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The City Council of the City of Taylor met on April 27, 2004, 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, Texas with the following present:

Mayor Donald R. Hill
City Manager Frank Salvato 

Mayor Pro Tem Gary Maruska
City Clerk Barbara Belz

Council member Bernabe Gonzales
City Attorney Ted Hejl

Council member John McDonald

Absent:  Council member Tim Mikeska
Mayor Hill declared a quorum and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION

Taylor citizen Mamie Segura presented her concerns regarding the renaming of Walnut Street to Martin Luther King Blvd.  Ms. Segura asked about the inconvenience of changing the addresses, the financial considerations and “why changing an established street is the only way to honor or remember anyone.”

*CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items were accepted as presented and approved by a motion from Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and a second by Council member Gonzales.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

*MINUTES – April 5, 2004 and April 8, 2004.

*FINANCIALS – Concur with financials and payment of March bills.

REGULAR AGENDA

SALE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT TO BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY - RESOLUTION R04-14

John Baker, Brazos River Authority Regional Manager, Central Basin, stated that BRA is excited to continue negotiations pertaining to the City’s Lake Granger water treatment facility.  Council member McDonald requested a timeline estimate and Mr. Baker responded that the agreement should be finalized within the next thirty days.  Additional platting of the wastewater plant property is required to have the city retain the building currently located on the property.  Council requested a study to determine if customer rates could possibly be reduced once the sale is complete and staff agreed to begin that process after the closing is complete.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to adopt Resolution No. R04-14.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE: Four Voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE TAYLOR TREATED WATER SERVICES AND ACQUISITION CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS (“TAYLOR”) AND THE BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY (“BRA”), TERMINATING THE AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DATED JANUARY 22, 2002 WITH FREESE AND NICHOLS, INC. AND AUTHORIZING THOSE MATTERS PROPER AND NECESSARY THERETO

MOODY MUSEUM RENTAL FEE WAIVERS

Community Development Director Bob van Til presented a request from the Taylor Garden Club’s request to waive the rental fee for the Moody Museum for a special event they are planning in March 2005.  The Garden Club has been involved in the maintenance and upkeep of the Museum property for many years, and the Council believes it would not be setting a precedent by approving this request.

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to waive the Moody Museum rental fee for an event being held by the Garden Club in March 2005 and the Garden Club must request approval from the Council for future waivers.  Second by Mayor Hill.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

MURPHY PARK – OLD BATHHOUSE PAVILION

Director of Public Works, Casey Sledge stated that staff has examined the old pavilion, restroom, and concession structures at Murphy Park and found the following:  


· Pavilion:  roofing material has failed, decking under the roof has failed and is breaking apart, several structure columns show signs of failure

· Restroom/Concession buildings:  roofs have failed and are breaking apart; masonry block walls have several significant failures and are pulling apart.


Mr. Sledge said he would not allow staff to access the roof of any of the structures for safety reasons.  Currently the buildings are fenced off and locked to prevent public entry.  

Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to table a decision on this item under after the Parks Committee reports to Council with a Master Plan.  Second by Council member McDonald.  VOTE:  Three voted AYE.  Council member Gonzales, concerned with the liability, voted NO.  Motion Passed.

HUTTO WHOLESALE WATER AGREEMENT

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Maruska and seconded by Council member Gonzales to amend the wholesale water services agreement dated September 24, 2002 between the City of Taylor and the City of Hutto to provide additional water as outlined in the City of Hutto letter dated March 15, 2004 addressed to Frank Salvato, City Manager, City of Taylor.  VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion Passed.

TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT POOL SIGNATORIES – RESOLUTION NO. R04-15

Staff presented a request by the Texas Local Government Investment Pool (TEXPOOL) for new signatories.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the change in signatories to include Frank Salvato, Lillie Lawler, and Donald R. Hill.  Second by Council member McDonald. VOTE:  Four voted AYE.  Motion passed.

Council member Mikeska joined the meeting.

BUDGET AMENDMENT – INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2004-4

City Attorney Ted Hejl read the caption to introduce Ordinance No. 2004-4.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2003-28 ADOPTED ON AUGUST 26, 2003 AND ORDINANCE NO. 2004-3 ADOPTED ON FEBRUARY 12, 2004, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2003 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2004; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY

Charles Cunningham, Finance Director, presented the amendment for items not included in the original budget: land acquisition for ERCOT expansion, Taylor CNET contribution, and the Buxton retail sales development project.  Much of the added expense has already been covered by salary savings realized through vacancies and the utility rate increase last fall.  

