CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

OCTOBER 28, 2003, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes of October 9, 2003 meeting. (Barbara)

2. Concur with financials and payments of September bills.  (Charles)

3. Amend Sign Ordinance No. 2001-15 - Banner Sign Exempt List – Ordinance No. 2003-38.  (Bob) Staff condensed the list of exempt organizations.

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION:

4. Award sale of Murphy Park Subdivision, Lot 1, Block 1, 2.004 acres (Lake Drive and Main Street).  (Frank) We received one bid from Eckerd’s for $772,500 plus a $10,000 donation to the park’s fund. $22,500 of the bid will go to the real estate firm. This leaves a net to the City of $760,000 for the two-acre tract at Main and Lake Drive. The land exchange will not occur until Eckerd’s is ready for building permit.

5. TEDC loan agreement for $900,000 for ERCOT expansion:

· With Office of the Governor Economic Development and Tourism Division - Resolution R03-30. 

· Incumbency and Signature Identification Certificate

· Certificate for Texas Leverage Fund Program Guidelines

The City Council is required to approve the resolution and forms before the TEDC can obtain the $900,000 loan for the purchase of the Zizinia tract. John Nelson is calling a special TEDC Board meeting next week to approve the loan papers.

6. ERCOT - Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-43 - Abandon West Lake Drive and transfer land to ERCOT; Road and utility agreement; Land repurchase agreement; Tax abatement agreement. (Frank) Ted drafted an ordinance that includes all of the agreements on the ERCOT expansion. West Lake Drive will need to be closed, abandoned and then deeded, along with a portion of the Zizinia tract to ERCOT. The road and utility agreement requires that ERCOT escrow the funds for the road and utilities, so if for some reason the project does not go forward expeditiously, the City can use the funds to extend Airport Road and the utilities. The land repurchase agreement requires ERCOT to build the 50,000 sq. ft. office building within three years of this agreement or repay to the City $1.25M. The tax abatement agreement is written to allow a percentage tax abatement based on the improvements made or jobs created during a calendar year as per the City tax abatement ordinance.

7. Amend Zoning Ordinance 2001-17 - Residential Zoning Policies – Ordinance No. 2003-36.  (Bob) Staff amended the ordinance introduced at the last meeting to exempt all existing structures and platted lots in Taylor. The major concerns, from the citizens that have contacted me, are with the minimum house size and the three sides masonry (not including Hardiplank) requirement. Numerous people have advised they would attend the meeting. Ted, Bob and I will meet on Monday to discuss the issue and review the Comprehensive Plan as it relates to the Zoning amendment.

8. Chamber of Commerce Hotel/Motel quarterly report. (Shanta)

9. License Agreement L03-1 for portion of alley adjoining 4th Street Station Restaurant.  (Frank) This license agreement will allow the operator of 4th Street Station to use the alley and apply for their liquor license. It will also allow them to transport open beverages across the alley to the meeting room. They will not be allowed to close, build upon or block the alley.

10. Support Williamson County’s submission of a grant application for Regional Solid Waste Program grant funding of a regional recycling facility – Resolution No. R03-28.  (Frank) The County is asking for your support with their application for a recycling grant. They want to construct a recycling center at the landfill in Hutto. They want to use the $1,000 we budgeted for the County Household Hazardous Waste Pickup Day for their matching funds.

11. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance 2003-39 - zoning change application for Doak Addition, Block 37, Lot 5, 0.15 acres (corner of Doak St. & W. Pecan St.) from Single Family (R-1) district to Manufactured Homes (R1-MH) district. 

12. Public hearing and introduce Ordinance No. 2003-40 – zoning change application for 4500 N. Main Street, J. Pharrass Survey, 6.0 acres from single family (R-1) district to general business (B-2) district. 

