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(October 28, 2003 City Council meeting)

Agenda Item #: 12

Department: Community Development

Resolution / Ordinance # 2003-42

Agenda Title: Sign Ordinance Amendment: Downtown Sign Ordinance

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


To introduce a sign ordinance amendment adding the downtown sign criteria.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Staff and the Main Street Design Committee worked together to develop a series of policy statements relating to signage. During the last Main Street Advisory Board meeting on July 9th, the Board voted to recommend the policy statements to the City Council. The end result will be an amendment to the City’s current sign ordinance that will provide sign regulations specific to the Downtown area.

Several issues prompted the Main Street Board to study creating sign criteria specific to the Downtown area. The first relates to the streetscape or urban design of the Downtown. Many of the buildings are built lot line to lot line. This is a common design for Downtown areas, but it does distinguish it from the more suburban-type design seen in the outlying areas of the city. In some instances the current sign ordinance does not work well in the Downtown area. For instance, the current ordinance allows pole signs but does not allow them in right of way. Since many of the downtown buildings are built up to the right of way lines, pole signs can not be used. Because of this and other reasons, the Main Street Board decided that it would identify a specific geography that the proposed sign regulations will pertain to. This “downtown sign district”, as it is being referred to for a lack of a better term, is described in the attached proposed policies. The sign district is smaller than the overall Downtown Redevelopment District which is covered by the Main Street Program.

The second reason for the proposed policies is that the Downtown area has many older and historic buildings. The proposed policies intend to preserve the unique character of these buildings and attempts to avoid hiding or damaging the unique and historic architectural features of the buildings.

The Design Committee studied other Downtown sign guidelines and ordinances, existing local building and sign designs, and believes it has developed policies that will enhance the appearance and the viability of the Downtown area while still enabling existing and new businesses to prosper.

Please let Robbie Jones, Main Street Manager, or myself know if you have any questions by calling 352-3675 or 352-5990 or by contacting us via email at robbie.jones@ci.taylor.tx.us or bob.vantil@ci.taylor.tx.us.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


Not applicable.

	4. RECOMMENDATION


The Main Street Advisory Board has forwarded a favorable recommendation to adopt the proposed downtown sign ordinance. 
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