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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on October 9, 2003, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato
Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member Tim Mikeska


Council member John McDonald

Mayor Hill opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda item was approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member Mikeska.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – September 23, 2003 meeting.

RESIDENTIAL ZONING POLICIES – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-36

Mayor Hill opened the public hearing on residential zoning policies.  Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that the City undertook the task of reviewing the residential zoning policies to address certain problems arising from developments under consideration.  The reason for undertaking the project was in response to the high number of high density lots (6,000 SF) that were being planned and the inability to adequately address infill development (compatible density issues related to neighboring properties.)  The proposed policies create a multi-tired residential zoning structure, minimum dwelling size, minimum rear lot width, and minimum number of sides of the home requiring masonry (brick or stone – no Hardiplank).

Brooke Bulow and Ken Blaker of the Home Builders Association outlined their concerns about the proposed policies.  The requirements that are being proposed makes it difficult for builders to build homes for the rank-and-file workers.  Builders do not drive the market, they respond to it.  Banning Hardiplank and Hardipanel as masonry is unfair.  The product is well known and respected in the home building industry.  Also, legislating square footage can be discriminatory in some cases.

Mayor Hill made a motion to ask the Planning and Zoning Commission to reconsider their recommendations on masonry and lot sizes.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Two voted AYE.  Three voted NO.  Motion failed.

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-36.  Mayor Hill closed the public hearing.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AMENDING ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-17, RESIDENTIAL ZONING POLICIES TO ADD SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (R-2) AND (R-3) DISTRICTS, DUPLEX (D), MEDIUM DENSITY MF (MF-1) AND HIGH DENSITY MF (MF-2) ZONING DISTRICTS AND AMENDING CHAPTER 11, DEFINITIONS, AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

BANNER SIGN EXEMPT LIST – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2003-38

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented the banner sign exempt list ordinance.  Staff proposes that the nineteen organizations listed be exempt from paying the $25.00 per banner sign fee and will also allow those organizations to place banners off premise, providing they do not pose a traffic hazard.

Council member McDonald said he would like the ordinance to “speak in general terms, i.e., service clubs, schools, etc.”  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska said he would like to “do away with the list.”  City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2003-38.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AMENDING SIGN ORDINANCE NO. 2001-15 AND ORDINANCE NO. 2003-17, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 3, PARAGRAPH 3.15 TO ADD BANNER SIGN EXEMPT LIST, AND PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN CONSULTANT

Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that the Office of Rural and Community Affairs (ORCA) awarded the City a Planning and Capacity Building Grant to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  A portion of that plan is the Economic Development component.  Five proposals were received and reviewed and the recommendation is to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with AngelouEconomic Services for the budgeted amount of $50,000.  

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with AngelouEconomic Services for the budgeted amount of $50,000 as presented.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

TAXATION OF AIRPORT HANGAR LEASES

Council member Mikeska left the meeting and did not participate in discussions or vote on this item.  Community Development Director Bob van Til stated that Sections 11.11, 23.13, and 25.07 of the Property Tax Code have apparently provided the appraisal district with the justification to begin taxing the hangars at the airport.  In the view of the Taylor Airport Advisory Board, the taxation is appropriate for commercial ventures, but not for hangar lessees who are not engaged in commercial activities.  It is the recommendation of the Airport Board that the City Council object to the interpretation of the Williamson County Appraisal District to tax hangars at the airport.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to accept the Airport Board’s recommendation as presented. Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS REQUEST TO USE VICTORIA STREET FIRE STATION

Council member Mikeska did not participate in discussions or vote on this item.  Fire Chief Haywood Stanford stated that the Volunteer firefighters are asking the City to make necessary repairs to the Victoria Street fire station, i.e., roof repairs of approximately $4,840 and paint and replace facer boards for $1,200 and they would not ask for assistance with utility bills.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska to make the necessary repairs as requested, bid through local contractors and not subsidize utilities.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

Council member Mikeska rejoined the meeting.

FUNDING FOR PURCHASE OF FIRE TRUCKS AND SUV’S

A motion was made by Council member Mikeska and seconded by Mayor Hill to authorize $345,000 for the purchase of a pumper truck and two sports utilities vehicles and necessary equipment for the Fire Department.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF LABORATORY BUILDING

Public Works Director Casey Sledge stated that bids were opened on August 7, 2003 for construction of a new laboratory building at the wastewater treatment plant and the low bidder was Bland Construction of Rockdale.  The new 1,200 square foot building will replace the existing 300 square foot building currently used for laboratory, office, restroom and break area at the plant.  State regulators have been concerned about the building because plant operators eat in the same area that plant samples are stored and tested in, no eyewash, and no shower facilities, but they have not reduced the plant’s inspection scores because the City has been working to construct a new laboratory building.  .

