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 City Council Meeting 

March 10, 2005

Agenda Item Transmittal

Agenda Item #:   7       

Agenda Title:     Consider Resolution R05-9 encouraging the State Legislature to restore         funding for Texas Department of Parks and Wildlife.  

Council Action 

      to be taken:   Adopt, modify or pass on Resolution R05-9

Initiating Dept :  City Management/Legal

Staff Contact:      Frank Salvato

	1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE


The purpose of this agenda item is to submit for Council consideration, Resolution R05-9.  This Resolution is in support of the 79th Texas Legislature restoring funding to the Texas Recreation and Park Account which provides matching grants to local political subdivisions for parks and recreation development in Texas.

	2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION


Background

The City of Taylor relies heavily on matching grants from Texas Parks and Wildlife to supplement City funds to finance large parks and recreation projects.  Funding for these grants was reduced by 30% during the 78th Texas Legislature.  The 79th Texas legislature is now in session and parks and recreation professionals are encouraging them to restore the lost funding.  With reduced funding, fewer grants are awarded and more cities end up competing for fewer dollars.

If adopted, this resolution will be sent to our State Representatives and the Governor of Texas’ office showing the importance of this grant funding to Texas cities in general and the City of Taylor in particular. 

The source of revenue to the State from which these grants are funded is sales tax on sporting goods.

	3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET


 A listing of the City projects that are proposed for Grant Funding are listed as follows:

Outdoor Recreation Grant – up to $500,000

Indoor Recreation Grant – up to $750,000

Small Community Grant – up to $50,000

Regional Park Grant – up to $2 million 

Community Outdoor Outreach Program – up to $30,000

	4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS



N/A

	5. RECOMMENDATION


The City Council is strongly urges to adopt Resolution R05-9 to support restoration of funding for the Texas Department of Parks and Wildlife. 

	6. REFERENCE FILES 
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