ANNEX J

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 

I. AUTHORITY

See Basic Plan

II. PURPOSE

This annex describes procedures to be followed in the assessment and reporting of damage resulting from a natural disaster, enemy attack, or other major incident.

III. SITUATION AND ASSUMPTIONS

A. Situation

As identified in the City of Taylor Hazard Identification, many hazardous events have the potential for causing extensive property damage. In the event that such damage occurs, a planned damage assessment and reporting procedures is essential for response and recovery operation.

B. Assumptions

The timely and accurate assessment of damage to private and public property will be of vital concern to local officials following a disaster and will have great bearing upon the manner in which recovery is effected in the City of Taylor.

IV. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

A. General

Building codes and land use regulations can be reducing much of the structural damage, which would otherwise result from a disaster. Nevertheless, damage will usually occur and a fast and accurate assessment of conditions is very useful in response operations. In addition, an extensive damage assessment is a necessary part of most recovery programs at the state and federal levels.

The City of Taylor Tax Assessor-Collector is responsible for compiling the necessary information regarding the loss of life, injuries, and property damage. The Central Appraisal district will provide appraised value information. The Tax Assessor-Collector will accomplish the damage assessment function by creating and coordinating a damage Assessment Team from existing City of Taylor personnel.

B. Phases of Management

1. Mitigation

a. Develop and enforce adequate building codes

b. Develop and enforce adequate land use regulation

2. Preparedness

a. Identify damage Assessment team members

b. Train personnel in damage assessment techniques

c. Maintain pre-disaster maps, photos, and other documents for damage assessment purposes.

d. List critical facilities requiring priority repairs if damaged.

3.
Response

a. Collect damage information

b. Compile damage assessment reports

c. Complete disaster summary outline

4.
Recovery

a. identify unsafe structures and recommend condemnation

b. Monitor restoration activities

c. Review building codes and land use regulations for possible improvements

V. ORGANIZATION AND ASSIGNMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES

A. General

Damage Assessment teams will consist primarily of local government employees. When necessary private sector personnel from the fields of engineering, building trades, property assessment, and other related areas, may be used to supplement existing team members.

The team composition should include those processing the necessary expertise 
such as: Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director, Chairman, City Engineer,

Director of Public works, directors of Utilities, Independent School District,

School Superintendent, Assistant Director of Emergency Medical Services, and

Chief Appraiser of the Central Appraisal District.

During nuclear attack operation, Radiological Protection personnel will be a part

of the survey teams. When an operation such as a hazardous material accident is

in need of specialized assistance, appropriate personnel will be added to the

teams.

B. Task Assignments

1. Emergency Management Director

a. Ensure the mitigation activities of building codes and land use regulation are followed

b. Identify a Damage Assessment team

c. Ensure team members are trained

2.
Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director

a. Gather and compile information from damage Assessment Team members

b. Estimate dollar loss to the City of Taylor

c. Assimilate information on damage to private structures and businesses

d. Evaluate effect of damage to private structures and businesses

e. Evaluate effect of damage on school districts tax base and economy

f. Develop standing Operating Procedures for compiling information and for reporting information and assessments to the Mayor

3.
Assistant Director, EMS

a. Ascertain the number of deaths resulting from disaster

b. Determine the number of injuries and classify according to severity

c. Develop Standing Operating Procedures for obtaining information and for reporting the information to the Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director

4.
Administrative Aids

a. Evaluate extent of damage suffered by City of Taylor-owned buildings, with highest priority on buildings which are critical to public safety and continuity of government

b. Evaluate approximate costs of restoration

c. Develop standing Operating Procedures for gathering and reporting information to the Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director

5. City Engineer

a. Survey and evaluate damage sustained by city streets and bridges, with highest priority on main arteries and routes to medical facilities

b. Evaluate damage to wastewater and sanitation systems

c. Determine damage to traffic control devices

d. Devise standing Operating Procedures to collect and report information to the Tax-Assessor-Collector/Finance Director

6. Private Utilities

a. Evaluate damage to City electrical and water distribution systems

b. Secure damage estimates of damage to privately-owned utilities systems from those companies

c. Evaluate cost of restoring City facilities

d. Develop Standing Operating Procedures for gathering and reporting information to the Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director

7. School superintendent, Independent School District

a. determine extent of damage inflicted upon facilities owned by the system

b. Develop estimate of cost of restoration

c. Devise Standing Operating Procedures for collecting and reporting information to the Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director

8. Chief Appraiser, Central Appraisal District

a. Provide value information on all taxable property in the City of Taylor

b. Devise Standing Operating Procedures for collecting and reporting information to the Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director

VI. DIRECTION AND CONTROL

Following emergency situation, the appropriate local officials will coordinate all Damage Assessment activities. When directed by the Mayor, the Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director will notify Damage Assessment team members. Once surveys of the affected areas have been completed, the results should be reported to the mayor of County Judge. It is imperative that accuracy be maintained in compiling damage Assessment reports so those local officials can judge the need for requesting State and Federal assistance. If a determination is made that State and Federal assistance is needed, then a Disaster Summary Outline should be forwarded to the Governor’s Division of Emergency Management.

