Bill Maxwell

1001 Fowzer

Taylor, TX 76574

	*Joe Naizer

701 Sloan

Taylor, TX 76574


	
	*Shanta Kuhl

301 CR 483

Taylor, TX 76574


	
	*Kit Worley

1097 CR 428

Rockdale, TX



	*H. Alvin Wilson

2401 Grace

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	*Tara Plybon

405 Oscar

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	*Robert Stluka

819 Pack Saddle Pass

Round Rock, TX   

	*Bob Clark

2112 W. Lake Drive

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	*Edward Wolbrueck, Jr.

1407 Burns Blvd

Taylor, TX 76574
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


* Indicates those who also attended the first meeting on July 15.