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to award a construction contract to Bland Construction of Rockdale for $151,136 and authorize an additional $15,000 for a total of $166,136 to cover other material and unforeseen change orders to the contract.  Second by Council member Mikeska. VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

AWARD UTILITY RELOCATIONS AROUND OLD THORNDALE ROAD AND EAST THIRD STREET BRIDGE

Public Works Director Casey Sledge stated that bids were opened on September 30, 2003 for the relocation of City water and wastewater lines around the Old Thorndale Road and East Third Street bridges to make room for the construction of new bridges by TxDOT.  The authorized budget for this project is $150,000 and comes from the 2003 C.O. Bond issue.  The low bid was $122,436.22 submitted by Fillip Construction Co. of Hutto.  In order to cover any minor change orders to the construction contract, staff recommends that the balance of $150,000 minus the $11,200 spent for right-of-way or $138,800 total, be authorized for the construction contract.

Council member Mikeska made a motion to award the utility relocations around the Old Thorndale Road and East Third Street bridges to Fillip Construction Co. of Hutto for $122,436.22 plus $16,363.78 for a total of $138,800.00 to cover minor change orders.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION ACCESS LINE RATES

Finance Director Charles Cunningham stated that in November 1999, the laws governing the setting of fees for municipal telecommunications right-of-way was changed. In addition to establishing the formula and amounts for a base fee, House Bill 1777 established a mechanism to allow for annual CPI adjustments.  The $0.84 fee for all three classes, residential, non-residential, and point-to-point, represents a $0.01 increase from the prior year.  

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Mayor Hill to allow the $0.84 fee.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

INVESTMENT POLICY – RESOLUTION NO. R03-21

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve Resolution R03-21.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, RENEWING ITS INVESTMENT POLICY

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT ADVISORS

Finance Director Charles Cunningham stated that, for the past several months city staff has been having discussions with representatives from the Principal Financial Group concerning the use of Investment Advisors to help the City manage its idle funds and maximize its return on investments.  The particular advantage of the approach proposed by contracting with the Principal Financial Group is the asset-based fee structure.  Currently, a brokerage fee is paid for every investment transaction that is made.  Under the asset-based fee, a percentage is paid of the amount initially invested but no brokerage fees are paid for up to twenty-five (25) investment transactions in a year.  If over $1,000,000 is placed in the account the fee will be less than one percent (1%) per year paid quarterly.  The agreement may be terminated at any time.  If done so prior to the end of the first twelve months, a termination fee of up to $500 will be assessed.  After twelve months, no such fee shall apply.

Based on the information provided and other considerations, it is recommended that the City Council authorize the Mayor or City Manager to execute the Client Services Agreement as presented and authorize a minimum initial amount of at least $1,000,000 to be placed in the account with the final amount being determined upon further analysis of cash flow needs for the current fiscal year.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member Mikeska to authorize the City Manager or Mayor to execute the Client Services Agreement with Principal Financial Group as presented with a minimum investment or $1,000,000.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

CALL SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO CANVASS ELECTION RESULTS

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to call a special Council meeting for November 7, 2003 at 7:30 a.m. to canvass the November 4, 2003 election results.  Second by Council member Mikeska. VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATIONS – RESOLUTION NO. R03-27

Mayor Hill recused himself and did not participate in discussion or vote on this item.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska presided.  Council member Mikeska made a motion to approve Resolution R03-27 nominating Leslie Hill, Harry Gibbs, Robert Tagge, Deborah Hunt and Don Paull to the Williamson County Appraisal District Board of Directors.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS NOMINATING CANDIDATES TO THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mayor Hill returned to the meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – LAND ACQUISITION: NEW FIRE STATION, RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENTS AND AIRPORT PROPERTY

Mayor Hill closed the public meeting pursuant to Section 551.072 of the Texas Government Code to adjourn into executive session to discuss land acquisition: new fire station, right-of-way easements and airport property.

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

No action was taken on the land acquisitions executive session,

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Hill closed the public meeting under Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code in order to meet with its City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the Attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas authorize and allow such closed meeting and which Rules conflict with the Texas Open Meetings Act.

ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to authorize the City Attorney to proceed with settlement of the legal matter with Asphalt Paving for $17,000.  Second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting 8:15 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Barbara S. Belz, City Clerk
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