VII. INCREASED READINESS ACTIONS

Condition 4 –

1. Review and update annex/SOP’s for E.O.C. operations

2. Brief key officials on E.O.C. procedures and operations

3. Brief department heads on E.O.C. development and improvement status

Condition 3 –

4. Review status of E.O.C.

5. Begin watch of possible emergency log activities and monitor development

6. Correct any deficiencies

7. Alert key E.O.C. staff members

Condition 2-

8. Alert all E.O.C. staff

9. Staff E.O.C. at stand by levels

10. Establish contact with nearby local governments

Condition 1 –

11. Staff E.O.C. at full strength

VIII. CONTINUITY OF GOVERNMENT

Lines of succession to each department head are according to the standing operating procedures established by each department.

All essential records are stored in a fire and waterproof vault.

IX. ADMINISTRATION AND SUPPORT

A. Records and reports

1. Survey Team Reports

Each damage survey team will collect field data using the attached Disaster

Summary Outline form. These reports will be forwarded to the appropriate

personnel.

2. Damage Assessment Report

The damage Assessment Report should be utilized to determine priorities for beginning repairs and evaluating the need for requesting State and Federal assistance.

B. Release of Assessment Information

Private appraisers, insurance adjusters, and others may obtain damage assessment reports from the authorized coordinator with the consent of local authorities. Accurate information will be provided to the State for necessary release to the Federal agencies in a timely and effective manner.

X. ANNEX DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

A. The Tax Assessor-Collector/Finance Director will ensure the maintenance of this annex with support from the organizations identified in Section V. Each agency will develop SOP’s that address assigned tasks.

B. He will review the annex annually and correct any deficiencies. He will update any changes and distribute copies to all government and private sector organizations who have emergency responsibilities. He will also insure that all organizations with responsibility to this annex are furnished with copies.

S
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10. EMERGENCY SUPPORT SERVICES

PLANNING STANDARD AND CRITERIA

10D. Damage Assessment

Standard – Damage Assessment Services must develop planning capabilities and procedures to respond in the event of an emergency and perform services that facilitate recovery. Provisions must be made for:

Element 1 –Responsibilities





Page/Reference


Criteria:
a. Referencing current, federal, state and local 





legal authorities that establish the legal basis for 





planning and carrying out emergency 






responsibilities.





      V/A




b. Obtaining, reporting, analyzing and retaining 





damage assessment information.



   3/V-B




c. Preparing and submitting a Disaster 






Summary Outline.




     4/VI

Element 2 – Content


Criteria:
a. Referencing current, federal, state and local 





legal authorities that establish the legal basis for 





planning and carrying out emergency 






responsibilities.





        1/I

b. Including a purpose or mission statement that 


describes the reason for development.


       1/II
c. Providing a situation statement that describes 


the potential hazard considerations.


 1/III-A

d. Including planning assumptions.


 1/III-B

e. Including a concept of operations that describe 


how emergency operational activities will be carried 

out and addresses all phases of management: mitigation, 
preparedness, response, and recovery.


 1/IV-A
f. Describing the organization and identifying



responsibilities of each agency.



2/V-B
g. Notifying and mobilizing personnel.


  4/VI-4

h. Including a direction and control section to provide


guidance on command and coordination of emergency


operations.





  4/VI-4

i. Covering increased readiness operations describing 

actions to be taken during periods of heightened risk.
    5/VII

j. Providing for lines of succession to assure 

continuos leadership. Authority, and responsibility.
   5/VIII

k. Safeguarding essentials records for continuing 

government functions.




   5/VIII

l. Describing administrative arrangements/procedures 

and support to all response organizations.

     5/IX

m. Tasking each agency to develop SOP’s that 


address assigned tasks.




  5/X-A

Element 3 – Approval


Criteria:

a. Identifying the approving authority.


     6/XI





b. Identifying the approval date.



     6/XI

Element 4 – Distribution


Criteria:

a. Distributing copies to all government 







departments and agencies assigned emergency 






responsibilities.





   5/X-B




b. Distributing appropriate sections to private 






sector organizations and responsibilities.


   5/X-B





c. Distributing changes to appropriate organizations 





and individuals.





   5/X-B
Element 5 – Maintenance


Criteria:

a. Identifying an individual by title with 







the responsibility




  5/X-A





b. Review annually.




  5/X-B





c. Including provisions for updating, as necessary, 





based on deficiencies identified by drills and exercises, 





changes in local government’s structure, technological 





changes, etc.





5/X-B





d. Including a means of recording changes.

     7/XI
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