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The City Council of the City of Taylor and the Facilities Committee met in a joint session on July 14, 2003, 6:30 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales


Council member Tim Mikeska
Absent:  City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE:
Absent:

Chairman Rod Hortenstine

John Thompson

Paul Bennett

Chuck Schwartz

Don McAlister

Leland Stevens

Gumisindo Gonzales


William Maxwell

Lou Driver

John Taylor

Mike Bass

Elizabeth Kovach-Hayes

Staff:  Library Director Norma Patschke

          Fire Chief Haywood Stanford

          Director of Public Works Casey Sledge

          Community Development Director Bob van Til

Mayor Hill and Chairman Rod Hortenstine opened their meetings at 6:30 p.m.

FACILITIES COMMITTEE MINUTES

Chairman Hortenstine called for a vote of the Facilities Committee members on the June 3, 2003 Facilities Committee meeting minutes.  A motion was made by Don McAlister and seconded by Mike Bass to approve the June 3, 2003 Facilities Committee meeting minutes.  VOTE: All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

FACILITIES COMMITTEE – ELECT VICE CHAIRMAN

Chairman Hortenstine called for nominations for Facilities Committee Vice Chairman.  Don McAlister nominated Paul Bennett for Vice Chairman.  Second by Bill Maxwell.  VOTE:  All voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

SITE EVALUATIONS FOR FIRE STATION AND LIBRARY

Komatsu Architecture representatives presented site evaluations for the public library and fire station.

Generally, the plan for the old city hall is to repair and remodel the building for fire department functions only.  Space once occupied by the police department will be used for the fire department administrative offices.  The renovation cost estimate of $1.5M is high due to the required structural repairs and the replacement of virtually all of the building systems, however based on square footage cost; it is 22% less expensive than a new facility.

Komatsu was directed by the city to hypothetically carve a portion of the old Taylor high school site to use for a new fire station and administrative facility.  The fire station will include four drive-through apparatus bays, dorm sleeping, separate women facilities and be fully complaint with the handicap accessibility requirements.  The design used for the Old high school is schematic and is not intended to be the final plan, however it shows the functional relationship to the site an allowed for a schematic cost estimate. There is not enough land area at the studied site to accommodate fire department administration.  Without land cost included, the construction budget estimate of $1.36M is 22% higher than the renovation scenario.

For the purposes of this study, the needs of the library were assessed over the next 20 years.  Space requirements projected a current need of a 20,000 square foot facility.  An additional 7,500 square feet will be needed in 10 years and a total of 35,000 square feet will be required in 20 years.  The quality and aesthetics of the exiting library are worthy of saving.  Based on a square footage of 20,000, the estimated cost of Phase I removal and addition scenario of $2.47M is a little over 9% less expensive to build than a new facility.  The remodel and addition will require that a major portion of the existing building be covered up with new construction; however a portion of the original 1960 building will be left exposed and restored.  The interior will require major demolition in order to accommodate the functional needs of the library.

The scenario for a new library provides for an all new library sited within the boundaries of the Taylor Independent School District old high school property.  Planning a complete new facility offers advantages to the end users.  Allowing the facility to be programmed from the beginning is a major benefit.  Construction of a new facility for an efficient layout of interior spaces as well as carefully defined site, parking and arrival relationships.  Estimated construction of building a new library is $2.7M.

ADJOURN

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

_______________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

_______________________________________

Rod Hortenstine, Facilities Committee Chairman

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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