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 City Council Meeting 

April 14, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:           
9

Agenda Title:
Consider Amendments to the Main Street Façade Grant Policies  

Council Action to be taken: Approve, Deny, or Table

Initiating Department:
Community Development  

Staff Contact: 

Bob van Til, AICP, CEcD




Director of Community Development

Bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us
352-5990

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this item on the agenda is to consider amendments to the Main Street Façade Grant policies.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


a) Background

The Taylor Main Street has administered the Façade Reimbursement Grant since the Main Street’s inception in 1999. The Taylor Economic Development Corporation (TEDC) provided the program’s initial funding. The TEDC provided $75,000 over a three-year period to fund the grant program. This funding also provided funds for the sign grant program as well.

The grant provides building owners in the Downtown Redevelopment Area a grant of up to $4,500 to improve the facades of and weatherize their buildings. The grant is provided on a 1:1 matching grant basis.

Since the grant was established, over 40 façade and sign grants have been awarded totaling approximately $60,000.

The façade grant policies were last amended in 2003, when the appeal process to the Council was added.

b) Issues and Analysis

The Design Committee of the Main Street Advisory Board revised the policies to reflect new administrative processes and to clarify portions of the program left to interpretation in the past. The core policies of the program remain unchanged. A legislative version of the proposed policies is attached showing the original wording as well as the proposed changes.

Several of the more notable changes include:

1. The deadline to submit the application was changed to the first Monday of the Month

2. The meeting of the Design Committee is now on the 2nd Monday of the Month

3. The exterior of the building is now eligible, as opposed to just the façade and the roof

4. The grant must attempt to restore the façade of the building to an original design in the building’s past.

5. Applications must include photographs and detailed descriptions of the work to be done

6. Denied applications may resubmit to the program without waiting 6 months

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


None

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS


None

	5. RECOMMENDATION


The Design Committee of the Main Street Board developed the attached policies and recommended them to the Main Street Advisory Board. The Main Street Advisory Board recommended that the proposed policies be approved by the City Council.

	6. REFERENCE FILES 


Draft Façade Grant Policies 
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