CONSIDER 2002/2003 AUDIT OF CITY ACCOUNTS

Council members received copies of the annual audit in advance to have time to review the document.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to accept the 2002/2003 audit as presented.  Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

INTRODUCE ORDINANCE NO. 2004-8 RENAMING WALNUT STREET TO MARTIN LUTHER KING BLVD.

Mayor Hill presented the item for discussion regarding changing the name of Walnut Street to Martin Luther King Boulevard.  The item was brought to him by members of the Zion Baptist Church who had gathered signatures from a majority of residents on this street in favor of the name change.  Council member Gonzales addressed concerns presented earlier by Ms. Segura during citizen communication.  Council member Mikeska was concerned about additional costs to the city for street signs and would like to gather more citizen input before considering this item before the council.  With no further discussion the ordinance was not introduced.

DISCUSS COST OF CIVIL SERVICE

City staff provided council with projected costs estimates in the event that civil service is adopted by election.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska questioned the statistic that only sixty cities of similar population have adopted this law and was concerned about the numbers being projected.  Council member Mikeska suggested that it appears that it may be a positive step for police officers but not necessarily for firefighters.  Mayor Hill stated that the city has continued to try to take good care of police officers and fire fighters and will continue to do the right thing whether the law passes or not.  Staff has prepared an information handout using text that will appear in the next issue of the City Manager’s Quarterly Newsletter and has already been approved by the Texas Ethics Commission.

CONSIDER AWARDING CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR HOWARD STREET PAVING

Casey Sledge, Director, Public Works, presented the results of a bid for the paving of Howard Street.  Shallow Co. of Temple was the low bid and met the criteria of the award.  Staff presented three alternative amendments that might be added to the original contract bid if funds are available.  The additional proposals include 1) $35,000 to allow the contractor to use a method that would allow residents quicker access to their homes by altering the way street layers are set down; 2) $87,000 to add a 12” water line under the railroad tracks where Howard crosses 2nd Street; and 3) $95,260 to add sidewalks on the west side of Howard Street.  Council members agreed that while quicker access is desirable the other two alternatives are more pressing needs at this point and Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to award the contract for the base amount and to include alternatives 2 and 3 as outlined by city staff.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

CONSIDER INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR MOWING RIGHT OF WAY FOR EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY PARK.

County Commissioner Frankie Limmer requested that the city provide regular maintenance of the 15’ right of way on the road to the entrance of the Williamson County Park.  Staff billed the county $200 for the first mowing and agreed to charge the county $150 for mowing every month with these fees to be reviewed on an annual basis.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the interlocal agreement as presented.  Council member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.   

CONSIDER FIRST SOUTHWEST CONTINUING DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT.

After closer examination of the document from First Southwest City Attorney Ted Hejl recommended the indemnity clause in paragraph five on page four be struck.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve the agreement as amended.  Mayor Hill seconded the motion.  VOTE: Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER RESCHEDULING MAY COUNCIL MEETINGS.

Due to the fact that two council members and the city manager will not be available on the fourth Tuesday of May and the need for the election results to be canvassed in a timely manner, staff requested that the regular meeting be rescheduled to Wednesday, May 26 at 7:00pm to allow staff and council members to attend the session.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to change the date of the second meeting in May to May 26 at 7 pm.  Council member Mikeska seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: CITY MANAGER INTERIM PERFORMANCE EVALUATION.

Pursuant to Section 551.074 “Personnel” of the Texas Government Code, Mayor Hill adjourned to executive session at 7:45 pm to discuss the city manager interim performance evaluation.  



ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Hill reconvened into open session at 8:36 pm.  Mayor Hill and council agreed that Mr. Salvato’s performance had been outstanding and they appreciated his dedication in leading the city in a positive direction.  Mayor Pro Tem Maruska made a motion to approve a 3% raise for the city manager effective May 3.  Council member Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.  

ADJOURN

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m.

_________________________________ 

Donald R. Hill, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 

Susan Brock, Assistant City Clerk
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