13. Abandon right-of-way between Block 4, Lot 1 and Block 5, Lot 11, Sunset Addition, (Cecelia Street) - Introduce Ordinance No. 2003-41.  (Bob) Mr. Paul Villanueva and Mr. Stephen Rodgers have asked that this portion of Cecelia Street be abandoned. The west half of the street was abandoned for the Housing Authority development on Debra Drive.

14. Introduce Sign Ordinance No. 2003-42 to include Downtown Signage.  (Robbie)

15. Comprehensive Plan  (Bob)

· Authorize City Manager to execute a contract for Comprehensive Plan consultant.

· Appoint Steering Committee

Staff is asking that you authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Wilbur Smith & Associates to update the comprehensive plan. We are also asking you to appoint the steering committee. Staff advertised for citizens interested in serving on the committee. The enclosed list is a result of that advertising. 

16. Authorize lease/purchase of vehicles and equipment.  (Casey) We have enclosed bid tabs from advertised bidding and cost comparisons from HGAC on vehicles and equipment approved by the Council during the budget process for lease purchase.

17. Set dates for November and December council meetings. Staff wants your input on changing or reducing the number of meetings in November and December due to Thanksgiving and Christmas. We have already advertised public hearing notices for the November 13th regular meeting. The other regular meeting dates would be November 25th, December 11th & 23rd. November 25th is the Tuesday after the TML Conference. We would need to have the agenda and packets ready before we leave for TML the week before.

18. Executive Session:  The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.072 to discuss land acquisitions:  new fire station, right-of-way easements and airport property.

19. Executive Session: The Taylor City Council will hold a closed executive meeting pursuant to the provision of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.087 to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial and/or financial information on a business prospect that the City of Taylor, Texas, seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and with which the City of Taylor, Texas, is conducting economic development negotiations and/or to deliberate the offer of financial or other incentives to the business prospect.

20. Action on Executive Sessions

ADJOURN

CITY MANAGER REPORT – October 24, 2003

CRYSTAL CIRCLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – I have visited with Todd about the delay with completion of this project. He advised last week he would check with his contractor and if he was not going to complete the work he, Todd, would hire another contractor to complete this drainage project.

FIREMEN CREW QUARTERS – The building is installed. Utilities are being connected. The roof is being repaired over the fire department living quarters.

HARIMASA – TEDC is working with the County on the transfer of the land at Hwy. 79 and FM 112 to the City. 

HOWARD, NORTH DRIVE & SLOAN STREET – We have the signed easement from Mr. Slivensky. We are still waiting on Southwestern Bell before we proceed on Howard Street. Staff has received plans on Sloan from the engineering firm for review.

HUNTER’S RUN DRAINAGE CHANNEL – Todd Routh brought in a survey of the drainage channel that runs from Loop 397 to T.H. Johnson and North Drive. We have drafted a deed that will transfer the property to the City. We are waiting on his signature and recording.

LIBERTY GARDEN – Council authorized KTB to move forward with construction of the Liberty Garden at the entrance to Murphy Park. I have placed a letter from the Lions Club on the relocation of the rock planter currently at the entrance to Murphy Park. The Lions Club has agreed to allow KTB to remove the planter, but the Lions Club wants permission to rebuild the planter in front of the miniature golf course in Murphy Park. I did not see a problem with the location. I do not plan to put this as an item on the agenda unless a Council member has a problem with the location. Please let me know if you have a problem with the location.

OLD THORNDALE ROAD & EAST 3RD STREET BRIDGES –We are proceeding with the utility relocations. 

OLD TOWN TAYLOR STREETSCAPE PROJECT – We still hope to have final plans ready shortly for an October public meeting. After the public meeting, we will submit the plans to TxDOT for review.

PARK RESTROOMS – Casey is still trying to negotiate a lower fee for the design of the park restrooms.  

TEXAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE – As a reminder for those signed up to attend TML, the conference will be held November 19-22, 2003 in San Antonio. TML assigned hotel rooms for Taylor at La Mansion.

TRUCK ROUTE – We are still waiting on the local TxDOT maintenance facility to install the signs. 

